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About this Publication 
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Free Europe, distributed limited mailing list those who have 
expressed specific interest events and developments Communist- 
dominated Europe. This bulletin compilation material collected 
the Committee for the use Radio Free Europe and its other divi- 
sions and being made available representatives the press and 
other media, universities, churches, libraries, and research centers, 
and other groups citizens who want know more about “Com- 
munism practice.” The publication not organ editorial 
wherever possible direct quotations have been used with minimum 
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rate information contributes understanding the strengths and 
weaknesses the Communist system, and hence the ability the 
free nations combat this system. 


About the National Committee for Free 


The National Committee for Free Europe was founded 1949 
group private American citizens who joined together for direct 
action aimed the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Cur- 
tain countries. With the help endowments and public contributions 
the Crusade for Freedom, the Committee has set up, among 
activities, Radio Free Europe. The Committee’s efforts are focused 
the captive countries Central and Eastern these efforts 
the Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders— 
scholars, journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters 
—who have escaped from the Communist enslavement their native 
lands. 
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Area Trends 


are not enough” was the answer 
the loudly-proclaimed Soviet “peace offen- 
sive.” According most Western observers, the 
Kremlin has changed its strategy not its goals: the 
Soviets still aim overthrow the free world. The 
Government has partly muffled its hos- 
tility the West order gain time badly needed 
for settling economic and political disorders within the Kremlin bloc. Other sources claim 
that Moscow may hope achieve softer strains what failed get harsh unco- 
operativeness: halt Western defense building, dissension among the Allies, and 
resumption East-West trade. 

Some these aims were reflected Satellite “peace” propaganda attacking the United 
States. Judging from Iron Curtain broadcasts, the Party line that peoples all over the 
world, encouraged “Soviet-inspired peace moves,” are more than ever opposed “US 
imperialist aggression.” The broadcasts further assert that West Europeans now realize 
the need abandon the “Atlantic war policy.” This campaign obviously attempt 
sow dissension among the Allies and damage NATO. 

peace efforts are described superficial and insincere: the Kremlin said 
the fount all peace proposals. Criticism the “generalities” Eisenhower’s April 
speech clearly implied Soviet corner the peace market, while other commentaries 
asserted that “Wall Street circles” are depressed the prospect peace and the diffi- 
culties they will now encounter inflaming “war psychosis.” Similar propaganda has 
been issued connection with the exchange sick and wounded war prisoners Korea. 
This evident hostility shows that there still long way before the possibility 


POLAND 


Old Directions: the eighth plenary session the Cen- 
tral Committee, Prime Minister Bierut delivered address 
adopted directive for all Party groups the country. 
Bierut’s major theses were: Stalin’s teachings are the chief 
weapon the Communist struggle; the basis Communist 
the political and economic unity countries 
from the Elbe the Pacific; and the numbers and organiza- 
tional ties Polish Communist Party must strengthened. 
Accordingly, the Party started campaign recruit new 
members. More than 30,000 candidates enlisted March. 
Bierut also condemned ideological and work shortcomings, 


and hinted that purge Party ranks will take place the 
next few months. 


Decrees: Attempts prevent pilfering State goods re- 
vealed that widespread theft Government enterprises 
problem for regime leaders. Workers and retailers 
take articles and materials from State stores and 
supplement their incomes satisfy their 


“peaceful coexistence capitalism and communism” can firmly established. 


needs. Because this, the Government passed two new de- 
crees intended suppress petty larceny. Other decrees were 
directed against fraudulent sales and poor-quality produc- 
tion. Penalties for all offenses are severe. 


Opposition: Two new trials, which ended death sentences 
for seven persons, showed that the regime has not softened 
its policy since Stalin’s death. Szczecin, group was 
prosecuted for allegedly conducting anti-State espionage 
financed the US. Bialystok, “terrorist robber band” 
was indicted for plundering and murdering “pro-Commu- 
nist” villagers. Two priests were included among the defend- 
ants. this connection, attacks were directed against the 
Polish Episcopate for failing discourage anti-State atti- 
tudes among the clergy. 


HUNGARY 


Legislation: The National Assembly revised the election 
law preparation for the May elections Parliament. 
Under the new amendments, the voting age has been reduced 


from 18, and mass organizations and nationalized en- 
terprises have been given the right nominate candidates. 
The final list candidates will submitted the Inde- 
pendent People’s Front, which sponsoring the election 
campaign. Meetings have already been held factories, 
plants and offices. The principal slogans were increased pro- 
duction and unfailing loyalty Matyas Rakosi. 


Trade: new trade protocol was signed between Hungary 
and the Soviet Union March 25, agreeing increase 
trade substantially 1953. Simultaneously, was an- 
nounced that Hungary would longer have pay repara- 


tions the USSR. 


Agriculture: Farmer’s Conference, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Imre Nagy announced that the 1953 crop was seri- 
ously threatened, partly because there was grave seed 
shortage. February, the Government passed decree 
the effect that farmers had procure their own seeds. This 
measure was apparently unsuccessful, because Nagy has 
now revealed that seeds were supplied the Soviet Union. 
pay for this Hungarian farmers have been de- 
prived their oil and fiber plant reserves. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Spring Shortages: The regime continues face serious 
economic difficulties. Spring sowing lags badly, and “So- 
cialist” competitions agriculture failed remedy de- 
ficiencies. The latest device for improving farm produc- 
tion series agricultural conferences. However, 
obvious that these will not help alleviate the serious milk, 
egg and butter shortages. industry, the critical raw ma- 
terial shortage foundries has resulted frantic scrap 
collection drive. Many machines still usable condition will 
probably junked supply foundry needs. 


Hot and Cold: Despite their numerous editorials acclaim- 
ing the Soviet Union’s “peace efforts,” all Party newspapers 
have continued the hate campaign against the West. The 
USSR repeatedly described the inspiration and source 
North Korean and Chinese peace proposals. the same 
time, emphasis still placed the need “frustrate fur- 
ther imperialist war preparations.” 


ROMANIA 


Increasing Inflation: Immediately following Stalin’s death, 
rumors third impending monetary reform caused 
flash flood buying. Increased production norms were put 


into effect April part the regime program 
trol inflation. The measure, unaccompanied 
wage increases, tantamount wage cut and 
taneous reduction purchasing power. Although this 
further demoralize Romanian workers, the government 
been compelled take this step increase its capital 
ment funds, since other means have been exhausted. 


Amnesty: the basis similar Soviet measure, 
Romanian regime issued remission sentences for 
non-political offenses. the USSR, the move 
ously intended reduce tension and ease internal discon. 
tent. Prisoners serving sentences not more than two 
years will freed, and the sentences others reduced, 
However, the full extent the amnesty impossible 
determine, since the decree subject interpretation 
secret annexes. From all indications appears that only 
minor penalties will remitted, and even those police 
discretion. 


ALBANIA 


Revisions: the end March, the fourth plenary session 
the Albanian People’s Assembly approved draft budget, 
new penal code, and series decrees issued the 
Presidium the National Assembly for alterations the 
structure military tribunals, the Budget and Law Com. 
missions the Assembly, and the High Court. 


BULGARIA 


Speed-up: campaign increase production began 
diately after Stalin’s death and has continued with unabated 
intensity. With this goal view, the Government recently 
launched drive indoctrinate the peasantry. the same 
time, series conferences was called discuss remedies 
for production shortcomings. Emphasis has also been placed 
speeding “Socialist” competitions, and special contests 
for shockworkers and Stakhanovites have already been in- 
itiated for May celebrations. These measures indicate 


all-out Communist effort prevent failures 1953 plan 
fulfillment. 


False Data: Another measure improve production was 
special decree providing severe punishment for those who 
give false data plan fulfillment. This step was necessary 
because many managers and directors have deliberately 
falsified production reports, and claimed have filled and 
overfulfilled norms, when their output was actually far below 
requirements. 
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Political Section 


Labyrinthine Ways 


DOVES AND OLIVE BRANCHES 


When Napoleon’s special envoy England, Fouchet, 
came London and was received the Prime Minister, 
William Pitt the Younger, said: “The Emperor wants 
peace.” 

“No doubt,” Pitt answered, “but what for?” 


What the new Soviet “peace overtures” mean ques- 
tion the Western world. Unquestionably 
tactical shift rather than fundamental change Krem- 
lin foreign policy, but what does the shift mean and toward 
what goals directed? The consensus best-informed 
foreign opinion believes that the Soviet Union still intends 
Communist domination the world. What, then, has in- 
fluenced the marked Soviet changes both domestic and 
foreign policies and how will they, the due course 
events, reflected the Soviet bloc? 

Explanations forwarded are multifarious the actual 
reasons, albeit unknown the West, probably are fact. 
Now that has assumed control the government, Ma- 
lenkov doubt wishes solidify his The 
changes internal policy admit many interpretations, 
but the reiterated emphasis “unity” and “closing ranks” 
leaves little question about the desire for consolidation. 

The release the doctors accused “plotting” against 
Soviet leaders and being espionage agents for the Amer- 
ican Joint Distribution Committee was striking about 
face. Not only did the regime-controlled press declare they 
had been arrested “incorrectly,” but was also publicly 
admitted that “improper” methods had been used extort 
“confessions” and evidence from them. Two heads fell 
result: that Semyon Ignatiev, Minister State Security 
(MGB), and his deputy, Ryumin. Interpretations 
these moves include: factional quarrel which 
Beria eliminating Malenkov adherent; factional 
quarrel which Beria and Malenkov together are eliminat- 
ing Stalin adherent and member Stalin’s “personal sec- 
direct appeal for popular support bolster 


the new regime and underline its differences method 
operation and “tone” from the Stalin regime which pre- 
ceded it. The “Doctor Plot” may also have been aban- 
doned because strong Western response (even Western 
Communist Parties) the blatant anti-Semitism involved. 

The amnesty decree (already mimicked Romania) 
and the price cuts were similarly understood terms 
the new regime’s attempt consolidate itself and curry 
popular favor. 

The possibility that internal economic difficulties have 
also influenced changes domestic and foreign policy can- 
not overlooked: there ample evidence that low living 
standards, both the USSR and the captive countries, 
have caused mass discontent and popular resistance. 

The “peace” offensive has other possible meanings. The 
Soviet Union, imprisoned its Leninist-Stalinist doctrine 
the “inevitability the internal collapse capitalism,” 
might actually concentrating the hope that cessation 
the “cold war” would produce reductions. Western 
war industry and involve the free world depression. 
This, presumably, would lead intensified “class strug- 
gle” and promote Communist revolutions. Soviet leaders 
may, any case, desire respite tension order bring 
the Communist industrial machine and war potential 
higher level, particularly with regard the industrializa- 
tion Red China, before sets out renewed and 
aggressive foreign policy. Another likely motive was 
Russia’s attempt split the Western alliance and the 
European Defense Community, impairing the military ca- 
pacity Western Europe defend itself against Soviet 
The Russians are extremely sensitive military 
strength and the simple fact that they have not exploded 
single atomic bomb the past year and half, while the 
United States has exploded 27, piece American “cold 
war” propaganda scarcely appreciated the West but un- 
questionably understood the Kremlin. 

Certainly, the “appeal for peace,” like all the other spuri- 
ous Soviet peace moves, attempt play the war 
weariness the world and the genuine, worldwide de- 
sire for peace and for the relaxation defense efforts. 
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Trwoga pokoju... 


Propozycje pokojowe Ludowych Chin Korei wywolaly poploch 
gieldzie nowojorskiej. 


From Glos Pracy (Warsaw), April 

Caption: Fear Peace 

News item above: “The peace proposal the People’s China 
and Korea created panic the New York Stock Exchange.” 
The arrow pointing into the banker’s head marked “Peace! 
Peace! Peace! Peace!” 


How far the peace overtures are backed action will 
good clue Soviet intentions. The German question, 
disarmament, atomic control, Austrian peace treaty, the 
Korean truce negotiations, the hot wars Malaya and 
Indo-China, and particularly the question freedom for 
the countries East and Central Europe, all provide op- 
portunities for the USSR demonstrate the sincerity its 
good will and behavior. 

Quickly taking the initiative, the United States govern- 
ment formulated reply the Communist “friendship 
gestures.” April address, President Eisenhower 
voiced the desire for honorable armistice Korea, 
and the cessation direct and indirect attacks upon the 
security Indo-China and Malaya. The President made 
clear that “any armistice Korea that merely released 
aggressive armies attack elsewhere would fraud.” 


secret ballot. addition, the President recommended 
ous disarmament proposals made firmly effective 
control and inspection. 

Eisenhower called for economic and political 
tion, for diplomacy rather than warfare, and made 
reduce armaments, limit armed forces and military 
duction, set international control atomic energy, 
devote mankind’s efforts toward “total war, not 
any human enemy, but upon the brute forces 
and need.” These declarations brought tide laudaton 
response from Western Europe, but not from the 
bloc; there, President Eisenhower’s declaration for fre 
Eastern Europe brought only silence. 


“Chorus Slaves" 


The immediate Satellite reaction 
was the same that Tass. The tone was critical 
not abusive. For instance, Radio Warsaw, April 17, de. 
clared: 


“President Eisenhower devoted considerable portion 
sive postwar policy. However, said that Soviet policy 
was responsible for creating [the present] international 
situation, although gave facts substantiate this. 
Speaking international problems, Eisenhower stated 
that none the controversial problems are in- 
soluble the desire exists respect the rights all 
other countries. But this part his speech, [Eisen- 
hower] completely ignored the Chinese Problem 
well the problem German unification 
cordance with the Potsdam Agreement. the extremely 
important matter arms reduction, Eisenhower limited 
himself generalizations, stating that details dis- 
armament naturally have tremendous meaning and are 
complex their very nature.” 


Radio Prague, April 17, broadcast similar commentary: 


“[Eisenhower] devoted major portion his speech 
justifying foreign policy postwar years. 
asserted, without giving any concrete evidence, that 
Soviet policy blame for the present international 
situation. Furthermore, said that not one disputed 
international question insoluble there wish 
respect the desires all other countries. However, 
even this part his speech, President Eisenhower 
avoided the Chinese question well the [restora- 
tion] Germany accordance with the Potsdam Agree- 
ment. President Eisenhower only made very general 
comments the most important question, the question 
armament cuts. declared that details the dis- 
armament program are naturally great importance 
and very complicated.” 
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should pointed out that attacks against the 


(Before the week was out, the Communists had invaded and “Wall Street warmongers” continue 


Laos.) featured Communist propaganda. The Kremlin takes 
almost complete credit for “peace motives” and tries 
create the impression that peoples the Western world 
want align themselves with the Soviet bloc because they 
detest “war policy.” 

Part this propaganda devoted proving that the 


Eisenhower also said that the looked forward the 
speedy conclusion Austrian treaty which would free 
the country from economic exploitation and military occu- 
pation, and that America was ready foster free and 
united Germany with government based upon free and 
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peace gestures are insincere. For example, Radio War- 
saw, April 18, broadcast the following comment Eisen- 
hower’s address: 


“Our London correspondent says that the morning 
after the Budget, the British public realized that Presi- 
dent Eisenhower was not the angel peace that the 
Washington orchestrated chorus slaves the British 
press pretended was. 

“The British people, overjoyed the prospect end- 
ing the Korean War, following the pressing messages 
the USSR and People’s China, are looking for some- 
thing more than President rhetoric peace 


Similarly, previous Eisenhower’s address, Radio Sofia, 
April 13, declared: 


“International public opinion continues discuss the 
actions the Soviet Government which are aimed 
discontinuing the Korean war and settling all contro- 
versial problems disturbing normal relations between 
the two world camps. The actions the Soviet Govern- 
ment, which are nothing but continuation Lenin’s 
and Stalin’s policy peace and understanding, have 
already had soothing effect. World tension, created 
the [Americans], has begun subside. Now the im- 
perialists will have greater difficulties maintaining and 
fanning war psychosis. 

“While initiative limits itself extend- 
ing the Korean war and organizing attacks the 
Chinese mainland using the services the bandit 
Chiang Kai-shek and establishing blockade, the initia- 
tive the Soviet Government has strictly peaceful 
character.” 


Radio Warsaw, April 16, maintained that the “enthusi- 
astic reaction the Western masses Chinese and Korean 
Communist peace proposals” had depressed im- 
perialist circles.” The commentator further asserted that 
Western Europe now realizes the necessity putting 
end the “Atlantic war policy.” These two statements 


clearly reveal the Kremlin desire foster disunity the 
West: 


“In capitalist countries, the people’s deep belief 
the preservation peace, belief reflecting the con- 
stant growth the peace force, the cause ‘grave’ 
moods Wall Street, [which] attempts strangle 
peace feelings and infect the world with cynicism and 
doubts about Chinese-Korean and Soviet peace pro- 
posals. 

“Now, more than ever before, the West European 
countries are confronted the necessity ending At- 
lantic war policy, which leads increase arma- 
ments, the economic crisis, and dependence 
Wall Street magnates. The West European nations 
are intensifying their struggle for peace, and giving ever- 
greater support peace proposals the Korean ques- 
tion and the World Peace Council’s appeal for the 
signing Peace Pact the Big Five. All those 
who would like oppose this sacred desire nations 


[for peace] will eventually discover error their cal- 
culations.” 


Anti-American propaganda has also been issued con- 


Political 


nection with the exchange sick and wounded prisoners 
Korea. Radio Prague, April 18, declared that “accord- 
ing Western sources, exchanged soldiers are 
subjected reeducation prior their return home, 
since there danger their having been indoctrinated 
with Communist ideology.” The commentator also stressed 
that the Americans are trying prolong truce negotiations 
Korea and prevent the from dealing with the 
Korean question. April 18, Radio Budapest extolled 
the good treatment PW’s Communist camps, and de- 
clared that the “American Gestapo desperately trying 
prevent prisoners from talking about their good treatment.” 

There has not been noticeable abatement the anti- 
West campaign. “Hate-the-West” and 
are still keynotes Stalinist propaganda, and their con- 
tinuation, even somewhat muted key, another in- 
dication that the normal temperature human affairs has 
not yet been resumed, and the possibility fever and the 
outbreak “hot war” still remains. 


BUREAUCRACY 


Although the followers Karl Marx optimistically as- 
sumed that they would eliminate all the ills modern 
society, they have instead perpetuated many old evils and 
created new and more frightening ones. major target 
Communist reform was bureaucracy, glibly defined 
the Dictionary Foreign Words (Budapest, 1951) “the 
system administration bourgeois states through clerks 
and privileged persons who, detached from and standing 
above the masses, serve the interests the bourgeoisie 
the expense the toiling people. Cold official spirit, ad- 
herence formalities, detachment from life, from human 
interests.” This definition hardly alters the fact that the 
Communists have developed the most ruthless bureaucratic 
machinery all time. 

The reasons for this are mainly twofold:.in order 
subdue recalcitrant population and carry out their 
grandiose economic and political programs, the Commu- 
nists have had greatly expand their administrative appa- 
ratus and introduce oppressive system checks and 
counterchecks. This enormous multiplication and concen- 
tration power government posts begets Communist 
bureaucrats much the same way Lenin believed 
peasants and small bourgeoisie daily beget capitalists. 


Cross Purposes 


Excessive red tape and routine procedure paralyze the 
Communist state administration. Government control 
production, housing, repairs, and almost all the other busi- 
ness daily life, breeds confusion which tragi-comic. 
Even the simplest matters are complicated bureaucratic 
formalities, and the inability pinpoint responsibility 
produces nightmare inefficiency. Swamped 
pile paper work, local officials succumb lethargy. 
Work hardly ever performed with dispatch, interest 
system. striking illustration this was given Czecho- 
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slovak President Antonin Zapotocky address na- 
tional committee chairmen and secretaries last February. 
Satirically, Zapotocky described the incompetent way 
which administrative organs adjust complaints. quoted 
Rude Pravo (Prague), February said: 


Ifa complaint unjust, reply arrives promptly, 
usually within few days. But complaint just, 
then the complainant has months, even years wait. 
[For instance,] through the Ministry Interior, 
drew the attention the Liberec national committee 
disorders and shortcomings solving the housing prob- 
lem. That was April 25, 1951. The reply arrived 
May 21, 1952. illustrate how the problem was solved, 
shall read only the first sentence: “The above-mentioned 
complaint sent last year has now, when has lost 
its justification, been investigated.’ This, too, way 
settling complaints.” 


The Prague weekly, Dikobraz, November 30, 1952, cited 
another relevant case which ludicrous example 
Communist officialism. The newspaper said that had 
received many complaints about bureaucratic practices 
the Smrzovka local national committee and had written 
them demanding explanation. Dikobraz received the 
following reply, reminiscent the government language 
used under the Austro-Hungarian Empire: 


“Office the Local National Committee, Smrzovka 


Mr. (Mrs.) Dikobraz 
Prague 
Vaclavske Square 
ask you pay Kes. [30 cents] within three days 
affixing stamps according tariff No. 12, the 
decree the Ministry Finance, No. 1952. When 
are possession your answer with the affixed 
stamps for the aforementioned sum, your petition will 
promptly attended to. 

(Seal and two signatures) 


Delayed Action 


Kafka-like atmosphere prevails. Petitions and repairs 
are and citizen forced expend maximum 
time and energy settling the most minor affairs. For 
instance, one woman wrote Esti Budapest, December 
19, 1952, that for the past year she had been trying get 
the leaky ceiling her apartment mended without any 
result: 


Housing Maintenance Bureau] sent people 
survey the situation but nothing has happened. 
the past two months, have repeatedly asked that our 
ceiling repaired but have not even received 
answer our request. The situation becom- 
ing unbearable. The District Maintenance Office has 
promised action but, despite visits from several their 
experts, have not received help.” 


Officials procrastinate until the despairing citizen 
worn down. Having nowhere else turn, often voices 
his frustration writing the Party press. The following 
letter, printed Vecherni Novini (Sofia), January 22, 
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sorry, but nothing can done. First must find out 
Dikobraz (Prague), September 1952 


typical many which appear Satellite newspapers. 
leads one conclude that loss impetus and vigor are 
inevitable society where man must pay fifteen futile 
visits State insurance offices effort cancel 
policy: 

“On November 18, 1952, filed application the 
life insurance policy. was told that the matter 
would settled within 10-15 days. [Although returned 
seven times, the question payment was not settled.] 
After that, was sent the Central Management the 
State Insurance Company. went there times one 
month without any results. Each time arrived, the 
porter said: must wait. Come again.’ The matter 
still not settled.” 


Petitions are often lost misfiled, and frequently urgent 
requests unattended for months. Although deadlines 
are sometimes set for handling cases, they are usually 
ignored, and applicants can never certain whether the 
Government even considering their case. For instance, 
Esti Budapest, March 28, wrote that although certain 
district council had pledged settle current cases within 
given amount time, had never carried out its resolu- 
tion: 

“If they had, many unsettled cases would not have 
been found Comrade Cserhalmi’s folder. There 
is, and can be, excuse for the fact that application 
for the cleaning well, which was submitted Nok 
Lapja woman’s magazine] half year ago, still 
unanswered. Toilers not like procrastinators. 
Comrade Cserhalmi should take note this. should 
which can furnish information present.” 


Impasse 


Furthermore, replies petitions are often less helpful 
than answers all. Many responses are unintelligent, 
unreasonable, and completely beside the point. Esti Buda- 
pest, March 25, recorded two characteristic instances 
bureaucratic stupidity. working mother filed applica- 
tion for new apartment and said that one her reasons 
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for wanting move was that her home was infested with 
rats. After some time had elapsed, she received the follow- 
ing letter: can rats house where there 
are two Cats and dog.” 


another Hungarian district, the local council asked 
that unused building material cluttering the streets 
removed. The Construction Department, after giving the 
matter little consideration, wrote back: “We request 
that exact description the location the unused 
building material submitted; otherwise, cannot com- 
ply with the order.” this, Esti Budapest commented: 
“Sitting their desks, naturally they can’t.” 


Surplus Incompetents 


swollen bureaucracy and unqualified personnel are 
two reasons for this chaos. Throughout the Iron Curtain 
area, state administrations have been greatly expanded un- 
der Communist regimes. For example, Hungary, with 
population 9,500,000, there are about 300,000 govern- 
ment employees, 250,000 trade union officials, 200,000 
council members, 150,000 Party functionaries, 120,000 
Women’s League officials, and 100,000 Communist Youth 
League officials. 
addition, there are officers pre-military and para- 
military groups and minor mass organizations. One the 
most serious consequences “collective management” 
the hiring surplus personnel. The Budapest daily 
Magyar Nemzet, December 27, 1952, commented wryly 
that one desk gives birth another: 


“Certain ministries, institutions and enterprises con- 
tinue ask for additional personnel. They tend in- 
crease the number people engaged non-productive 
work. One desk gives birth another. the Water 
Works, people prepared the payroll for 1,000 work- 
ers. This job can done five people. most 
cases, the greatest lack organization accounting. 


the telephone factory, there was one accountant for 
every workers.” 


Overstaffing was also condemned Trud (Sofia), Jan- 
uary 10: “Burdening the state apparatus clearly indi- 
cated Samokov, where the county people’s council 
work deputies has four clerks instead one. There are 
hundreds similar cases the State administration.” 

People who have attained managerial positions solely 
because their political reliability further contribute 
the confusion. The Communists have attempted create 
new managerial class proletariat origin. With this 
goal mind, they have screened the ranks pro-Com- 
munist workers and trained selected recruits special 
courses. some cases, the new Communist executive 
even given accelerated university education. For the 
most part, however, these shortcuts have failed. The new 
often lack ability and have been trained too 
quickly. this connection, the Czechoslovak newspaper 
Rude Pravo (Prague), January 29, declared uneasily: 

“It must admitted that some ministries and 
enterprises did not run quite smoothly last 


Political 


Often, top men the economy not know how 
direct the economic sectors entrusted them. in- 
stalled worker-managers and executives our factories, 
central departments and ministries that they would 
run production better than capitalist managers did. 
have trained hundreds these officials worker schools 

and given them basic [training] principles So- 
cialist economy. But they must not stop this knowl- 
edge and consider the sum all wisdom.” 


Rude Pravo criticized worker-managers for their re- 
luctance shoulder responsibilities, which, all proba- 
bility, they are not equipped handle: 
there are men who evade decisions the devil evades the 
cross. This that they can escape responsibility for pos- 
sible failures. Instead making decision about what 
should done, they mutter about ‘political tasks,’ the 


‘political importance the matter,’ and take action at, 
all.” 


Mismanagement 


With incompetent directors, mismanagement inevi- 
table, and cases such the following recorded Diko- 
braz (Prague) last June are certain proof that while the 
Stalinist system provides for new projects, hardly pro- 
duces able executives: “The building which houses Besse- 
mer furnaces the Vitkovice Iron Works was equipped 
with windows which cannot opened. The comrades get 
air summer smashing the window panes. This 
ventilation costs 40,000 60,000 Kes. year.” 

Untalented and unconscientious managers are bad plan- 
ners and reckless with government money. Esti Budapest, 
March 28, remarked ironically that the purchasing depart- 
ment the Obuda Shipyard had exhibited exceptional 
foresight ordering supplies cover its needs for the 
next thousand years. They have ordered 84,000 nuts 
for bolts various sizes for the next three months. 35,000 
pieces have arrived already. the same time, the Ship- 
yard uses only about nuts year. This means that 
this particular item, has covered its needs for 4,200 
years.” 

The cost damages due inefficiency and neglect 
high. Esti Budapest, November 26, revealed that, because 
lack storage space, goods left the Jozsef District 
Railway station were ruined rain and snow. Within 
period six months the railway company was forced 
pay about 200,000 forints (roughly $16,000 the official 
market) customers compensation for loss. 

Bureaucratic indifference also gives rise ridiculous 
situations. Dikobraz (Prague), March 29, complained that 
several towns overzealous national committees had abol- 
ished all hotels and converted them into offices. “In Mo- 
ravsky Krumlov [Moravia] the district national com- 
mittee admitted that there place for travellers 
spend the night, but failed mention what measures were 
being taken remedy this abominable state affairs.” 


Frightened Bureaucrats 


However, mismanagement not simply incompetence. 
The highly centralized Communist bureaucracy automati- 
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cally deprives civil servants and executives initiative. 
Because they are forced work atmosphere fear, 
their principle desires are escape responsibility and 
avoid independent, decisive action, lest they punished 
for deviating from prescribed policy. Each official awaits 
commands from above and seeks protection under the 
skirts his superior. Thus, the monolithic Satellite regimes 
are plagued the specter inner corruption, manifesting 
itself most dangerously low and poor quality production. 

Official fear and irresolution are sometimes expressed 
overly strict adherence Party line. Formalistic attitudes 
which slow work output are often denounced the 
Communist press. For example, the Prague weekly, Di- 
kobraz, September 1952, adamantly declared that vigi- 
lance was one thing and bureaucracy another, and cited 
the case below illustration failure distinguish 
between the two: 


“The construction department the Bohemian- 
Moravian Kolben-Danek plant Sokolovo ordered 
minor construction job the Stavomontaz National En- 
terprise. The security officer the Sokolovo plant said 
that urgent cases permission can granted within 
two days. However, took three weeks before the Stavo- 
montaz workers were allowed begin work. Neverthe- 
less, the Sokolovo plant management kept inquiring 
about the delay Stavomontaz.” 


Dishonesty 


Falsification production reports another product 
fear-ridden bureaucracy. Deceitful attempts prove 
that plans have been fulfilled are made leading govern- 
ment organs well ordinary workers. The Hun- 
garian newspaper Nepszava, March 21, declared that al- 
though the March report mentioned the Kengyel ma- 
chine station the third best the country, had given 
false statistics its performance, which actually was rela- 
tively poor. The machine station had fulfilled its spring 
plan only percent, but had included its produc- 
tion statistics tasks (such pumping water and grinding) 
which were not included the plan: bureaucratic 
method evaluating competitions cannot tolerated. 
The men the Ministry Agriculture who, with their 
misleading report, wanted deceive the Party and cheat 
our toiling people, who sought create good impression 
instead improving work should immediately 
called account.” 

Other difficulties stem from the fact that the Com- 
munists strait jacket their economies with over-detailed 
planning order carry out their huge investment pro- 
grams, nationalize all means trade and production and 
gear their output Soviet requirements. Since plans are 
changed continually and reorganizations are incessant, the 
inevitable result disorder. Sometimes employee cannot 
even discover who his employer is. For instance, Dikobraz 
(Prague), January 25, commiserated with painter 


from Zdanice painted the window frames 
the State Farm Uhrice-Januv Dvur March 1950 
orders the manager. has still not been paid for 


his work. First, the farm was put under the jurisdiction 
the Privileged Cattle Association, then under the Cen- 
ter Agricultural Produce, then under the State estate 
Hodnin, later under the estates Cejc, Terezin and 
Gottwaldov. Nobody knows how deal with the mat- 
ter, and each [management] shifts the blame another.” 


The overabundance directives issued top govern- 
ment organs adds the general disorder. Szabad Nep 
(Budapest), December complained that had taken 
whole day for the Miskolc Party Secretary discover 
where had put important resolution passed the 
Party’s Political Committee, that could report its 
execution. Sometimes Party organizations even forget 
what resolutions they have adopted: “Within three weeks, 
the Ozd district committee passed two resolutions dealing 
with the same matter.” 


Uninspired Workers 


Such conditions produce worker apathy well man- 
agerial incompetence. Lax, confused and frightened of- 
ficials are indifferent the needs their employees who, 
turn, are indifferent production. The March issue 
Glos Pracy (Warsaw) revealed how 
division between managers and workers is. The newspaper 
pilloried executives for their failure base production 
actual requirements gain worker support: 


“It high time stop chasing after multitude 
pledges and obligations which often have little 
with the actual needs the moment. high time 
stop the bureaucratic practice deciding from behind 
desk [what pledges exact], without properly analyz- 
ing problems factory councils paying attention 
the support which could gained from every work 
brigade and every individual whose initiative and quali- 


Similarly, the Bulgarian publication Novo Vreme 
(Sofia), January 1953, declared that shortcomings light 
industrial production were partly due plant managers’ 
inability recruit, train keep workers. Other faults 
were listed poor labor organization, neglect and misuse 
machines, overstaffing, waste, incorrect production rec- 
ords and unqualified personnel. 


Behind the Desk Leadership 


That this “spirit bureaucratic command” demoral- 
izing clear from criticism Polish Komsomol leaders 
which appeared the February edition Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw). long, poorly constructed editorial, 
the newspaper implied that Lublin youth leaders had failed 
create atmosphere stability which young work- 
ers would cooperate improving production and develop 
enthusiasm for Party activities. The burden “ideo- 
logical” and production work left small group 
shockworkers and activists, while the majority young 
workers are indolent and apathetic. illustrate this, 
Trybuna Ludu wrote: “Roszkowski, member the Com- 
mittee the local youth organization, has nine social 
offices. [At the same time,] local youth units next 
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nothing, and this idleness silently ignored local Party 
organizations.” 

The newspaper complained that poor management was 
also apparent from the rapid turnover chairmen fac- 
tory youth organizations, many whom are dismissed 
the charge “unsuitability.” Trybuna Ludu claimed that 
blame should actually placed Communist officials for 
failing recruit and encourage potential leaders, and for 
permitting inefficient cadre work. 

Youth leaders have also bungled their task forming 
work brigades. Their haphazard, erratic methods have 
bred disillusionment where enthusiasm most needed: 


“Graniczka’s brigade was not only famous Lublin. 
Its brigadier, whose work results may considered aver- 
age for the whole brigade, has produced average 
less than 200 percent since April. However, 
due pressure [for exceeding norms], Graniczka’s bri- 
gade considerably lowered the quality its work. The 
Party committee intervened. Instead ordering care- 
ful supervision, simply dissolved the brigade. The re- 
sults? Graniczka himself performs 400 percent and im- 
proves the quality his work, while half his old brigade 
falls below required norms. Furthermore, now, when an- 
other brigade must organized, there are volunteers 


for the post brigadier. Thus, young people are disil- 
lusioned.” 


Communist youth leaders are also guilty adhering 
the letter rather than the spirit Party regulations. This 
the case the Lublin workers’ hostel, where harsh en- 
forcement rules has discouraged young workers from 
participating Communist activities: 

The are inhabited only the wind, 
and radio sets are merely silent decorations. Instead 
improving living conditions and making cultural activi- 
ties lively, the management decided ‘educate’ board- 
ers forbidding them organize dances the com- 
munity room, and forcing girls come home 


that was sheer physical impossibility for 
them the theater.” 


Low Work Output 


Worker and manager apathy Romania have caused 
setbacks production. Recent press attacks against 
bureaucracy condemn the resistance innovations and 
lack progress evident throughout the economic ad- 
ministration. From commentary Scanteia 


February 19, appears that the drive for increased pro- 


duction has been thwarted formalistic management: 


“Socialist competitions would more successful 
formalistic and bureaucratic methods were abolished: 
until now they have hampered the competitive system 
depriving its political content, and paralyzing 
the energy and creative initiative the masses. 
many places, workers are prevented from drafting indi- 
vidual contracts and are forced use standard blanks 
made out the authorities. The leader our 
Party requests all Party organizations, all State organs 
and all economic units wage unrelenting war 
against bureaucracy all branches activity, for 
the enemy progress and all innovations.” 


Political 


“Look you, you have improve shall everything possible 
promote you higher position.” 


From Sturshel (Sofia), February 


Two days later, Scanteia, February 21, attributed low 
coal production the Lupeni Mines Hunedoara 
bureaucratic management: 


“Chief engineers Baciu and Lazar find more 
convenient sit their offices and shuffle papers like 
the real bureaucrats they are, instead supporting the 
miners’ expressed desires for more planning and com- 
petitive work. Lagging coal production, which bene- 
fits our internal enemies and American and British im- 
perialists, due bureaucracy and obstructs 
implementation the Five Year Plan.” 


That bureaucracy presents major threat Communist 
success evident from recent speech made Polish 
Prime Minister Bierut the Eighth Plenum the Party 
Central Committee March 28. Bierut demanded the 
elimination “bourgeois complexes” which separate the 
people from the Party: 


“We can increase our strength only conducting 
fierce and stubborn struggle against all those errors 
which weaken our ties with the nation against bu- 
reaucracy, passivism, the attitude dignitary,’ 
nepotism and drunkenness—in brief, against the whole 
heritage bourgeois and petty-bourgeois complexes and 
habits. who lacks the strength perseverence 
eliminate these complexes not worthy stand the 
ranks the most dedicated proletarian fighters and 
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loyal patriots. who are weak and passive, who 


shilly-shally obstruct the progress the standard- 
bearers Stalinist ideals.” 


Bierut’s statement that bureaucracy bourgeois phe- 
nomenon characteristic Communist propaganda. The 
Communist system has produced its own brand bu- 
reaucracy, which endangers its very foundations. Franz 
Kafka needed describe and Nikolai Gogol por- 
tray its corrosive effects human beings. 


GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 


Recent conferences, decrees and editorials the Iron 
Curtain area revealed continued difficulties due low 
popular morale. Czechoslovakia, worker unrest and de- 
fection were clearly evident; Bulgaria, series con- 
ferences was held eliminate economic failures; and 
Poland, new decrees indicated that the regime plagued 
widespread theft State property and poor quality 
production. 

Other Communist activities were patterned Soviet 
examples: the Hungarian Parliament passed amendments 
the election law, and the Romanian regime announced 
amnesty similar that decreed earlier the Malenkov 
Government. both cases, these measures were propa- 
ganda designed give impression Communist de- 
mocracy; however, they hardly altered the basic facts 
Stalinist totalitarianism. 

The Satellite Governments also continued attack ex- 
ternal and internal enemies. Social Democrats were de- 
nounced connection with Marx’s anniversary; the Czech- 
oslovak regime conducted vigorous campaign against the 
Western radio; and Poland and Albania, terrorist bands 
and espionage groups allegedly financed the were 
put trial. The drive against the Polish Catholic Church 
also continued, and the Episcopate was reprimanded for 


not giving full support the regime. 


Romanian Amnesty 


April about week after the Malenkov Govern- 
ment passed similar measure, the Romanian Communist 
regime announced amnesty decree. Its extent diffi- 
cult determine, since the decree does not contain any 
precise description the crimes for which pardons are 
being issued. This and other important regulations affect- 
ing the terms the amnesty are dealt with sub- 
sequent appendices which probably will not made avail- 
able the public. However, clear that political 
prisoners will not released. 

According Radio Bucharest, April prisoners serving 
sentences two years will pardoned. Longer sentences 
will reduced graduated scale: for instance, 
sentences four years, the first two years will re- 
mitted and the remaining two years will reduced 
months. sentences between iour and eight years, the 


first two years will remitted, the second two years cut 
one third, and the time over four years cut half. 
Certain prisoners are freed regardless the length 
their sentences. This group includes persons over 60, 
mothers with chiidren below the age seven, and pregnant 
women. But certain that, the USSR, persons 
imprisoned for economic sabotage and counter-revolution- 
ary activities, will not affected the amnesty. From 
commentary Agerpress, April appears that only 
penalties for minor crimes will reduced: 


“Remission some smaller penalties the spheres 
agriculture, forestry, private trade, cooperatives and 
handicrafts was possible because the new conditions 
rectify some mistakes, exaggerations acts injustice 
caused some cases unjust interpretations the 
penal code inherited from the 
gime. The remission some penalties reflects the Gov- 
ernment’s concern for the observance the people’s law, 
which important condition for the steady consoli- 
dation the people’s democratic regime. The amnesty 
another testimony the ever-increasing force the 
people’s power, and the consolidation and development 
the state.” 


New Polish Decrees 


March the Polish State Council passed new de- 
crees safeguard consumers, combat low quality produc- 
tion and protect “Socialized” property. The first decree 
directed against dishonest retailers who pilfer goods from 
State stores. The second decree designed prevent the 
sale faulty merchandise unsuspecting consumers. Re- 
tailers who store hide material, engage speculation 
cheat customers, are now liable imprisonment. 

The third decree states that violation law 
provide retailers with inferior products and that such 
act tantamount economic sabotage. Plant managers, 
heads production departments, and officials charge 
inspecting goods, will punished with five years’ 
imprisonment for distributing selling low quality goods 
This decree reveals that shoddy production major 
problem confronting regime leaders. According Radio 
Warsaw, April one its most serious effects destroy 
popular confidence “Socialist” industry: “Blunt razor 
blades, tooth paste the consistency stone poor de- 


signs poor fabrics, shoddily finished 


many curses against producers have they not invoked. 
Inferior goods harm the national economy and sap con- 
sumer confidence our Socialist industry.” 

The fourth decree was necessitated the prevalence 


petty larceny State enterprises, which continually 
nounced the regime press. Admonitions about respecting 
Socialized property have apparently been avail, and 
the future, severe penalties will imposed those who 


steal materials and goods from State enterprises. The 
punishment provided all four decrees high, ranging 
from six months’ ten years’ imprisonment. 

That pilfering State property widespread practice 


ta 


clear from the following poem the fourth decree, broad- 
cast over Radio Warsaw, March 28: 


finds, takes home. 

did not steal—how could he?—he simply found 

And his now. And his because 

Property belongs all. Even the Government his. 

And although knows that something amiss, 

Although fears, soon decides: his. 

This man takes planks, the other takes cement, 

Another takes wool from factories. Everything good. 

Medicine, nails, set tools; 

says jokingly: pinched from place. 

borrowed something year ago. meant 

return it. didn’t. ‘forgot.’ 

Such trifle. Such little bit. And soon 

Tons. From pennies—dollars. And from dollars— 
millions. 

And thus the decree here let you know 

That all these trifles are simply: theft.” 


Bierut Speaks 


March 28, the Central Committee the Polish Com- 
munist Party held its eighth plenary session which Prime 
Minister Bierut delivered address entitled “The Im- 
mortal Teachings Comrade Stalin—A Weapon the 
Fight for Further Strengthening the Party and the Na- 
tional Front.” The major portion Bierut’s speech was 
eulogy Stalin. However, the Prime Minister also dealt 
with tasks confronting Polish Communists. recom- 
mended expansion and “purification” Party ranks, 
stronger ties with the non-Party masses, and greater friend- 
ship with the Soviet Union. Bierut said that fulfill these 
tasks, promote the “Socialist” develop- 
ment the masses, and improve the work and theoretical 
knowledge Party members. quoted Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw), March 31, Bierut said: 


are enormously important tasks] confronting 
all Party organs and units, and, particular, local or- 
against rotten liberalism local organizations, against 
weaknesses and bourgeois habits, against nepotism and 
symptoms deterioration among individuals over whom 
little control exercised, and even among entire Party 
groups. Without merciless fight against these symp- 
toms, shall fail achieve the proper results in- 
creasing and strengthening our Party organizations.” 


the conclusion his address, Bierut spoke about the 
effect Stalin’s death the Polish nation: 


“In these days mourning have witnessed 
unusual demonstration the power 
idea, the consolidation entire society—an 
entire nation. these painful moments that mil- 
lions people have looked into the depths their 
hearts and become aware their own feelings, which, 
[previously unnoticed], were ripening and building their 
own paths [into the future].” 


The plenum adopted Bierut’s address directive for 
Party work throughout the country. The plenum also 


Political 


approved the appointment Edmund Pszczolkowski 
member the Central Committee and its organiza- 
tional bureau’s secretariat. Vice-Premier Tadeusz Gede 
was also accepted member the Central Committee, 
and first Party District Secretaries Wladyslaw Kruczek 
(Bydgoszcz), Walenty Titkow (Cracow), and Franciszek 
Wachowicz (Szczecin), were accepted deputy members. 


Amendments Hungarian Election Law 

preparation for the May elections the Hun- 
garian Parliament, the National Assembly approved several 
amendments the election law March 18. According 
the new regulations, the Independent People’s Front 
will draw the final list candidates, nominated po- 
litical parties, mass organizations, factories, machine tractor 
stations, State farms, cooperatives, and police and military 
organizations. similar use people’s front organizations 
characterized the recent elections Poland and Romania. 
The intention was create impression national 
solidarity and aura democratic procedure. 

The Assembly also reduced the voting age from 
18, and reorganized electoral districts. While previously, 
several counties comprised one district, now, each county, 
well the capital, separate district. Further, 
the number representatives elected will based 
the total population instead the number voters 
before. These revisions are patterned the Soviet sys- 
tem. Despite the amendments, the single ballot system still 
prevails and only Communist-approved candidates will 
permitted run. 


Successors 

March 21, Prime Minister Antonin Zapotocky was 
elected President Czechoslovakia succeed Klement 
Gottwald who died March 14. However, Zapotocky 
was not entrusted with all the Party functions held his 
predecessor. For instance, was not given leadership 
the Party Secretariat, post assumed Gottwald 
September 1951, after Rudolph Slansky was dismissed and 
the office Secretary General officially abolished. Instead, 
the direction the Party Secretariat has been given 
Antonin Novotny, Deputy Chairman the Cabinet. 
Zapotocky has also not succeeded Gottwald Party Chair- 
man. According the new Party charter December 
1952, the Party Presidium the highest Party organ; the 
charter does not mention whether not the post 
Chairman exists. 

Since Gottwald’s death, there have -been number 
attempts explain why posts previously held him have 
been distributed among several Party leaders. radio 
talk March 22, Vice-Chairman the Cabinet, Zdenek 
Nejedly, explained the claiming that Gottwald 
was irreplaceable: “Zapotocky cannot become another 
Gottwald, and therefore Zapotocky will not alone.” 
This open admission that one man has full com- 
mand the Government. 

According Nejedly, this parceling Gottwald’s posts 
has solved several problems: “Viliam Siroky was ‘naturally 

(continued page 14) 
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The Czechoslovak Incumbents 


Antonin Zapotocky was born December 19, 1884, 
Zakolany, Bohemia. His father, tailor, was founder 
the Czech Social Democratic Party, and prior World 
War Zapotocky was party and trade union functionary. 
After the war, was one the leaders the party’s 
radical wing, and 1921, co-founder the Communist 
Party, whose Secretary General became 1922. 
attended the various Comintern Congresses, was member 
Parliament, and leader the Communist-dominated 
Red Trade Unions. 1939, was arrested the Nazis 
while attempting cross the border into Poland, and was 
interned Sachsenhausen concentration camp until the 
end the war. his return Prague, became 
Chairman the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement 
which, although composed primarily non-Communists, 
was Communist-run. its leader, Zapotocky was pow- 
erful factor domestic politics and one the main insti- 
gators the February 1948 coup. was appointed 
Deputy Prime Minister the first post-coup Cabinet, and 
carried out the second nationalization drive which re- 
sulted the elimination private enterprise eco- 
nomic sectors with the exception agriculture. When 
Gottwald was elected President Czechoslovakia June 
1948, Zapotocky became Prime Minister. held this 
post until March 21, 1953, when was elected President 
after Gottwald’s death. Zapotocky known have more 
commonsense than most his colleagues and adept 
handling people. has some popularity with the trade 
unions well. Nonetheless, deeply committed 
Communist the other members the leadership, and 
confirmed Party man. 

Viliam Siroky was born Bratislava May 31, 1902. 
1921, helped found the Communist Party Bratis- 
lava, and after making his way slowly the top, was 
elected member Parliament 1935. 1938, took 
over the leadership Slovak Communists and organized 
the Party illegally before left for France. When most 
the Communist leaders were arrested 1940, Siroky 
returned Slovakia and tried establish new Party 
center. But he, too, was arrested and tried within few 
During his hearing, claimed that had pur- 
sued the same goals the Fascist Hlinka Party, with the 
difference that while the latter relied Berlin’s support, 
and his followers counted Moscow’s. 1945, 
was released from prison, and went Kosice, where 
was appointed Deputy Prime Minister for the Communist 
Party Slovakia. Siroky was close associate Gott- 
wald, but thoroughly disliked Clementis, and was probably 
major factor bringing about the latter’s liquidation. 
Siroky succeeded Clementis Minister Foreign Affairs, 
and held this post and that Deputy Premier until Febru- 
ary 1953, when was appointed Prime 


Siroky considered typical demagogue. Exiles say that 
with regard intelligence and leadership far inferior 
both Gottwald and Zapotocky who, their experience, 
training and natural talents, acquired basic knowledge 
economics and government. Siroky also known 
more ambitious, ruthless and irresponsible than Zapotocky, 
and feared because this. 

Antonin Novotny, born Letnany near Prague De- 
cember 10, 1904, old-time Communist who held only 
minor posts the Communist Party prior World War 
II. 1941, was arrested member the Commu- 
nist resistance, and some time after his liberation, was 
given the post Chief Regional Party Secretary Prague. 
When the Communists took power, also became mem- 
ber Parliament, and May 1949, was elected the 
Central Committee. Novotny’s biggest promotion came 
September 1951 when, after Slansky’s demotion, was 
elected the newly-established organizational secretariat. 
and Foreign Minister Vaclav David are the only po- 
litical survivors the six secretaries chosen that time. 
December, Novotny was made member the po- 
litical secretariat and thus became the only leading official 
belonging both secretariats. the same time, was 
promoted post the Party Presidium. The fact that 
Novotny has now been chosen direct the Party Secre- 
tariat indicates that has rapidly achieved one the 
most powerful positions the country. remains 
seen whether Zapotocky will preside over Presidium 
and Central Committee meetings and become new 
titular head the Party. 

Jaromir Dolansky was born Prague February 25, 
1895. While attending Prague University, was active 
the students’ movement and member Masaryk’s 
Realist Party. However, joined the Communist Party 
when was first organized, and was Secretary its Parlia- 
mentary Club until 1928. Ten years later, was one 
its five underground Party leaders. 1939, when at- 
tempted escape Poland, was arrested the Nazis 
and imprisoned until the end the war. After liberation, 
went Moscow, where stayed until August 1945. 
Then, returned Prague and became Deputy the 
National Assembly and Deputy Central Secretary the 
Party under Slansky, with whom had strained relations. 
1946, was appointed Minister Finance, and 
April 1949, became first Minister-Chairman the newly- 
created State Planning Office. held this post until De- 
cember 1951, when was made Deputy Prime Minister 
and charged with the supervision the economic sector. 
Dolansky one the Party’s best experts Marxism- 
Leninism, and has played important role drafting 
economic plans. known ambitious, but neither 
brutal nor rude. 
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ANTONIN ZAPOTOCKY 


JAROMIR DOLANSKY 


Karol Bacilek, born October 1896 Potanky, 
locksmith profession. 1915, was inducted into the 
Austro-Hungarian Army and subsequently imprisoned for 
instigating rebellion. After the war joined the Social 
Democratic Party, 1921, helped found the Communist 
Party. held various Party posts until 1930, when 
became Central Secretary the Party Slovakia. 
1938, was one the leaders the illegal Communist 
movement, and May 1939, went Moscow. returned 
Slovakia 1940, only return the USSR 1941, 
where reported have served the Red Army. 
1943, was allegedly parachuted into Nazi-occupied Po- 
land. From there, crossed Slovakia and participated 
preparations for the national uprising 1944. After the 
war, became member Parliament, and 1950, 
succeeded Gustav Husak Chairman the Slovak Board 
Commissioners. September 1951, became Minister 
State Control; January 1952, Minister National 
Security; and February 1953, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister. such, still retains his ministerial post. Bacilek 
considered limited intelligence and known 
for his ruthlessness and blind Stalinist devotion. 

Alexej Cepicka, born August 19, 1910, received 
law degree from Prague University 1935, and worked 


KAROL BACILEK 


CEPICKA 


candidate-judge and law clerk until 1938, when 
joined the illegal Communist Party. was arrested 
twice 1942 and interned Auschwitz and Buchenwald. 
After the war, was first chairman the Kromeriz na- 
tional committee, and May 1946, was elected member 
the Constituent National Assembly. There, was 
nominated the committee charged with preparing 
new constitution, and known and disliked for his brutality 
and radical opinions. December 1947, was appointed 
Minister Internal Trade, and after the coup, became 
Minister Justice. reorganized the judicial system 
along Soviet lines, and 1949, initiated the campaign 
against the Churches. April 1950, took over the 
Ministry National Defense and carried out far-reaching 
purges and the large-scale Sovietization the Army. 
February 1953, received the additional post Deputy 
Prime Minister. 

Cepicka has been implicated numerous crimes, in- 
cluding malversation, financial manipulations, and con- 
spiracy murder plots. claimed that was feared 
even his own father-in-law, Gottwald. However, despite 
Cepicka’s recent promotion, his star has been waning since 
early 1952, and said that his many enemies would 
delighted liquidate him ever the opportunity arises. 


VILIAM SIROKY ANTONIN NOVOTNY 


(continued from page 11) 


and unanimously’” named Prime Minister, and “other as- 


sistants Gottwald are forming cadre authorized 
continue Gottwald’s work Gottwald’s spirit.” However, 
the question who the new titular head the Party 
has not been solved. (See pp. 12-13). 


Difficulties With Workers 


Worker unrest has been increasingly evident Czecho- 
slovakia since the beginning the year. view con- 
tinuing poor production, the regime has abandoned its at- 
tempts conceal signs dissatisfaction, and has openly 
criticized workers for indifference Government needs. 
some cases, they have even been accused rebelling 
against State policy. For instance, early March, Nova 
Svoboda, the Party organ Ostrava, complained that the 
Doubrava pit owes hundreds thousands tons coal 
the Republic. The newspaper declared that the reasons 
for failure were the large labor turnover and the high 
percentage worker absenteeism. The newspaper also 
said that miners’ meeting, which “ended complete 
chaos, reactionary elements had dared elect delegation 
Prague protest certain justified and necessary provi- 
sions.” Disciplinary action was taken against three Com- 
munist delegates, but according Nova Svoboda, the 
penalty was too mild. However, the Chairman the Party 
organization the pit refused inflict harsher punish- 
ment, declaring: always side with the miners.” 


Worker opposition civil defense training was the sub- 
ject editorial the newspaper Rovnost (Brno), 
March 14. “Paramilitary training considered minor 
importance. Sometimes the Party organization entirely 
ignores the existence SVAZARM the community. 
some plants, the greatest difficulty have that Party 
officials consider superfluous burden.” 


The Central organ the Slovak Communist Party, 
Pravda (Bratislava), March complained that Commu- 
nist “peace” propaganda was unsuccessful in, production 
centers, where crucial increase output. Pravda 
stated that worker pacificism was main source defi- 
ciencies: 

“One the main obstacles the active struggle for 
peace pacifism, which confused the minds many 
people during the initial phase the peace movement, 
most effectively constantly stressing for each 
individual participate the peace struggle. However, 
some newspapers are not doing this. 


Pravda stated that the publication Blesk was one the 
few papers which had shown proper understanding 
“peace propaganda.” example what this propa- 
ganda should be, Pravda quoted the following excerpt from 
editorial printed the October 31, 1952 edition 
Blesk, entitled “Are You Aware What Pleases War- 
mongers?”: “They are pleased when can still find 
transfer orders which contribute labor turnover 
when there are still cases people who refuse perform 


certain tasks, claiming that the work does not appeal 
them.” 

Under such conditions, difficult for the Czecho- 
slovak regime meet Kremlin demands, become the 
East’s shockworker brigade, demanded Stalin. Min- 
ister State Security Karol Bacilek evidently had this 
mind when discussed poor work morale Nova 
(Prague), November 1952. Bacilek declared that de- 
spite the liquidation the Slansky center, there were still 
hostile “Slanskyite” elements within the Party. According 
Bacilek, Slansky’s influence evident incorrect re- 
ports plan fulfillment, production failures, misuse 
valuable and scarce material, and disregard for plans, 
that market exists for goods produced: 


“We can eliminate such [hostile acts] only pun- 
ish not only sabotage but loitering and negligence 
well. Both State Farms and Local National Com- 
mittees, statistical reports are inexact, even purposely 
incorrect order conceal the true state affairs. Re- 
jects production occur too often, and plant manage- 
ments and worker-plant organizations not 
serious efforts eliminate this. have had cases 
where the percentage rejects 
amounted 100 percent. Frequent offenses against 
State discipline occur the sector wages. Overtime 
wages are paid when work could have been accomplished 
during office hours. There have been cases theft 
valuable metals, aluminum, and even copper used 
employees various metallurgic enterprises order 
make home washing machines.” 


From these excerpts clear that workers disobey the 
regime, and that the will fulfill production norms 
lacking. Demands for speedy production and poor work 
and living conditions incite this unrest. However, accord- 
ing President Zapotocky, there little possibility that 
worker conditions will improve the near future because 
“means are lacking for such purposes.” 


Bulgarian Conferences 


eliminate widespread shortcomings education and 
production, the Bulgarian Communist regime recently 
called two nation-wide conferences. The first meeting was 
attended Party, Government and Trade Union officials, 
who discussed methods fulfilling the 1953 plan. The 
second conference dealt with activities the cultural 
front. After these meetings ended, ministries and govern- 
ment agencies held individual conferences which reports 
were made past mistakes and methods improving 
From March commentary Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), appears that the conferences were not 
entirely successful. The newspaper complained that many 
reports were superficial and failed point out basic rea- 
sons for 1952 failures. Furthermore, criticism was directed 
only minor agencies, instead including central offices 
and managements. Fear punishment was probably the 
source this evasion well efforts conceal errors. 
“In certain cases, shortcomings were concealed. Several 
attempts were made ignore failures and avoid dis- 
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cussing reasons for them.” Rabotnichesko Delo concluded 
that deficiencies were mainly due poor planning, poor 
leadership, poor organization, and finally, the fact that 
workers and officials are rarely called account for their 
mistakes. 


Trouble With Children 


Last June, the Bulgarian Communist Party passed 
resolution the effect that State enterprises and Party 
and mass organizations must take over the leadership 
the Pioneers, the Communist children’s organization. This 
support was given mainly building new Pioneer 
homes where boys and girls between the ages and 
could receive Marxist indoctrination. However, despite 
this emphasis the importance guiding the work 
Pioneers, the organization’s activities are still unsatisfactory. 
editorial March 24, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), 


complained that many Party organizations have shown no. 


interest the “Socialist” education the younger genera- 
tion. Sports activities, particular, have been neglected; 
the Communist youth organization, DUPY, has failed 
provide Pioneers with competent leaders; and Communist 
teachers lack interest Pioneer work. These complaints 
indicate that the Communists are having great difficulties 
re-educating children, well adults, along Marxist lines. 


Trials 


show trial seven South Albanians accused espi- 
onage and diversion for Greece was announced Radio 
Tirana March 26. The accused were listed Abdullah 
Shemezoto, farmer; Tahir Kalo, former militiaman 
the Rome Royal Guard; Xhafer Bejto from Greece; 
Hekuran Kugeshi, Adriatik Kadalliu, Selfo Asliani and 
Hajdar Zhafa. Shemezoto, the leader the group, ad- 
mitted having received gold “Napoleons,” and arms 
and ammunition from his Greek instructors. also “con- 
fessed” that had sent secret military and political in- 
formation Albania Greece, and that had been 
contact with other espionage groups since 1951. Another 
defendant “confessed” that the group was charged with 
the task committing terrorist acts and murdering Party 
and Government leaders. Weapons and wireless trans- 
mitter were allegedly given them for this purpose. Sheme- 
zoto was sentenced death, and the others received prison 
sentences ranging from years. During the trial, 
the State emphasized Greece’s important role “Anglo- 
American espionage work.” 

March 27, Polish court sentenced three men 
death and three others prison for anti-Communist espi- 
onage allegedly financed the US. According the 
indictment, the organizers the group, Wladyslaw Borski 
and Sergiusz Pirog, had “impaired the peaceful building 
People’s Poland,” plotting terrorist acts and smuggling 
spies onto Polish and Soviet territory. The newspaper 
Glos Pracy (Warsaw), quoted the prosecutor’s thumb- 
People’s Poland, enemy the Soviet Union. [He is] 
expert forger, person who sought the pleasures 
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decadent capitalism, who abandoned his wife and only 
child. Pirog active spy who, for his dollar masters, 
recruited agents who shared his ideas and lacked all 
pride.” Borski was described criminal, heckler, 
man who fancies easy income, traitor his country, 
and hired spy who advanced rapidly the American 
Intelligence Service.” The prosecutor told the Szczecin 
court that the trial was warning all those who take 
the path treason: 


this lesson] show them that they are ruth- 
lessly exploited, that, without any consideration for their 
lives, they are thrown into activity directed against their 
own motherland. However, they cannot will not 
understand this, they should bear mind that will 
not indulge them, that there pity for such traitors.” 


Simultaneous with the Szczecin trial, trial “terrorist 
robber band” took place Lapy near Bialystok. The. 
seven defendants were listed “kulaks, former members 
the Gestapo and priests,” who allegedly murdered and 
plundered villagers “collaborating building the new 
According the prosecutor, the band was inspired 
its activities broadcasts Voice America and BBC. 
The two priest-defendants, Wiktor Borysiewicz and Czeslaw 
Rakowski, were accused protecting the gang, and 
quoted saying court that “neither the Lomza Curia 
nor the Episcopate had ever issued pastoral letter con- 
demning the activity bands the participation priests 
them.” The court sentenced four defendants death, 
the two priests five and seven years’ imprisonment, and 
the seventh defendant ten years prison. 

interesting note that, for the first time, trials held 
Bialystok and Szczecin did not produce specific attacks 
against “treacherous emigre activities.’ However, the 
prosecutor did criticize the Polish Church hierarchy 
connection with the activities the two priests. 


Enemies 


Throughout the month, the Polish Communist regime 
continued its campaign against higher Church officials, 
accusing them supporting anti-Communist activities, 
West German revisionism and Vatican policy. March 
12, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), launched direct attack 
against the Episcopate for allegedly tolerating and encour- 
aging anti-State attitudes among the clergy. The news- 
paper said that although the time the Cracow trial 
the Episcopate had condemned such attitudes harmful 
both the Government and the Church, had done 
nothing prove its words. Because this, Trybuna Ludu 
declared, the Episcopate was guilty hypocrisy: 

“There great difference between the [hostile] 
attitude the huge majority Polish priests toward 
criminal, anti-State activity and that the Polish 
Episcopate, which plays dual role and tries confuse 
the Government and the people. How much the Epis- 
copate’s statement [about severing all connections with 
worth, when well-known that the ma- 
jority Curiae, atmosphere hatred for People’s 
Poland still prevails, and that Church authorities 
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nounce] priests who want work loyally for the State 
and adhere the [Church-State] agreement.” 


Trybuna Luda also condemned the Polish Episcopate 
and the Catholic newspaper Powszechny for fail- 
ing denounce “anti-Polish activities the Vatican” and 
the West German attitude towards the Western Terri- 
tories. The newspaper declared that “public opinion will 
longer tolerate this state affairs. will not permit 
any transgression the rights and vital interests the 
Polish People’s Republic.” 

The March issue Trybuna Ludu contained another 
attack against high Church officials, who were accused 
having ties with “reactionary capitalist circles.” 


“Leading organs the Western Church, headed 
the Vatican, try use the Catholic Church the 
People’s Democracies. Traditional ties between the 
Church hierarchy, particularly top levels, and 
landlord-capitalist reactionary circles provide the 
basis for [using] the Church the fight against the Pol- 
ish nation. Higher Church officials try induce the 
lower clergy play two-faced role. There little 
doubt but that this helps foreign agencies.” 


New attacks demanding the liquidation enemies 
Soviet Latvia, and the sudden replacement Minister 
Security Alfons Novik the Russian Kovalchuk, indi- 
cate that large-scale purge may pending Latvia. 
Until recently, only “bourgeois nationalists” were listed 
opponents the regime, but the latest denunciations in- 
clude Trotskyites, Social Democrats and Zionists among 
the enemy ranks. this connection, Secretary the Lat- 
vian Communist Party, Kalnberzins wrote Pravda, 
March 15: 


“It should not forgotten that bourgeois Latvia was 
anti-Soviet espionage nest, which distributed lies 
about the Socialist state. Even today, anti-Communist 
elements are found Latvia. These are bourgeois 
nationalists, Jewish Zionists, Social Democrats and Trot- 
skyites. Because borderland, Soviet Latvia must 
[inexorable toward enemies]. The Party 
teaches the Latvian people that people’s democracy 
cannot exist without great vigilance and that without 
friendship for the great Russian nation, impossible 
for the Latvian people free.” 


Social Democrats Attacked 


The seventieth anniversary Karl Marx’s death was 
celebrated throughout the Iron Curtain area March 14. 
Among Hungarian propaganda disseminated for the occa- 
sion was vehement denunciation Social Democrats 
the March issue Szabad Nep. Although similar attacks 
have appeared continually past months, this latest dia- 
tribe distinguished new note: the regime now claims 
that the destruction capitalism impossible without the 
destruction “Social Democratism” among workers. This 
suggests that, despite repeated admonitions about the dan- 
gers Social Democracy, the Communists have not suc- 
ceeded suppressing the internal opposition and indus- 
trial sabotage allegedly perpetrated them. According 


Szabad Nep, the Social Democrats are guilty 
ing Marx’s theories, undermining anti-Fascist resistance 
World War II, and becoming imperialist agents: 


Lenin and Stalin, defending Marxism from op- 
portunistic distortions and forgeries, ruthlessly exposed 
and pilloried Social Democracy. Following Lenin 
and Stalin, Hungarian Communists fought against the 
falsifiers Marxism, against the traitors the revolu- 
tionary workers’ movement Hungary. Those who 
falsified Marx’s teaching Hungary have [now] com- 
pleted their inglorious historical role. Social Democracy 
presently the ideological support capitalism. 
impossible destroy capitalism without destroying 
Social Democratism among the working class.” 


the same occasion, attack against Social Demo- 
crats also appeared the Bulgarian press. Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), March 15, declared that although “rightist- 
Socialists” help the “imperialists” turn back the clock 
history, they are incapable saving either themselves 
capitalism: 

criminal policy, and openly demonstrating their 
brutal hatred for the Soviet Union and countries the 
people’s democracy, these mercenary bourgeois lackeys 
and traitors the working class [are being discovered 
and unmasked] the working people. The 
are turning their backs the despicable rightist So- 
cialists—servants the instigators new world war.” 


The Western Radio 


The Czechoslovak Government has recently directed 
sharp attacks against Radio Free Europe and Voice 
America, March 25, Foreign Minister Vaclav David 
declared the Political Committee: “Radio Free 
Europe and Voice America give direct assistance 
agents, spies and saboteurs. Both stations are used for 
constant hostile propaganda against Czechoslovakia and 
other peaceloving countries. They instigate treason, vio- 
lence, and the murder peaceful citizens.” 

February 11, Rude Pravo (Prague), denounced 
Radio Free Europe for supporting Adenauer: “They try 
transform the devil into angel. They want cover 
the Hitlerite mercenary with palm leaves. all liars 
were struck lightning, trace would left Radio 
Free Europe instigators.” 

show trial March three defendants were ac- 
cused having plotted help Rudolph Slansky escape 
orders transmitted Radio Free Europe. The group was 
sentenced from years prison. The Western 
Radio has also been held accountable for numerous airplane 
escapes. January 30, the Communists released the 
film “Kidnapped” (see November, 1952 issue, pp. 39-40), 
story the abduction Czechoslovak passenger plane 
for which Radio Free Europe was allegedly responsible. 
(In the summer 1949, the plane flew from Prague 
Erding near Munich instead Brno, Moravia). The 
premiere “Kidnapped” was somewhat delayed because 
the script had altered twice. The first version de- 
picted the pilot patriot who was forced gunpoint 


take the plane West Germany. But the pilot returned 
Czechoslovakia only get his wife and escape with her 
the West. One the heroes the second version was 
involuntary escapee employed the Czechoslovak airlines. 
The script had altered again, because this hero was 
arrested connection with the Slansky trial. 

Despite the propaganda issued above, and intensified 
security measures, escapes plane have continued 
harass regime leaders. order explain these away, 
the Communists have adopted the line that many the 
passengers returned Czechoslovakia, not because 
family ties, most probable, but because they not 
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want “liberated.” For instance, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Zdenek Nejedly, declared over Radio Prague, April 


“That was some cheering, when out-and-out gangsters 
seized one our passenger planes and landed with the 
travellers Frankfurt. ‘People are fleeing from the Com- 
munist hell,’ shouted the Voice America and Radio 
Free Europe. Someone tried funny and said that 
ought make another ‘Kidnapped.’ But they soon 
stopped laughing and shouting. the re- 
fused stay [in the those six were criminals. 
Even the American liberation policy suffered heavy 
blow. How can [the Americans] liberate people who 
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Economic Section 


Farms and Foreign Trade 


TRADE TRENDS 


The division the world into two parallel and distinct 
world markets was described Joseph Stalin the “most 
important economic consequence the second World 
War.” The economic integration this second world mar- 
ket, that the USSR and the captive countries, has already 
come long way. series foreign trade agreements 
among the Satellites and between the Satellites and the 
Soviet Union, “interlocking trade directorate” East 
and Central Europe rapidly being consolidated, and East- 
West trade constantly being diminished consequence. 

important review article entitled “The Foreign 
Trade the European People’s Democracies,” printed 
the Moscow monthly, Torgovlia (Foreign 
Trade), Nr. 10, October, 1952, Ivanov attempts de- 
fine the trade patterns and history this separate market. 
gives the general characteristics Satellite trade with 
special emphasis the central position the Soviet 
Union and with stress Soviet contributions that trade. 

Ivanov maintains that new industrial revolution has 
changed the prewar trade patterns increasing the indus- 
trial potential the area. the level industrial 
production Poland compared prewar times was 2.9 
times great 1951; Czechoslovakia, was 1.7 times 
great; Hungary, 2.5 times; Romania, 1.9 times; 
Bulgaria, 4.6 times; and Albania more than times.” 
This increase result the development the heavy 
and machine tool industries which Ivanov believes 
the “basis for building socialism.” These industries supply 
transport and agriculture with new techniques for the 
changeover from capitalism “Socialism” and result 
these productive changes, foreign trade presumably in- 


creases. However, “Socialist principles” trade differ from 
those governing capitalist foreign trade. the “People’s 
Democracies,” foreign trade adjunct the economic 
plans and its “underlying principle increase the well 
being the masses and broaden economic collaboration 
and peaceful relations between nations.” Ivanov then 
points out: 

“The new world market the camp the People’s 
Democracies developed quickly. does not know the 
difficulties finding markets and systematically in- 
creases industrial facilities without danger economic 
crisis. Foreign trade turnover among the People’s Democ- 
racies increased more than three times from 1948 
1952. Even take into account the dwindling trade 
with capitalist countries, overall total foreign trade 
increased more than twice.” 


The direction foreign trade East and Central 
Europe changed entirely after World War II, both with 
regard trade with the USSR and among the Satellite 
countries. Ivanov presents trade development terms 
percentages total trade, import and export, (but 
absolute figures are given) the Satellite countries among 
themselves and with the USSR the following chart: 


1937 1948 1949 1950 


Trade with the Soviet Union alone has also increased 
enormously. World War II, Albania and Hungary 
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had almost trade with the Soviet Union, but 1951 
Albania did percent and Hungary did percent 
their total trade with the USSR. Bulgaria, Poland and 
Romania increased their trade with the Soviet Union from 
less than 0.1 percent their total trade 1938 58, 25, 
and percent respectively 1951. Czechoslovakia did 
more than percent its total trade with the USSR. 


“Trade 


Ivanov attempts create the impression that the prin- 
ciples underlying trade relations the area are “trade 
equality and respect for national independence.” De- 
liveries are equal terms for “exclusive, equal, just and 
unchangeable prices which are set for long periods 
time.” Foreign trade conducted long term agreements 
and linked the economic planning each country. 

Soviet foreign trade three times larger now than 
was before the war, and the bulk it, percent, with 
the Satellite countries. Ivanov claims that the Soviet Union 
supplies the Satellite area with mining equipment, metal- 
lurgical tools, lathes, textile equipment, automobiles, 
tractors, chemicals, agricultural machinery, iron ore, man- 
ganese, chrome, ferrous and nonferrous metals, petroleum 
and petroleum products, cotton, food and other goods. 
and raw materials are extended, well 
technical help, patents, and blueprints, the latter without 
recompense. Deliveries machinery and modern equip- 
ment the “People’s Democracies” from the USSR were, 
Ivanov says, times greater 1952 than 1948. 

Ivanov attempts prove that deliveries from the Soviet 
Union and the other Communist countries (he includes 
East Germany and China), already “almost completely 
satisfy those countries’ demands for imports,” and particu- 
larly points that the deliveries from the Soviet Union 
metallurgical equipment, machinery, metals, iron ore, 
cotton, timber, and other goods “essential for rapid indus- 
trialization,” cover almost all the needs the Satellites 
with respect these goods. And their turn, these coun- 
tries “find the Soviet Union large market for their 
goods and deliver various industrial, semi-finished, and 
agricultural products, well raw materials.” 

The exchange parity which trade officially carried 
was recently revealed Izvestia (since absolute figures are 
almost never given for trade negotiations, exchange rates 
are only point academic interest) 


rubles 
100.00 
11.20 


Although the countries the Soviet bloc deal with some 
other countries, chiefly Finland, Sweden, India, Pakistan, 
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Egypt, and some states the Middle East and Latin Amer- 
ica, their trade with capitalist countries fell from per- 
cent their total trade 1937 percent 1951, more 
than two and half times. The turnover trade with 
the “People’s Democracies” decreased times, England 
times, and France times. the total all capitalist 
foreign trade, Satellite participation fell from percent 
1937 0.2 1951. 

series annual trade agreements have recently been 
contracted between the member nations the Soviet bloc. 
Coupled with the long term agreements geared the Five 
Year Plans, these form exchange network East and 
Central Europe from which only few lines lead outward. 


Czechoslovakia 


The beginning the year the traditional time for 
Czechoslovakia create extend trade agreements with 
foreign countries. The following have been reported far: 


Romania 


February 21, the regular annual agreement for 
exchange goods with Romania was signed Prague. 
Accordingly, Czechoslovakia will import Romanian agricul- 
tural products, fodders, oil derivatives, wood products, cer- 
tain raw materials, meat, and fish. return Romania will 
receive machine equipment, trucks, and assorted products 
heavy industry. (Rude Pravo, February 24. 1953) 


Poland 


March agreement exchange goods and 
was signed between Poland and Czechoslovakia. 
Czechoslovakia will receive coal, zinc, ferrochrome, electric 
power, railway cars, chemicals, mining equipment, food 
and other agricultural products. exchange, Poland will 
receive power plant equipment, machine tools, tractors and 
other agricultural machines, magnesia, pulp, kaoline, etc. 
(Rude Pravo, March 24, 1953) 


East Germany 


March 20, negotiations Prague ended agree- 
ment supplementary protocol the long term trade 
agreement between Czechoslovakia and the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic. According the protocol, mutual trade 
will exceed last year’s approximately percent. The 
GDR will supply machine tools and industrial equipment, 
chemicals (mainly fertilizers and industrial acids), and 
optical and precision instruments. The CSR will deliver 
coke, soft coal, and other raw materials, predominantly ce- 
ramics, refractory clays, machine tools, semifinished metal- 
lurgical products, certain light and food industry products 
and certain agricultural products like hops, potato and 
grain seeds. (Rude Pravo, March 22, 1953) 

This was followed long term agreement payments 
between the CSR and the GDR April covering both 
payments for goods and financial transactions. (Svobodne 
Slovo, April 1953) 

Albania 


February 23, goods and payments agreement was 
signed with Albania, well protocol concerning de- 
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liveries industrial equipment under the long-term treaty 
1951. Czechoslovakia will supply Albania with industrial 
equipment (particularly for mining and power plants), 
machine tools, measurement and optical apparatus, elec- 
trical equipment, automobiles, tires, rolled material, phar- 
maceutical products, and paper. Albania will deliver pri- 
marily copper, chromium ore, natural and refined asphalt, 
hides, and tobacco. (Rude Pravo, February 24, 1953) 
Hungary 

February 24, agreement the exchange goods 
between Hungary and Czechoslovakia was signed 
Prague. The agreement stipulates that Czechoslovakia will 
import agricultural products, meat, various machine tool 
and electrotechnical products, well certain raw mate- 
rials from Hungary exchange for heavy machinery and 
other products heavy industry, machine equipment, and 
certain raw materials. (Rude Pravo, March 1953) 


USSR 


The negotiation the annual trade agreement with the 
Soviet Union seems difficult ever. The Czecho- 
slovak government delegation, headed the Minister 
Foreign Trade, left for Moscow January its re- 
turn had still not been reported the end March. 
However, this seems regular pattern. Last year, 
the Czechoslovak delegation stayed Moscow from De- 
cember 24, 1951 until April 1952. 

the March Czechoslovak Economic Bulletin, Dep- 
uty Minister Foreign Trade, Kocour gave what ap- 
pears the most informative report available Czech- 
oslovak-Soviet trade. According Kocour, 1952, the 
USSR supplied the CSR with nine-tenths its butter 
imports, two-thirds its raw cotton imports, half the wool 
imports, and together with China and the other “People’s 
Democracies,” all the fat imports. Annual deliveries 
grain amounted more than million tons both 1951 
and 1952. The USSR also said have supplied the 
entire Czechoslovak metallurgical requirements man- 
ganese, large quantities copper, zinc, lead, aluminum, 
nickel, tin, and other special alloys. 

Last year, the Soviet Union supplied automatic equip- 
ment for the furnaces the New Klement Gottwald Iron 
and Steel Works Kuncice, and coal combines, electric 
and pneumatic drills, rake conveyors, hewing machines and 
other mining equipment. Under agricultural machinery, 
the USSR delivered 300 grain combines, nearly 1,000 five- 
furrow plows with front share, 300 tractor-drawn disk har- 
rows, beet combines capacity hectare per 
hours, 170 grain drying units, combines for lifting flax 
which replace workers each, potato lifters and other 
machines. 

The Deputy Minister stressed the importance the 
long term agreement for 1951-55 under which the annual 
volume trade between Czechoslovakia and the Soviet 
Union would increase percent compared with the 
average turnover the years from 1948-50. However, 
Kocour was conspicuously silent the nature Czecho- 
slovak deliveries the Soviet Union. 


The West and the Middle East 


result the unlimited demands her Communist 
partners, Czechoslovakia seems unable maintain 
even the present low level trade with the West which 
once accounted for three-quarters her total exports. 
Radio Stockholm announced that Czechoslovak deliveries 
under last year’s (1952) agreement, extended April 
this year, have constantly lagged behind. Last year, 
Sweden imported million Swedish crowns’ worth 
Czechoslovak goods compared 111 millions’ worth 
1951, and sold million Swedish crowns’ worth goods 
(mostly iron ore) Czechoslovakia, compared with the 
134 millions’ worth goods exported 1951. 

Similarly, became evident that Great Britain had re- 
fused delivery Cardox pipes (used for blasting mines), 
when Rude Pravo boasted February that Czecho- 
slovak technicians had solved the problems producing 
the pipes which capitalists refused supply.” 

spite these set backs, Czechoslovak foreign trade 
officials seem striving salvage many foreign mar- 
kets possible: January 30, Czechoslovak industrial 
exhibition was opened Helsinki; reports from Turkey 
reveal that the Czechoslovak chemical national enterprise 
—Chemaspol—drastically reduced its export prices the 
Turkish market, particularly for dyestuffs, thus succeeding 
outpricing American, British, and German competitors. 
(But several shipments, mainly napthalene, had re- 
turned Chemaspol unserviceable). Last November, 
Iranian delegation visited Czechoslovakia and negotiated 
for Czechoslovak machines, apparatus, textile and rubber 
goods, exchange for cotton, wool, dried fruit, hides and 
other raw materials, thus setting Czechoslovak-Iranian 
trade contractual basis for the first time. 


New Romanian trade commitments include: 
Hungary 

Economic relations between Romania and Hungary are 
governed the long-term trade agreement June 16, 
1952, which created framework for goods exchange until 
1955 and permitted the placing reciprocal orders, 
whose exact fulfillment depends, certain extent, eco- 
nomic planning the two countries. Nothing was said 
the time about the volume trade. 

August 26, 1952, two additional protocols were 
signed which aimed the implementation provisions 
contained the earlier agreement. The first protocol estab- 
lished the minimum deliveries both sides during 1952- 
1953 and, the same time, augmented the volume 
goods exchanged, compared with the previous year. 
The second protocol deals with technical collaboration and 
reciprocal aid help ensure continuous increase the 
volume trade. 


Poland 
Late March, was announced that: 


“An agreement between Poland and the RPR for 
exchange goods and payments during 1953 was signed 


Warsaw March 10. The volume exchange will 
greater than 1952. The RPR will deliver oil prod- 
ucts, timber and chemicals. Poland will deliver lami- 
nated metals, zinc, coke, machinery and machine-tools, 
metallurgical products and chemicals.” 


Albania 


March 31, trade agreement concerning exchange 
goods between Albania and the RPR was signed 
Bucharest. Romania will ship cereals, petroleum products, 
chemicals and industrial goods, and will receive return 
raw ores, copper, etc. 


East Germany 


According Agerpress report March 31, agree- 
ment for mutual exchange goods and payments for 1953 
was signed with the German Democratic Republic 
March 28. Under the terms the agreement, Romania 
supplies agriculture produce, industrial products, products 
the machine tool, mining and chemical industries. The 
German Democratic Republic delivers machine tool prod- 
ucts, precision tools, optical and electro-technical equip- 
ment, well mining products. 


Austria 


reported that after weeks negotiations, Austria 
and Romania concluded trade agreement Vienna 
February 25. The agreement calls for exchange mer- 
chandise valued million dollars—that is, million 
dollars for each country. Romania ship agricultural 
products Austria exchange for manufactured prod- 
ucts: steel, sheet metal, trucks and machinery. has also 
been learned that talks are now under way the possi- 
bility Romania’s exporting Austria three million 
dollars worth grains for bread-making and forage. Ro- 
mania still owes Austria more than two million dollars 
goods under the previous trade agreement. 


China 
The Bucharest Agerpress issued release January 21, 
which read part: 


“Peking—The 1953 agreement for goods and payments 
exchange was signed January between the Chinese 
People’s Republic and the Romanian People’s Republic. 
The 1953 volume trade between the two countries 
will grow more than threefold compared 


Trading between Romania and China governed 
goods exchange and payment agreement for the year 1952, 
concluded August 1952. This agreement was sup- 
posed lay the foundation for extensive development 
economic cooperation between the 
Within the framework this agreement, Romania has 
undertaken supply China with industrial equipment, 
electric products, petroleum, chemical products, etc. And 
exchange, China has promised: nonferrous metals, 
chemicals, edible oils, ground nuts, tea, etc. usual, noth- 
ing known about the volume trade (which has not 
been announced even percentages compared with 
previous year). 
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USSR 


During speech delivered the occasion the 35th 
anniversary the October Revolution (November 
1952), the Secretary the Central Committee the Ro- 
manian Communist Party stressed the fact that the volume 
goods exchanged with Russia alone accounts for over 
percent the total foreign trade Romania and that 
the volume goods exchanged with Russia and the cap- 
tive countries 1952 increased almost percent the 
total volume Romania’s foreign trade. further de- 
clared that the 1952 foreign trade volume double the 
annual average for the 1934-1938 period, and, conse- 
quence the “successful building Socialism,” the struc- 
ture Romania’s foreign trade has been radically changed. 
Present exports consist of: electric motors, tractors, ma- 
chinery, cement, etc. 

exiled Romanian economist interprets these declara- 
tions follows: 


“The statement that the 1952 volume foreign trade 
was double that 1934-1938 must considered care- 
fully. During the latter period, Romanian territory was 
almost quarter larger than today, and her export 
capacity was greater. If, however, the volume trade 
has really doubled, may mean that the export grains 
and petroleum has been proportionately increased. 
These two items still form the bulk Romanian export. 
the other hand, this conclusion may true only 
the Soviet share the Sovroms, joint Soviet-Romanian 
enterprises, [See November 1952 issue] included. The 
following comparative table gives picture this rela- 
tionship: 


Free 
1952 Soviet 
Production Share 
Petroleum (million tons) 4.2 2.1 
Pig Iron (metric tons).... 416,000 110,000 
Crude Steel (metric tons) 768,000 150,000 
Rolled goods (metric tons) 347,000 100,000 
Coke (metric tons) ...... 150,000 75,000 
Methane gas (billion cubic 
2.5 1.25 
Coal (million tons) ...... 1.35 
Tractors (units H.P.) 3,800 1,800 


“In addition, there are several additional Sovroms 
which either produce large variety manufactured 
goods sell services. their case the Soviet share 
not taken services goods produced, but other 
goods Soviet choice.” 


Bulgaria 


Every year, Bulgaria signs so-called “current trade agree- 
ments” with other members the Soviet bloc and the 
USSR. She also committed long-term agreements 
(mostly “investment” agreements) concerning delivery 
machines and installations for plants, electric power 
stations, etc., under construction. 

The following are among agreements signed for 1953:; 
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Hungary 


Rabotnichesko Delo, January 25, 1953: 

“On January 23, trade agreement for 1953 was 
signed Sofia between Bulgaria and Hungary. com- 
parison with 1952, the agreement envisages consider- 
able increase the exchange goods between the two 
countries. Hungary will supply Bulgaria with machines 
and equipment, ferrous and nonferrous metals, chem- 
icals, raw materials and other valuable goods for the 
national economy. shall supply Hungary with in- 
dustrial raw materials, agricultural products, tobacco 
and other goods.” 


During 1951, Hungary accounted for 3.79 percent 
Bulgarian imports and 3.46 percent the value her 
exports. Vecherni Novini, March 27, 1952 


Romania 
Otechestven Front, February 25, 1953: 


“On February 21, trade agreement for 1953 was 
signed Bucharest, between Bulgaria and Romania. 
Romania will supply with oil products, chemicals 
and other goods. will export ores, chemicals, to- 
bacco, etc., Romania.” 


According Vecherni Novini, March 27, 1952, Ro- 
mania accounted for 0.62 percent Bulgaria’s imports 
during 1951 and 2.76 percent her exports. 


Poland 


Rabotnichesko Delo March reported protocol 
for exchange goods and payments for 1953. The proto- 
col provides for increase turnover goods be- 
tween the two countries comparison last year. Bul- 
garia will export Poland concentrates, fertilizers, ores, 
tobacco, attar roses, and other goods. Poland will ex- 
port Bulgaria rolled and sheet metals, machines and 
equipment, railroad materials, chemicals, woolens and 
other industrial products. 

Polish participation Bulgarian foreign trade 1951 
was, according Vecherni Novini, March 27, 1952, 5.93 
percent imports and 7.67 percent exports. 


East Germany 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), January 23, 1953: 


“On January 22, trade agreement for 1953 was 
signed Sofia between the Bulgarian People’s Republic 
and the German Democratic Republic. The agreement 
envisages considerable increase the exchange 
goods comparison with 1952. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic will supply Bulgaria with machines and 
equipment, chemicals, and other valuable goods for our 
economy, while shall supply East Germany with raw 
materials, agricultural products, tobacco and other 
goods.” 


According recent information, Eastern Germany ac- 
counted for 6.52 percent Bulgaria’s import, and 9.21 
percent her export during 1951 (the last year for which 
data have been published). Vecherni Novini, March 27, 
1952 


China 
agreement was also signed for 1953 with Red China, 


Peking, during December 1952. [See January 1953 
issue, pp. 27-28.] 


USSR 


was also announced Tass (Moscow) March 31, 
1953, that result successfully concluded talks be- 
tween the USSR and the Bulgarian Trade Delegation, 
protocol mutual deliveries goods for 1953 had been 
signed which provides for considerable increase trade 
turnover compared with 1952. The Soviet Union will 
supply Bulgaria with industrial equipment, agricultural 
machines, rolled steel, petroleum products, chemicals, and 
other goods. Bulgaria will supply the Soviet Union with 
products from its mining industry, tobacco, meat, grape 
wine, fresh and dried fruits, tomato products and other 
consumer goods. 


Hungary 


Hungarian negotiations with the other Satellites, the 
USSR and the East include: 


Poland 


January 21, 1953, the Hungarian Home Service 
broadcast news trade negotiations between Hungary and 
Poland: 


goods exchange and payments agreement for 1953 
between the Hungarian and Polish People’s Republics 
was signed Budapest yesterday. The negotiations took 
place atmosphere sincere friendship. The agree- 
ment was signed Laszlo Hay, Deputy Minister For- 
eign Trade behalf Hungary and Henryk Minc, 
Polish Minister Budapest behalf Poland.” 


Czechoslovakia 


agreement with Czechoslovakia was described 
Szabad Nep January 24: 


“The most important item export the Czecho- 
slovak People’s Republic bauxite. return for this 
receive electricity needed for alumina processing. 
electric power installations, glass and furniture.” 


Bulgaria 

Under the trade treaty published the Budapest 
dailies February Hungary will export machines, hard- 
ware and chemicals Bulgaria exchange for iron ore, 
pyrites and tobacco. 


East Germany 


The same newspaper carried item agreement 
with East Germany its February issue: 


“The German Democratic Republic will export fac- 
tory installations, machinery, chemicals, electric preci- 
sion and optical instruments. Hungary will 
machine industry products such Diesel trains, motor- 
buses, etc., and agricultural products.” 


Holland 


Magyar Nemzet, March 24, 1953, announced: 


“On March the Hungarian-Dutch trade agreement 
for one year was signed Budapest. Under this agree- 
ment, trade between the two countries has been ex- 
panded. Hungary will export agricultural produce and 
manufactured goods. Holland will export Hungary 
raw materials, semi-finished goods and machines.” 


China 

agreement with China was announced Budapest 
February details were given although Magyar Nem- 
zet wrote February that “80 percent the trade 


Communist China carried with the People’s Democra- 
cies. 


India 
Budapest, January 17, 1953: 


“The trade agreement between Hungary and India 
has been extended until December 31, 1953. Hungary 
will send India machine tools, agricultural machinery, 
X-ray machines and other electric therapeutical instru- 
ments, motorcycles, and medicine, among other things. 
return, India will send iron ore, varnish, wool, spices, 
and basic chemical materials.” 


There are also unconfirmed reports regarding negotia- 
tions between Hungary and Austria, West Germany and 
Italy. 


USSR 


March 26, the Budapest daily, Nemzet, re- 
ported 


“The Soviet Union will export Hungary smelting, 
mining and other industrial equipment, well cot- 
ton, coke, iron ore, agricultural machines, and other 
items needed Hungary. 

“Hungary will ship the Soviet Union river and sea- 
going ships, cranes and transportation equipment, some 
industrial equipment, engines, commodity goods, and 
other merchandise.” 

The announcement the signing this 1953 trade 
agreement the first time items have been listed Soviet- 
Hungarian trade. Nonetheless, there singular omis- 
sion agricultural produce, railroad cars, bauxite, alumi- 
num and the rubber plant koksagyz, the most important 
Hungarian exports the USSR. 


Albania 


New Albanian trade agreements have been signed with 
three her fellow members the Soviet bloc. 


Hungary 
Radio Tirana announced February 


“Two trade agreements between Albania and Hun- 
gary were signed Tirana February The first 
agreement covers the exchange goods and payments 
for 1953 1955, while the second relates the ex- 
change goods and payments for 

“During these years, Albania will export Hun- 
gary copper, hides, tobacco, fruits, etc., while Hungary 
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will export Albania factory equipment, industrial ma- 
chinery, copper wire, electrical articles, medicinals, 
aluminum, grains, 


Poland 
The same source disclosed March 


goods exchange and payment agreement for 1953 
and another for 1954 and 1955 were signed Tirana 
March between the People’s Republics Albania 
and Poland. 

“On the basis the agreements, Albania will export 
the following articles Poland: bitumen, naphtha, cop- 
per, cotton, and tobacco. Poland will export locomo- 
tives, freight cars, railway equipment, machinery, equip- 
ment for coal mines, various iron articles, textiles, 
paper, coke, medicines and chemical products.” 


East Germany 


And another broadcast February the same radio 
announced new agreements with East Germany: 


“Two trade agreements between Albania and East 
Germany were signed Berlin February The 
first covers 1953 and the second relates the exchange 
goods for 1954 and 

“According the agreements, the People’s Republic 
Albania will export East Germany nonferrous 
metals, chromium, industrial and medical crops, tobacco, 
and other products and will import industrial goods, 
electrical and food-processing machinery, laboratory and 
veterinary equipment, medicines and other items. 


USSR 


According Radio Tirana, April new commercial 
agreement between Albania and the Soviet Union was 
signed April The Soviet Union undertakes deliver 
Albania cereals, equipment for the petroleum industry, 
building equipment, agricultural machines, chemicals and 
various “other goods required Albania.” 

Albania her turn will deliver petroleum, asphalt, cop- 


per, wool, citrus fruits, tobacco and other goods “required 
the USSR.” 


Poland 


January marked the fifth anniversary the signing 
two important agreements between Poland and the 
Soviet Union: one dealing with trade turnover for the 
years 1948-1952 (enlarged 1950), and the other with 
credit deliveries industrial equipment for the same 
period. The last agreement was extended June 29, 1950 
run the end 1958. 

honor the occasion, Ludu (Warsaw), 
January 25, carried story Polish-Soviet trade, which 
the present Vice-Premier and former Minister Foreign 
Trade, Tadeusz Gede, contributed summary the re- 
sults the agreements: 


The first agreement provided for delivery 
raw materials for developing our industry. the result 
the second agreement, are getting deliveries 
complete equipment for many important factories 
steel construction works are already operation 
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Nowa Huta—the most important project our Six 
Year Plan. the Bobrek foundry, great blooming 
mill was received the power industry 
received equipment for the two largest power plants. 
The after Warynski and located Dychow 
—is already working full capacity. The auto- 
mobile industry received equipment for the passenger 
car factory Zeran and the truck factory Lublin 
named after Boleslaw Bierut. Both these establish- 
ments work under Soviet license. Large establishments 
based Soviet deliveries are being built the chemical 


Trybuna Ludu enumerated many other industrial de- 
liveries made Soviet Russia, among them cement fac- 
tory Wierzbica, the largest Poland; cotton textile 
factories Piotrkow and Zambrow; machinery fac- 
tories already existence, such the furnaces and 
the Kosciuszko foundry; mining equipment; building 
machinery; etc. 

And Tadeusz Gede wrote: 


between 1948-1952 received from the Soviet 
Union hundreds tons cotton, millions 
tons iron ore, tens thousands tons non- 
ferrous metals, hundreds thousands tons petro- 
leum products, raw materials for the production ferti- 
lizers, chemicals, dyes, medicines, rubber, fats, tobacco, 
tea and many other commodities.” 


Food deliveries were also alluded to: 


“To make for shortages foodstuffs, received 
about 1.5 million tons grain during this period, which, 
after the dry seasons 1947 and 1951, helped 
cover the needs the population full and avoid 
fodder deficit.” 


Referring the development Polish-Soviet trade, 
added: 


“To sum the results the agreement January 
26, 1948, stress that the agreed turnover 
during the five years this agreement was overfulfilled 
percent.” 


Soviet Aid? 


Reading superficially one might get the impression that 
the Soviet Union, sympathetically considering the needs 
Poland, sent these deliveries free charge, but there 
was short passage dealing with this question Gede’s 
article: 

“To cover the deliveries, Poland sent her industrial 
products, rolling stock, coal, textiles, paper, glass, china, 
foundry products, metal and chemical articles, cement 
and other products the Soviet Union.” 


The conditions Soviet-Polish trade are not explained, 
but the reader assured that: 


“Polish-Soviet exchange was conducted terms very 
favorable us. exchange for goods and raw mate- 
rials, indispensible our economy, have ready 
market for our surpluses the Soviet Union, and 
through such surpluses, pay for our import. This 
import helps great measure produce from Soviet 


raw materials the goods which subsequently trade 
with the Soviet Union.” 


Polish exile economist comments this statement 
follows: 


“If this trade were really profitable for Poland, why 
not publish statistics prices that, comparing the 
prices paid for Russian deliveries the world market 
prices, everybody could see how profitable this trade 
really is? The great secrecy surrounding Polish-Soviet 
trade gives ground for the assumption that the Soviet 
Union profits, not Poland. The building Polish in- 
dustry exclusively Soviet deliveries may also prove 
future great obstacle gaining economic inde- 
pendence from the USSR. For, all machinery 
Soviet origin, difficulties obtaining substitutes, re- 
pairs and spare parts could arise which would force Po- 
land remain the Soviet economic sphere.” 


Trade with Turkey 


Turkish trade with the Satellite countries regularly 
reported the local press. The Istanbul papers wrote 
February 17: 


“During the first half February Hungary, Bul- 
garia, Romania and Czechoslovakia have continued 
purchase hemp seed, filbert and citrus products respec- 
tively, and only Poland appeared the local market 
new buyer mohair. three-man Polish trade dele- 
gation visited Turkey January and made inquiries 
the Izmir Chamber Commerce concerning eventual 
purchases cotton and dried figs. 


local commercial paper commented visit the 
Turkish ambassador Poland paid Marian Naszkowski, 
Assistant Minister Foreign Affairs, January 25. The 
paper states that this visit may connected with future 
trade negotiations between Poland and Turkey. present 
there are indications that Poland intends increase 
her trade with Turkey, except for the fact that she has an- 
nounced her participation the Izmir International 
Fair held August-September. 

was also reported, that during the first days 
February, Hungary bought small quantities hemp seed, 
with maximum value 80,000 Turkish liras. 

For the moment, Hungary has stopped buying Turkish 
citrus products, but expected that exports that coun- 
try will resumed soon. Information received from Mer- 
sin specifies that Romania and Czechoslovakia are the only 
Satellite buyers citrus products present. Whereas Ro- 
mania buys oranges and grapefruit, Czechoslovak buyers 
want lemons. Commercial circles report Romania has 
bought over 70,000 cases fruit far. During the latter 
part February Polish ship docked Mersin 
load fruit for Czechoslovakia. 

Bulgaria continues buy shelled hazel nuts large 
quantities. very probable that all the filbert bought 
that country not consumed Bulgaria but distrib- 
uted the Soviet Union and other Satellite countries. 
From February 17, three shipments, totalling 190 
tons, were exported Bulgaria from Istanbul. These pur- 
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chases were evaluated 427,300 Turkish liras. Statistics 
for the month January show that Turkey exported filbert 
worth 1,949,380 liras during the month different 
countries, which 877,980 liras worth were bought 
Bulgaria. 

Other short items concerning Satellite trade with Tur- 
key which appeared were: 
“About 800 cubic meters construction timber have 
arrived from Romania during the past month. 
“The local market flooded with Hungarian glass and 
porcelain ware excellent quality but prices are very high 
and further imports seem unlikely.” 
Bulgarian cement are worried state- 
ment issued the technical examination board the 
Faculty Construction the Istanbul Polytechnical Uni- 
versity, which declared that cement imported from Bul- 
garia does not meet the standards demanded the Turk- 
ish Ministery Building and Construction. ex- 
pected that further cement imports from Bulgaria will 
permitted. 
Bulgaria has also offered export leather Turkey 
for the shoe and glove industry. Prior 1944, Bulgaria’s 
private-owned leather industry exported leather Turkey 
for use the shoe, bag and glove industries. 


Export Difficulties 


Export difficulties have recently cropped up, chiefly 
the form late deliveries. Blame placed uncoopera- 
tive plant managers and inadequate work schedules. 
January 17, the Budapest daily Szabad Nep wrote: 


“The major part the smelting installations the 
Stalin Iron Works and lot equipment for the mod- 
ernization the Diosgyor Smelting Works have been 
sent the Soviet Union. The friendly Czechoslovak 
Republic has supplied good deal the raw materials 
for our smelting, textile, and chemical industries well 
the equipment the Inota November Seven Power 
Works. The German Democratic Republic has helped 
the construction the Stalin Iron Works. The Pol- 
ish, Romanian, Bulgarian, Chinese, and Albanian work- 
ers have also assisted shipping important raw ma- 
terials and industrial goods. All this, course, creates 
obligations for us. Our friends justly expect re- 
turn their kindness helping them their construction 
projects, and fulfilling our export obligations. 

“As result the drought and the bad weather our 
crop was very poor this year, and our domestic demands 
have grown rather than decreased. Consequently, 
must reduce the export agricultural produce keep 
our toiling people from suffering for lack food. 
have been exporting less farm produce and, fact, are 
now compelled import food. This must counter- 
balanced the export industrial goods. However, 
many the factories working for export are lagging far 
behind fulfilling their duties. And just those 
factories which have received the biggest foreign orders 
that the habit not meeting deliveries time has be- 
come prevalent. The leaders shrink from more com- 
plicated and precise export work, and try avoid doing 
it. This kind opportunistic underestimation the 


Economic 


significance foreign trade explains the superficiality 
and listlessness with which export handled certain 
plants. the duty Party organizations enlighten 
workers the significance export and line them 
work for the honor their plants and for the 
good reputation Hungarian industry. The trade 
unions and the youth organization must also made 
participate this work.” 


January 29, Magyar Nemzet reported difficulties 
the Gheorghiu-Dej shipyards: 

“The shipyard has received excellent orders from the 
Soviet Union for ocean-going river ships, fast passenger 
ships, and the latest types freighters, but the lag 
delivery growing criminal manner! What the 
cause this?” 


February the same paper reported the lag the 
Ganz Railroad Car Factory: 

“Under this year’s plan the factory must export four- 
teen new electric trains Argentina. The lag has 
become even worse than was last year. The workers 
have not yet fulfilled their January both the 
schedule and deadline divisions, work disorganized. 
course has been teach the correct method 
setting work schedules. spite this, work 
has not been completed.” 


Polish-Swedish Coal Difficulties 


According the Swedish press, reduced coal production 
and the chaotic fuel situation Poland have caused that 
country break her existing coal treaty with Sweden. Un- 
able fulfill obligations towards Swedish importers, Poland 
refuses send Sweden 320,000 tons coal contracted for 
last autumn. Poland’s excuse that the treaty, concluded 
the fall 1952, lasted only until January 1953. The fact 
that Poland has delivered much less than promised seems 

The treaty provides for maximum Polish export 
1,150,000 tons coal delivered between October 
and the beginning January. The minimum quantity 
shipped Poland was settled 825,000 tons. Although 
Sweden requested the bulk these deliveries October, 
Poland was unable meet this request, despite the fact 
that Poland herself had demanded Swedish guarantee 
import least 825,000 tons. Sweden has received about 
880,000 tons, delivered far too late, the beginning 
February. 320,000 tons are still delivered. 

view this situation, Swedish importers have pro- 
posed prolonging the existing treaty until February 
when new coal talks are scheduled take place War- 
saw together with all-round Swedish-Polish trade discus- 
sions. But Poland has refused. Instead, the Poles have de- 
manded new treaty, which has been refused Swedish 
importers the grounds that old deliveries should ful- 
filled first. These negotiations have further irritated the 
already highly strained Swedish-Polish trade relations. 

addition unpunctual and short coal deliveries, 
Swedish importers also complain about the steadily deteri- 
orating quality Polish coal. exiled Polish economist 
offers this analysis the situation: 
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“The production coal reached 84.5 million tons 
the end 1952. The estimated home consumption 
coal Poland about million tons. The export 
Sweden only fraction this surplus. Information 
stating that Poland has not fulfilled her coal export ob- 
ligations Sweden does not mean that Poland has 
exportable surplus. Poland assigned the task meet- 
ing the needs the growing industry Eastern Ger- 
many and Czechoslovakia. Although coal export figures 
those countries are not officially known, refugee in- 
formation reveals that Poland exports about million 
tons year Czechoslovakia, the same amount East- 
ern Germany, while Soviet Russia receives about seven 
million tons. The western parts Soviet Russia, espe- 
cially the former Polish eastern provinces and the Baltic 
area, are also supplied with Polish coal. Further, consid- 
erable amounts coal are consumed the Soviet Bal- 
tic fleet. the Polish coal mining area conveniently 
situated supply these countries and territories, Poland 
required meet her obligations towards these coun- 
tries first and only the remaining surplus can ex- 
ported the West. the coal output for 1952 fell 
below the plan, Poland has had curtail her exports 
Sweden. This is, course, detrimental long term 
Polish interests.” 


HUNGARIAN REPARATIONS 


The Budapest daily Szabad Nep declared January 24, 
1953, that: 


“Hungarian reparations the Soviet Union deter- 
mined the armistice agreement signed January 
20, 1945 and the February 10, 1947 Peace Treaty (the 
amount which has since been considerably reduced 
the government the Soviet Union and the payment 
period extended from six years eight years) were 
completed the Hungarian People’s Republic Jan- 
uary 20, 


The paper commented the official termination 
these obligations follows: 


“When the Soviet Union realized that the people 
Hungary were making such sincere effort achieve 
economic stability and strengthen democracy, she 
made increasingly great concessions. These concessions 
constituted tremendous aid, assisting the country 
recovery from the ravages war, overcoming the dam- 
ages inflation and starting the road Socialist 
construction. How infinitely stupid and inefficient 
tionary imperialism which for eight years has been 
parroting that Hungary’s economy will not survive the 
reparations. Our industry produced twice much 
1950 1938. Free from imperialists, our industry 
has made such progress that during the last few years 
reparations amounted only fraction our national 
income. Who could enumerate all the instances 
when the Soviet Union displayed generosity and faith 
towards our country? sign his greatest trust and 
recognition, Stalin referred our country one the 
shock-brigades building socialism. Now that the Soviet 


Union has relinquished all further reparation demands 
promise worthy the faith placed us.” 


Hungarian economic expert who fled the West 
the end 1952 remarks the present situation: 


“Reparations paid Hungary amounted 
300 million dollars. this amount, 200 million was 
due the Soviet Union and the rest Czechoslovakia 
and Yugoslavia. 1950, Hungary stopped payments 
Yugoslavia and according all signs she has not yet 
begun payments Czechoslovakia all. Since one 
time Hungary was not able make reparation deliveries 
schedule, the Soviet Union charged her per- 
cent interest. 1950, the Soviets cancelled this interest. 
The value reparation deliveries was set fraction 
world market prices, while the dollar exchange rate 
was set very high. result, Hungary actually paid 
her reparations obligations long before the Soviets 
relinquished their claim. 

“The fact that the Soviet Union demands more 
reparations has brought about little change the gen- 
eral economic situation. Hungary continues deliver 
goods the Soviet Union for fraction world market 
prices while she charged exorbitant prices for goods 
received from the Soviets. the same time, the Soviet 
Union delivers raw materials Hungary exchange 
for finished goods for which she pays the lowest possible 
wages compared the world standard. the Soviet 
sense the word this typical ‘colonial trade’ and 
only one form Soviet economic exploitation. Other 
forms exploitation are: 


Hungary fully supported the Red Army without 
compensation and now continues support the Russian 
occupation forces and various Soviet organizations, com- 
mittees, etc. which occupy two districts Budapest 
alone. 


“2. great extent Hungary feeds the Soviet occu- 
pation forces Austria, also without compensation. 


“3. addition reparations, the Soviets have taken 


great quantities machinery, equipment and art ob- 
jects. equi 
Very often the Soviet Union forces itself into 
trade relations between Hungary and other countries 
and claims most the profit. 
“5. The Soviet Union has confiscated all enterprises 
which were formerly German hands. The less lucra- 
tive ones were returned Hungary against extensive 
payments, while the more important ones were retained. 
The profits all Hungarian-Soviet joint stock com- 
panies entirely the Soviet Union. Through these 
companies the two most important resources Hun- 
gary, bauxite and oil, are Soviet hands well 
water and airways [see November 1952 issue, 
22, 
Export Exploitation 
Evidence continued Soviet exploitation Hungary, 
despite ‘cessation” reparation payments, comes from 
Hungarian railway employee tly fled 
ungarian railway employee who recently Aus the 
reports that between December and 20, 1952, the 


following shipments were made the Soviet Union: 


Carloads 
Metal processing machines ................ 
Chemical industry machines ............... 
Lumber processing machines .............. 
Machine parts, iron bars, etc. .............. 
Railway signal equipment ................. 
Telegraph and telephone installations, 
Pharmaceutical products 
Vegetable seeds (short Hungary) ........ 
Live hares and pheasants 
equipment 


addition, new gondola cars loaded with signal 
equipment, wide-gauge Diesel cars and wide-gauge 
freight cars were also included the shipments. 


During the same period, the following shipments arrived 
Hungary from the Soviet Union: 


Carloads 
Tanks (accompanied Soviet troops) ...... 
Beams (mining construction) .............. 


COLLECTIVIZATION 


Linked with heavy industrialization programs the 
cities, the Communist regimes East and Central Europe 
have their hopes conquering the countryside 
the “Socialist transformation” agriculture. this 
phrase, the Communists mean the gradual elimination 
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the individual farmer and his replacement collective 
farms (kolkhozes) and State farms (sovkhozes). However, 
neither the farmers nor nature have cooperated with Stalin- 
ist needs the extent fulfilling Plan quotas. Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary have food shortages and fod- 
der shortages, and because the latter there have even been 
emergency animal slaughterings. Fall rains, mismanagement, 
hasty collectivization for political reasons (in Stalinist par- 
lance, “for continuing the class struggle against 
and peasant resistance have intensified the problems facing 
the Satellite regimes. result this, national conferences 
the cooperative movements were held late February 
Poland, Hungary, Romania and Czechoslovakia. 


Poland 


February 21-22 the National Conference Produc- 
tive Cooperatives was held Warsaw, during which time 
campaign for the formation new collective farms was 
vigorously forwarded. According the press reports, some 
2,200 delegates representing 120,000 members the co- 
operative movement attended. Sessions were held the 
large Mirowska Hall Warsaw. 

The Presidium was composed the leading men the 
Polish government, giving some indication the impor- 
tance attached the meeting. Boleslaw Bierut, Konstanty 
Rokossowski, Zenon Nowawk, Edward Ochab, Roman 
Zambrowski, Hilary Chelchowski, Edmund 
Stefan Josef Ozga-Michalski, and several scores 
other delegates from the provinces comprised the Pre- 
sidium. Similar the Czechoslovak conference, honor- 
ary Presidium was appointed consisting of: Joseph Stalin, 
Mao TseTung, Wilhelm Pieck, Klement Gottwald, Matyas 
Rakosi, Vulko Chervenkov, Georghiu-Dej, Enver Hoxha, 
Kim Sung, and Professor Joliot-Curie. The main ad- 
dresses were delivered Premier Bierut and Vice- 
Premier Nowak. 

Although Poland had apparently learned something from 
the Soviet collectivization experiences the thirties, the 
purpose the meeting was step collectivization and 
deal with the problems involved, Nowak nevertheless took 
great care explain, quoted Radio Warsaw, Febru- 
ary 21: 

“Productive cooperative movements [kolkhozes] may 
built only the ever-increasing awareness the 
peasants, only the principle voluntary participa- 
tion. All attempts administrative pressure coercion 
are harmful adventurism fought against our 
Party. The principle voluntary participation 
does not mean, however, that should let the flow 


events take its courses. the contrary, the problem re- 
quires our utmost attention.” 


Hidden that velvet fist “voluntarism” was Nowak’s 
further statement that “Cooperatives will established 
without kulaks, despite kulaks, and the fight against 
kulaks.” (Prior this broadcast, the term kolkhoz had 
been avoided Warsaw Radio when dealing with Polish 
agricultural conditions.) The regime does its best dis- 
courage independent peasants from private ownership and 
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attempts force him into the collective farms taxation, 
compulsory deliveries, fixed prices, discriminatory quotas, 
and almost exclusive assignment machinery the “So- 
cialist sector agriculture.” 


The Tempo Quickens 


The slow pace Polish collectivization being acceler- 
ated because the Communists now consider that they have 
sufficient trained cadres capable administering col- 
lectivized agriculture, and that they also have built the 
technical and industrial base necessary for mechanizing 
agricultural labor. quoted Warsaw Radio, February 
22, Premier Bierut said: 


But must realize that the development 
the producer-cooperative system the decisive role played 
the close economic alliance between towns and vil- 
lages. Communal husbandry agriculture can develop 
effectively only under conditions which the industrial- 
ization the country has reached proper level, when 
modern technology fully developed, when industry 
able supply agriculture with new machines, tractors, 
and modern equipment—which means, when proper eco- 
nomic and technical bases have been created, when 
proper cadres men are simultaneously trained, men 
who have become acquainted with new forms hus- 
bandry agriculture. 

the basic condition for the development the 
producer cooperative movement [therefore] high 
level industrialization the country. 

“That why development the producer coopera- 
tive movement our country most closely connected 
with the implementation the Six Year 

the People’s government [now] able train the 
necessary cadres qualified specialists for work 
State farms and producer cooperatives.” 


Nevertheless, Bierut pointed out that the rate develop- 
ment agriculture lagging too far behind the rapid de- 
velopment industry. This was the keynote for drive 
the private sector agriculture: the individual peasant, 
Poland still the main source agricultural production. 
The Six Year Plan called not only for increase 
percent agricultural production, but also for the “Social- 
ist transformation agriculture.” the end 1950, 
there were 2,199 kolkhozes comprising 467,611 hectares; 
the end 1951, there were 3,503 kolkhozes comprising 
728,567 hectares; and the end 1952, there were 4,900 
kolkhozes comprising about million hectares. Kolkhozes 
cover less than percent the total arable land Poland 
and the number peasants who had joined the end 
1952 constituted less than percent (100,000) the total 
number Polish peasants. (Statistics are from Wies 
Liczbach [The Countryside 1952, published 
the Institute Agricultural Economics Warsaw. 

This slow development collectivization has been 
cause dissatisfaction the Communists, and during the 
first two months 1953, 700 new kolkhozes were organ- 
ized and the number their members rose 20,000. 
Further, the new Decree February 1953, gives the 
State the right confiscate land which “not properly 


duction,” and the “kulak” says: can’t stand that.” 
From Glos Pracy (Warsaw), March 


husbanded.” This Decree, recorded Dziennik Ustaw 
(Journal Laws), No. 11, February, 1953, entitled “On 
the Reclamation Unsatisfactorily Cared For Lands.” 
gives the National Council Cooperatives the right 
supervise the care peasant land and expropriate, with 
indemnity, lands they not consider properly cared for. 
According Article 10, they may then turn the land over 
the small and medium peasants, well kolk- 
hozes, but the obvious Communist intent move these 
holdings into the kolkhozes and sovkhozes. the owner 
does not report that his land improperly cared for, 
refuses make the transfer, may imprisoned for 
three years and fined 10,000 zlotys. Further, may 
exiled from that region which lives for two five 
years. 

This Decree has twofold purpose. First, intended 
reduce still further the ranks richer peasants ex- 
propriating their lands. the use taxation, quotas, 
and manpower shortage the Communists have made 
impossible for the richer peasants take care their 
holdings properly. Second, the regime has found that the 
Agrarian Reform September 1945, which the Com- 
munists divided the land between individual peasant hold- 
ers and State and collective farms, has left them with 
further land exploit. The regime must therefore get 
more land add the “Socialist sector agriculture,” 
and expropriations “improperly cared for” land will 
serve that purpose. 

Now that the Communists feel they have adequate 
cadres, adequate technical base, and new source col- 
lectivizable land, the tempo and scale collectivization 
being increased. 
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When the speeches were finished, the Congress delegates 
unanimously “adopted” resolution appealing all work- 
ing peasants join the Socialist sector and increase their 
production. The other “adopted” resolutions included: the 
strict observance cooperative statutes members the 
cooperatives; the simplification bookkeeping pro- 
ducers’ cooperatives; the setting Producers’ Co- 
operative Council, with general organization and economic 
and final resolution promoting the cultural and 
educational work the producers’ cooperatives. 


Czechoslovakia 

The first State-wide Congress Uniform Agricultural 
Cooperatives took place Czechoslovakia the fifth 
anniversary the Communist coup d’etat, February 
14-15. The Congress was designed not only formally 
endorse the charter cooperatives decreed the govern- 
ment, but also exert pressure for further collectivization, 
while simultaneously warning the peasants against resisting. 
was the occasion for making many cooperatives change 
the “higher types” (more communal, less individual: See 
February issue, pp. 39-40) and undertake more ambitious 
“Socialist obligations.” 

Slovak Commissioner Agriculture Culen summed 
the harvest and collectivization efforts immediately pre- 
ceding the Congress. Pravda (Bratislava), February 16, 
quoted him: “In communities where the charter was dis- 


cussed, 409 new cooperatives were established. 1,062 
cooperatives switched Type III Type IV; 15,386 
peasants joined cooperatives (bringing with them) 160,648 
hectares land.” According Rude Pravo (Prague), 
April 21, 6,800 cooperatives Types III and have been 
established during the last four years. 

The main speaker, Minister Agriculture, Josef Nepo- 
mucky, gave the most recent comprehensive data the 
stepped-up collectivization effort. 

Acreage Land Cultivated 


Agri- Per- Per- 
cultural centage Arable 
Acres Increase 


December 2,015,666 


December 31,1952 4,594,168 


The number agricultural cooperatives grew irregularly, 


largely lower types, rising over 133 percent 1950 
compared 1949. the past two years, the development 
was follows: 

get 1951 1952 

Type Cooperatives 

Type rose ......... 22% 42% 
Type Cooperatives 

ate Type rose ......... 18% 

Type III Cooperatives 


Economic 


Although there was considerable slowdown 1951, 
collectivization picked speed again with regime inter- 
vention June last year. Today, Types III and 
comprise 40.7 percent all cooperative communities and 
47.7 percent all communities merged private land hold- 
ings establish cooperatives Types II, III, and IV. 


Livestock ownership Types rose more 
slowly: 


(In percentage all livestock 
each kind) 


1950 1951 1952 
12.0 14.5 33.8 
9.8 21.5 
11.8 13.8 30.1 


However, only percent the cattle, 12.7 percent 
the cows, 18.9 percent the hogs, 21.3 percent the 
sows, 26.2 percent the sheep, and percent the hens 
are kept communal barns. 

The success the collectivization drive was not accom- 
panied rise agricultural production. According 
Minister Nepomucky, only 14.1 percent the cooperatives 
fulfilled exceeded their production plans for 1952. 41.7 
percent were able distribute dividends their members 
addition currently paid wages, although they had not 
reached planned production. The remaining 44.2 percent 
did not produce enough cover the cost their member- 
ship’s labor. 

Part the problem was the negligence agricultural 
labor. Minister Nepomucky said: 


“As December 31, 1952, there were 697,910 members 
cooperatives and members their families. ap- 
parent that not all these work for the cooperatives 
much they could. Many evade work various pre- 
texts.” 


also decried the aversion that youth has for the co- 
operatives: 


“An analysis the distribution [agricultural] work- 
ers according age reveals that only very small 
percentage young workers are cooperatives. Young 
people not join the cooperative agricultural produc- 
tion the extent necessary for its successful develop- 
ment. the total number members cooperatives 
Types III and the Czech lands, only 2.5 percent 
are young people between the ages and 19; 
Slovakia, 6.8 animal husbandry young 
workers are almost nonexistent.” 


Romania 


February 21-22 Bucharest, Conference Agri- 
cultural Experts was held which the Communist govern- 
ment Romania made public its decisions the agri- 
cultural campaign for 1953. 188,600 hectares more than 


were cultivated last year were planned and production per 
hectare was raised percent. The fulfillment the 
Five Year Plan four years was based these targets. 

Officially, the object the conference 460 agrono- 
mists, agricultural engineers and technicians was analyze 
the progress the agricultural campaign and suggest 
means for raising production. Tilling and seeding plans 
had been ordered worked out previously the Agricultural 
Department and sent the local authorities before Febru- 
ary 15. Simultaneously all Machine Tractor Stations 
(MTS) were ordered repair and put working order 
the entire park agricultural machinery later than 
February 28. Shortages engineers, technicians and other 
skilled manpower this repair work was made 
delegating cadres from teams working the enter- 
prises the Ministries Metallurgy, Sea, Air Transport, 
and Railway, well from other appropriate enterprises 
and State organizations. 

address the Conference, Gheorghe Apostol, Vice- 
President the Council Ministers, made severe criti- 
cisms the agricultural program and its development. 
quoted the Romanian Home Service February 26, 
said: 


“The conference has revealed that although the de- 
velopment cultivation plans has progressed under 
conditions superior those last year, has neverthe- 
less been delayed and some cases has been effected 
bureaucratic manner [and also not] taking 
into account local conditions the cultivation various 
plants and the technical and material means the 
farms.” 


criticized the “erroneous and harmful” tendency 
waiting for the Ministry Agriculture resolve the seed 
problem supplies. also spoke short-comings viti- 
culture (grape growing) and pomiculture (fruit 
well failures setting vegetable supply zones 
around towns and industrial centers. 

also expressed dissatisfaction with the technical ca- 
dres. Their political work was unsatisfactory, and they 
were improperly assimilating and applying Party and State 
decisions with regard the “Socialist transformation 
agriculture.” Apostol pointed out that even under un- 
favorable natural conditions, good production results have 
been achieved the application methods. 
Further, they were not employing “modern Soviet agrotech- 
nical science and the teachings Comrade Stalin.” 
Technicians were advised explain new agricultural 
methods the peasants the simplest terms: they were 
prevent sewing poor seeds, insure the use mineral and 
organic fertilizers, promote sowing straight, regular lines, 
and see that full use was made what agricultural ma- 
chinery was availble. 

There was remarkable lack statistical report the 
progress Romanian agriculture, but statistics were avail- 
able from other sources. 1952 had been poor year both 
because partial drought the Danube Valley and 
sparse distribution tools, seeds and other help the gov- 
ernment. Because this, there was perceptible lowering 


export volume 1952, and further cuts domestic con- 
sumption also became unavoidable. 


New Collectivizations 


new wave exacting measures was aimed breaking 
the peasants’ resistance collectivization and, fact, 
the Communists succeeded establishing more collective 
farms the various categories 1952 than all previous 
years combined. According Romania Libera (Buchar- 
est), January 23, 1953, there were 1,795 collective farms 
including 120,000 families and comprising 375,000 hectares 
arable land. This may compared with the official 
data September 19, 1951, reported Scanteia (Bu- 
charest), November 1952, which gave the figures 
1,083 collective farms with 73,438 families, comprising 
268,640 hectares arable land. The number families 
included this month period increased 47,000, 
percent, but the area collectivized increased only 
percent. Also interesting the fact that September 
1951, there were 3.1 hectares land for each family joining 
the collective farms, whereas January 1953, this fell 
only 2.3 hectares per family. The conclusion drawn from 
this seems that collectivization has now spread the 
small farmers. 

Albina (Bucharest), February 1953, mentioned the 
existence 1,834 agricultural associations (the preparatory 
step introduction collectivization). data were 
given the number families included the acreage. 
However, Scanteia, January 23, 1953, maintains that the 
“Socialist” sector agriculture includes percent, and 
with the agricultural associations, 21.2 percent the total 
arable land. These figures probably mean that the agricul- 
tural associations comprise some 205,000 ha. 

These successes notwithstanding, some percent the 
arable land was still the hands individual peasants 
the beginning 1953. Hence, the outcome their 
crops depends the domestic consumption and the supply 
raw materials industry. The State and collective farm 
crops are earmarked for export and therefore, order 
avoid critical situation, the regime imposed the 
peasants so-called “agro-minimum,” which consists 
obligation till and seed specific area land according 
official directions. Delivery quotas were then established 
accord with this “agro-minimum” without regard for 
future climatic conditions. 


Hungary 

February 23, the Budapest daily Szabad Nep reported 
that National Production Conference had been called for 
February and the Council Ministers which 
“leaders and top workers sovkhozes, kolkhozes, machine 
tractor stations, working peasants with good production 
records, leaders responsible agricultural agencies and ex- 
perts agronomy participated.” The fact that addition 
six Ministers were present the conference gave special 
importance the meeting. Among others, there were 
Ferenc Erdei, Minister Agriculture, and Andras Hegedus, 
Minister State Farms, both whom were sharply 
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criticized the main speaker the Congress: Imre Nagy, 
Deputy Prime Minister, and formerly Minister 
Crop Collection, who said his address the Conference: 


“As result the unusually bad weather conditions 
this spring and the blundering responsible elements, 
must face exceptionally great problems our agri- 
culture. well-known fact that the late spring frost 
followed drought caused serious damages our crop, 
which made itself felt food shortage and ad- 
verse factor production the new year [also] began 
discouragingly with excessive rainfall. This situation 
has been aggravated negligence and mistakes com- 
mitted leading agricultural agencies, the Ministry 
Agriculture and the Ministry State Farms and Foresta- 
tion, well organizations responsible these Min- 
istries. 

“One the gravest mistakes was the delay fall 
plowing. The other equally grave error was the fall 
sowing. The situation was further aggravated the 
fact that unreliable reports were submitted deceiving 
the government. This increases the guilt the leading 
personalities agricultural matters.” 


The combination bad weather conditions and the 


resistance the peasantry has brought about 
agricultural crisis Hungary. According Imre Nagy, 


however, the basic cause the crisis lay not these causes, 
but rather the experts who “followed contradictory 
theories and did not follow the pattern Soviet agro- 
technics.” The sleet and snow storms, the deep snow and 
icy mud, were not sufficient reasons for agricultural prob- 
lems and, according Nagy, could have been overcome. 
His recommendations were: 


“It imperative the interest the development 
our agriculture, the achievement production tasks, 
and the successful battle against adverse weather condi- 
tions, that the Hungarian agricultural experts and the 
top producers arrive unified and firm stand the 
fundamental question based the latest theories 
Michurin, Viljams and Lysenko.” 


Because continued regime insistence deliveries with- 
out regard the disastrous crop situation, seed stores for 
sowing were seriously depleted that the Communists de- 
manded that both kolkhozes and individual farms secure 
their own seeds. (“Agricultural cooperatives and individual 
farmers must obtain their own seeds for sowing,” Szabad 
Nep, February declared.) When this proved impossible, 
Nagy stated: “Our government was successful obtain- 


ing the necessary seed for spring sowing from the Soviet 


Union. [but] The seeds for spring harvest are provided 


exchange for other products.” Farmers, unable make 


deliveries, have been heavily fined, jailed, dubbed 
laks.”? 


Collectivization Forbidden 


Until now farmers fought keep their land, but because 
severe government restrictions, heavy taxation and en- 
forced deliveries, well poor crops, independent farm- 
cannot make living and are now anxious rid 
Innumerable farmers have offered their lands kolk- 


Economic 


hozes and sovkhozes, while they seek employment the 
factories. The regime, confronted with situation which 
farmers have offered their land time when there 
one cultivate it, declared through the Council 
Ministers February “Those individual farmers who 
leave their land and not perform all the necessary agri- 
cultural tasks must punished three years 
imprisonment.” February 27, the Council Ministers 
went still further and adopted resolution according 
which privately owned farms cannot offered the State 
until September 1953. 

peculiar situation has thus arisen which the regime, 
heretofore eager convince the farmer collectivized 
and ready take possession his lands, now reluctant 
and refuses take the lands over. This probably tem- 
porary expedient, since Hungary’s collectivization program 
has proceeded apace since its inception, the figures be- 
low show: 


Kolkhozes hectares land Members 
January, 1949 380 25,000 0.45 10,000 
January, 145,000 2.60 46,000 
January, 280,000 5.00 140,000 
January, 1952 1,047,000 18.20 350,000 
January, 1,387,000 24.60 413,000 


State farms occupy another 710,000 hectares, 12.5 per- 
cent the cultivated land. The sum total the land col- 
lectivized Hungary amounts 2,097,000 hectares, 
37.1 percent the arable land. addition, forest and pas- 
ture lands belonging the State farms constitute some 1,- 
540,000 hectares, 15.5 percent, the land. Thus, the 
total land area Hungary, approximately percent was 
under collectivized management the beginning 1953. 
State farms and woodlands employ some 300,000 people 
and these are added the 413,000 kolkhoz members, 
total 714,000 people, more than one-third the coun- 
try’s agricultural workers, are the collectivized sector 
agriculture. 

Under the Five Year Plan, percent grain, potato 
and sugar beet harvesting, and percent the hoeing, 
must performed machine. the present time, some 
chines have been distributed unequally that collective 
farms are able about percent their harvesting 
machine while individual farmers only about percent. 
The mechanization program, has been lagging behind, 
however, particularly the “private sector” agriculture. 


Number 
Called For 
Number— Five Year 

December Plan for 
1952 1954 
1,000 3,000 
Machine Stations ...... 480 780 


Various Communist propaganda efforts have been made 
convince the peasants that “kulaks” and other “dissident 
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elements” are responsible for the desperate situation agri- 
culture, but with little effect. The grave shortage bread 
grains, wheat and rye, has struck hard blow the al- 
ready impoverished standard living. million metric 
quintals are needed for domestic bread supply. Because 
2,600,000 metric quintals bread grain were required for 
sowing, and the Communists had pledged export some 
million tons bread grain the Soviet Union and other 
members the Soviet bloc, particularly East Germany, 
last year’s crop million metric quintals wheat and 
million metric quintals rye, total million metric 
quintals bread grains, was insufficient. (Under normal 
conditions, Hungary’s bread grain surplus available for ex- 
port used 10-11 million metric 

Shortages potatoes are very grave, least 30-35 per- 
cent less than normal, and the same true corn and 
fodder crops. Imre Nagy was forced admit that “this 
year for the first time have been compelled import 
fodder.” Because the fodder shortage, many animals had 
slaughtered, and consequently there shortage 
meats and fats. However, the government has kept meat 
and fat prices high that the general populace better 
off. 

result the fall, winter and spring drought, the 
1953 crop will probably poor again and may happen 
that the temporary restriction collectivization will 
extended. However, this means change policy 
—at best, change tactic—and collectivization 
the land and regimentation the farmers must still 
considered the Stalinist goals. 


Bulgaria 


Bulgaria, collectivization has been three years ahead 
the programs the other Satellite countries. After these 
three years intensified pressure the peasantry, the 
collectivization situation follows (Review Coopera- 
Zemedelie [Sofia] January 1953): collective farms 
number 2745; State farms number 103; and Machine 
Tractor Stations, 140. There were 1,090,000 families 
Bulgaria living from agriculture. the end 1952, 52.07 
percent them were included the TKZS (kolkhozes) 
and 51.35 percent the land was collectivized. 

recent Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) editorial, “The 
Statute, the Basic Law the Cooperative Farms,” re- 
ported over the Bulgarian Home Service, April said 
that farmers are exploiting the land assigned for personal 
use, peasants are not registering available stock and equip- 
ment, meetings are not held regularly and criticism and 
self-criticism very low level. Party organizations 
and cooperative management councils are blamed for 
these shortcomings. 


The Prospects 


The agricultural problems facing the Communist re- 
gimes East and Central Europe have neither been met 
nor solved. Manpower shortages have developed because 


rural labor has been tapped for Satellite industrialization 
programs. Nagy, Hungary, insists “There manpower 
enough, only not perceived. All manpower 
could solved employing women agricultural pro. 
duction.” However, attempts have been made hav 
women take over large part the agricultural 
(as well many cases the industrial labor), but these 
have met with only small success. 

The rate mechanization agriculture has not kept 
pace with the departure agricultural labor for the cities, 
addition, Machine Tractor Stations have insufficient 
number machines and spare parts. These shortages, plus 
the shortage technicians, have resulted inability 
keep large part the industrial machinery 
tion. Drought, frosi, snow and heavy rains have not only 
made for poor harvests, but have increased the difficulties 
employing agricultural machines. 

Important shortages agronomists, technicians and 
technical cadres have plagued the “Socialist transformation 
the countryside.” What technical help has been available 
has been harassed paper work and bogged down 
bureaucratic mismanagements. 

addition adverse climatic conditions, the 


Whi 
tion seed and fertilizers has been inefficient and short 
supply, and used deliberately foster collectivization. This 
has frequently resulted inadequate harvesting and sow- ing 
ing the private sector agriculture, which most cases 
responsible for the largest part agricultural produc- 
tion. Further, the political aims the 
tion encouraged method political control the 
peasants—has resulted series measures which have 
reduced the production private farmers. Redistribution 
the land, with the best land going kolkhozes and 


sovkhozes, exorbitant delivery demands, discriminatory tax- 
ation, distribution seed and fertilizer, and machinery, 
have all led the discouragement individual peasants. 

Not only livestock breeding, but next summer’s crops, 
seem facing disaster. The stubborn resistance the 
peasants; the inefficiency kolkhozes and sovkhozes with 
their inexpert management, lack manpower, and listless 
productivity; shortcomings local administrations who 
continue deceive central authorities with rigged statisti- 
cal data; and the technical inadequacies manpower and 
Machine Tractor Stations are all gradually bringing about 
the collapse the regimes’ agricultural programs. 

Possibly, the Satellite regimes will more lenient 
individual farmers because these various problems and 
the impending shortages food and raw materials, There 
the further possibility that because Malenkov advocates 
that the peasants considered proletarian social stratum 
equal the working classes, the Satellite Communists will 
revise their treatment the peasants. far, however, the 
farmers’ basic distrust collectivization and the Commu- 
nists has not been eliminated, even lessened, and the 
Stalinist inability win over the peasantry remains one 
the major obstacles the Communization their coun- 
tries. 


FIVE NORMS DAY 


What makes man shockworker? What sort man 
shockworker become and how does develop 
society? self-hypnotized into being will- 
vassal State that exploits him exploit his fellow 
cynical man who says devil take the 
hindmost and devotes himself getting much the 
comforts life possible? Last year the Com- 
government Czechoslovakia attempted give 
answer these questions publishing Karel 
Doutnac’s Fulfilling Five Norms Day, Mlada Fronta 
1952. 


Although only thirty years old, shockworker Doutnac 
wrote that remembered the misery his family endured 
the First Republic. attended grammar school 
n.L. (central Bohemia) before his family moved 
Prague. There was apprenticed locksmith, but 
his apprenticeship was completed 1937, was 
and went eastern Slovakia look for job. 
found work machinist and remained there until 
After Munich, the part Slovakia which was 
(the Kosice region) was occupied Hungary and 
remained, working odd jobs. Later, re- 
Bohemia and worked factory producing agri- 
machines. There, his home town, met his 
wife, Vera. Towards the end World War II, 
went Prague once more and got job the large 
plant (Czech-Moravian-Kolben-Danek factory which 
Poduced tanks, trucks and heavy industrial equipment), 
was retrained welder. one time the 
questioned him for allegedly sabotaging the weld- 
tank armor. few weeks before the end the war, 
CKD factory was destroyed American bombers. 
During the Prague uprising (May 5-9, 1945), Doutnac 
fought the barricades and subsequently participated 
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Schweiks and Shockworkers 


the reconstruction the CKD plant, now renamed CKD- 
Sokolovo, after the Russian town the same name where 
the Red Army had fought victorious battle. Out dis- 
like for “egotistical” businessmen, Doutnac joined the Com- 
munist Party 1945, just before went into military 
service, and after his return became more active the 
Czech Communist Party and the Youth League. 


present Doutnac lives with his wife, Vera, and his two 
children, Vera, five, and son Jiri, four, modern apart- 
ment house suburban Prague. They theaters, mov- 
ies, and read books like Azyayev’s Far From Moscow. 
Doutnac worships Soviet stakhanovites like Umara Mago- 
met, oil pipeline welder, and modelling himself 
his Soviet counterparts, works five times hard and 
paid two and half times much the average worker. 


Below are significant excerpts from Fulfilling Five Norms 
Day, well the picture Karel Doutnac that ap- 
pears the cover the booklet. They give some insight 
into the ways which workers have been propagandized 
into becoming stakhanovites, well the ways which 
activist and shockworker programs, “Socialist competi- 
tions,” and other anti-labor measures are instituted the 
Communists. 


“At the Warsaw Congress Defenders Peace, dur- 
ing talks with French and other Western workers, 
they all watched like hawks. They wanted see 
shockworker and were astonished find that didn’t 
have calloused palms arms pulled out joint. 
the way the Western press and radio have described 
shockworkers: worn out, exhausted, crippled. They even 
invented double for the West: one Karel Dout- 
nac working death behind barbed wire, constantly 
pushed slavedrivers; and the other Karel Doutnac, 
well-fed and elegantly dressed, touring the country and 
making speeches. That their way slandering, 
fantasy, being offensive. 
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This picture shockworker Doutnac took three-quarters the 
space the front cover his book. 


First Socialist Pledge 


thought very hard before decided sign the So- 
cialist pledge. That was June 1949. improved 
norm ten percent and pledged increase work 
productivity. Although our staff CKD-Sokolovo 
very advanced, that time several our comrades did 
not fully understand the importance Socialist pledges 
and competitions. They abused us; some them took 
out the fuses; others attempted damage the product 
interfering with the welding tools. dipping the 
tools into crude oil, fumes developed during the welding 
process and damaged the results. But these were isolated 
individuals whom could soon persuade. 

“Before our shockworker group was formed, had 
worked different groups. What were they like? Ap- 
proximately worked jointly. had group 
leader foreman) who assigned work, obtained blue- 
prints, vouchers, and who made out the payrolls. Some 
the workers this collective group worked honestly 
while others took advantage and idled. The ones who 
worked more and the ones who worked less got the same 
wages the end the week: there was difference. 
After while the good workers grew tired this 
that they too began work more leisurely. Obviously, 
under such conditions, socialist competition could not 
develop. addition, not even Comrade 


words, “to plan production down the individual 
worker,” could carried out because the foreman dis. 
tributed different work assignments every day and 
one knew beforehand which would his. Under these 
conditions one could not become really skillful. 
familiar with the work great importance—this 
proved Soviet literature and the end our own 
experience also. Every day find something which could 
improved. 

“For this reason, and several others our group 
began work ourselves. signed the Socialist 
pledge and started competition. However, one 
experience proved that this was not enough. According 
the Socialist contract, had work independently, 
We, the first ones sign the contracts, were joined 
other workers from the plant, but was impossible 
help anyone. That was offense the contract. But 
what good one worker stands around and waits 
while another—equally competitive—works his head 
off? How could find solution? 

“We therefore got together and formed group 
five, consisting myself, Comrades Maly, Mirasek, Vol- 
stat, and later, Comrade Vohnout. work place was 
assigned and began work jointly. Our sal- 
ary was exactly proportional each our outputs. 
abolition the foreman system and improved work- 
ing organization, increased our output from 150 per- 

“Our shockworker group always found solutions its 
problems and never was discouraged. Sometimes the 
others complained that were ‘spoiling the work’ 
and other such complaints. When began use elec- 
trodes larger size, some our ‘experts’ warned 
that X-rays would emanate from these electrodes. 
did not give too much thought, but got ourselves 
piece X-ray film each. wore our chests for 
some time, carefully wrapped black paper. After 
while, had developed, and there wasn’t trace 
X-ray 


All Workers 


“In the fall 1950 signed another pledge set 
example for our youth. The pledge was answer 
American aggression Korea: 


All Workers! 


“Some time ago signed resolution protesting 
and asking for prohibition atomic weapons. 
thereby showed our determination fight for and de- 
fend peace. Since then the warmongers have proceeded 
from preparations direct aggression. Under the lead- 
ership American imperialists, they began their gang- 
ster attack Korea. There, they are murdering 
sands women and children, executing Korean patriots. 
They are turning cities, villages and plants into ruins. 
They bomb schools and hospitals. Imperialism has re- 
vealed its true face. Like the hordes Hitler, nothing 
sacred them. Their intention promote another 
world war and enslave the entire world. 

“Therefore, Karel Doutnac, shockworker, top welder 
the Prague region, member the Youth League, 
from the CKD Works Sokolovo, signed the Stockholm 
Peace Resolution, and therefore, pledge myself today 
fill 300 percent the set and checked norm for 
boiler-body welding for the year 1951. This an- 
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swer the warmongers Truman, MacArthur, Bevin, 


Churchill and the entire gang robbers and murderers 
for their bestialities and their attack Korea. Thus 
duty.’ 


Work Methods 


now have made the following parts for 
engine boiler: the boiler, the pipes, the rings and the 


funnel. The armature and the condenser for the hori- 


zontal boiler had made. This was problem 


since had shortage skilled welders. Our shock- 


work group discussed the matter and decided take 
over this additional work. was almost too much for 


week. However, becoming more skilled and sev- 


eral improvements (as mentioned further describ- 
ing method) later managed the work with- 
normal work hours. And doing saved triple 

When went Warsaw attend the World 
Congress Defenders Peace, heard that there was 
plan apply the three-phase method stakhanovite 
Mikhailov. did not quite understand and was 
doubtful. Comrade Krnak asked would try it. did, 
but first not successfully. told him: ‘Rudolf, that 
not the right thing.’ And said: ‘It needs more elec- 
tric power.’ Within two weeks had more powerful 
transformers and then there was more trouble. 
Since then can fulfill the norm 500 percent. 


Extension the New Work Methods 


could accomplish even more than now do. 
But have some complaints. true that have the 
Soviet Book store Wenceslas Square with plenty 
literature which could great help. But the books 


are written Russian, and although attend Russian 


classes, our knowledge the language still not suffi- 
cient for learn from these books. The comrade 
who wanted translate the books for not 
expert and therefore cannot understand the real 


meaning important technical expressions from her 
And have rack brain over the mean- 
ing words that seem nonsensical. need 
expert translators. 


European Worker's Conference: Berlin 


addressed the European workers behalf all 
us, the youth: 
earn 12,000 Kcs per month. For this can buy 


four complete suits, 1500 kilograms bread. Our 
entire youth achieving excellent results. Our success 
the result our peaceful building efforts and there- 
fore join the ranks the Peace Defenders. 


“No slander and threatening will help the Western 


imperialists because the truth with us. shall tell 
what the Voice America had say about me: 
allegedly have have such output; allegedly 
locked concentration camp with Commissar with 
pistol standing above me, forcing work; from 
all this work have arms long ape and longer 
human being. Look me! ask you: 
you trust those who inform you such way, you 
believe us, the workers who belong you? Because 
another broadcast, the Voice America tried tempt 


Special Feature 


over there would get least twice much, And 
could have house, car and God knows what else. 
interesting that they are offering that me? 
Why don’t they pay their own people who are liv- 
ing below the level and dignity 
Neither nor any other young man the Czechoslovak 
Republic needs because have everything here and 
because the future our youth lovely and 


There not much question that the publication Dout- 
nac’s booklet effort the part the Communist 
regime propagandize its own people and promote stak- 
hanovism.* And this perhaps most accurately and inter- 
estingly revealed brief italicized paragraph the last 
page the text, which reads follows: 

“We appeal our readers give their opinion 
this booklet, its contents, trend and technical 
form, and write their criticism evaluation pos- 
sible shortcomings this address: Mlada Fronta, pub- 
lishers, Prague II, Spalena 53.” 


THE GOOD WORKER SCHWEIK 


Another side the picture, and non-Communist con- 
trolled one, was provided recent Czechoslovak worker 
who escaped West Berlin. His story, which follows, gives 
another vivid insight into the everyday problems that 
workers face completely regimented State, where free- 
dom movement unthinkable and freedom choice 
occupation threat State security. 

The regional administration the firm Hodiny, Kle- 
noty, Starozitnosti (Watches, Jewelry, Antiques), previously 
called Chronor, sits Starometske Square Prague. One 
day, given only three hours notice, all its younger (up 
years old) employees were summoned meeting, with 
further information what was discussed. Be- 
cause one dared stay away, all attended, except 
those faithful Party members who were under the special 
protection the cadre division. Only the meeting did 
the employees learn that was part recruiting drive 
propagate voluntary participation workers’ brigades 
assigned the Ostrava mines for year. The meeting had 
been arranged the cadre division the firm under 
orders the Labor Office Prague 

Two employees the Labor Office, man and woman, 
attended, did the head the cadre division the firm, 
man Nejedly, allegedly relation the Deputy 
Prime Minister. 

order give the meeting more intimate character, 
all attending were seated around huge round table. The 
Labor Office official opened the meeting with speech 
about love and devotion for the Republic which should 
proved diligent work. then appealed all those 
present for two volunteers for one year brigade work 
the Ostrava mines, and ten other volunteers for per- 
manent assignment heavy industry. 

There are diagrams technical information welding, 


for example, and considerable discussion technical methods for 
improving work and increasing productivity. 
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this point, Nejedly turned the Labor Office official, 
and asked low voice, but one that all could hear: 
“Isn’t possible reduce that number? The enterprise 
already short employees. Work accumulates and cus- 
tomers have wait for their repairs more than three 
months. any more employees leave, even this time will 
have extended.” 

The reply was the same low voice, but also audible. 
“Chronor not important enterprise. necessary 
have bread, but whether watch repaired sooner 
later makes difference. And having bread depends 
our output and building our heavy industry.” Then 
turned the men and again asked for volunteers. 

Silence. 

repeated the privileges volunteers, stressing the 
high wages. 

Again deep silence. All the men looked down. The 
Labor Office delegate addressed the men individually, 
name, asking for reasons why they did not sign up. 
The first ones answer gave evasive and careful replies. 
They didn’t know the opinions and attitudes the others 
and they were not sure the reactions the Labor Office 
man and Nejedly. 

One admitted lack courage. His friend had suffered 
from the heavy work the mines and could not recover 
his health, although had been back from the mines for 
several months. was afraid this would happen him 
too. “You must see reason. working capacity de- 
pends health and that wages depend too. 
might easily get sick and this could permanently damage 
ability earn living. What would live then?” 


Another declared that thought poor idea send 
watchmaker the mines. watchmaker must have 
fingertip feeling wants good watchmaker. The 
hard manual work the mines apt make him lose this 
fine feeling and would take plenty time regain his 
and not want give up. not intend become 
inefficient and unproductive and afraid that after 
brigade work, could not faultless work for some time.” 

Another asked this recruiting was really voluntary. 
When this was confirmed the Labor Office man, the 
worker, greatly relieved, declared: “Well, then, one can 
force me. not wish sign up. Since supposed 
voluntary, don’t even have give any reasons.” 

Here the woman from the Labor Office interfered. 
trembling voice, she said: “President Gottwald certainly 
kind. gives you the chance join voluntarily and 
you don’t want take the opportunity offered you.” 
She repeated this comment several times. 

The next man speak said: “Forget about me. I’m 
getting married tomorrow.” 

The rest became more daring. 

Another declared. “My wife expecting baby. want 
stay with her.” 
The Labor Office man remarked that his wife, not he, 


was expecting the child and the worker need not present 
when the child born. “The State will take care you 
wife and child your absence. You don’t have 
But the future father declared: not interested 
whether the State looks after family. 
forward becoming father. love wife. want 
live with her. And don’t intend separated from her 
for whole year. that had been intention, 
have get married all.” 

Another man said: “No one told beforehand what 
would discussed this meeting. not used 
making decisions without asking wife. have 
two small children. cannot leave her alone without her 
approval.” The reply got was: sure your wife 
would glad for you decide your own. She will 
approve your patriotic devotion the Republic.” The 
worker did not answer. 


Yellow Jaundice 


Another worker said: don’t want get 
turned his colleagues. “Do you remember the two 
men from our enterprise who were brigades for 
months but had give after three months? Since then, 
they are still sick with jaundice.” 

The workers all began discuss the case the two men 
and the Labor Office delegate tried change the subject. 
During the discussion, had become increasingly nervous, 
apparently not prepared for such opposition. One man 
kept getting and running the window, saying was 
sick, that couldn’t stand the bad air room filled 
with people. 

Finally, the Labor Office man warned: “Comrades, 
you are not all conscientious. were treating you 
equals and with too great consideration. gave 
chance sign voluntarily and get certain 
But you lack the good will and understanding 
You all must aware the minor importance your 
enterprise. Sooner later, the plant will closed and 
you will all heavy industry the mines. Befor 
long, your jobs will taken over women and you wil 
have whether you like not. One day you will get 
the order: ‘Get ready tomorrow. You are assigned 
the mines.’ And there will other chance for you 
Since none you will sign voluntarily today, all you 
will have medical checkup and the strongest among 
you will assigned: two will the mines and the 
heavy industry.” 

Then the Labor Office delegate grabbed his 
and disappeared, followed the woman who had made 
herself ridiculous her remarks Gottwald’s 
Cadre-worker Nejedly was embarrassed their 
departure and left the room without any comment. 

Three weeks later, the employees were summoned 
Labor Office for medical examination. After 
few weeks, the escapee who told this story received his 
assignment the Ostrava mines, for one year. 
quested his annual leave from Hodiny, Klenoty, 
nosti and escaped West Berlin. 
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RADITIONALLY, the nations Eastern Europe developed 
highly patriotic attitudes toward their own ethnic tra- 
ditions. One the most deeply-rooted was the form 
ritual dances performed symbolize national feelings and 
holidays, religious festivals, historical occurrences. 
Dances regional village festivals symbolized the joys 
and sorrows ethnic groups sharing culture and history 


celebrating, among other things, birth, harvest, 


and saints days. incorporate these expressions 
national culture into homogeneous mass culture, the 
Communists have attempted impose the dance their 
usual theoretical panacea, “nationalism form and Social- 


content,” which ultimately results warping the 
central meaning. this connection, Stalin’s report 


the national question, delivered the occasion the 
16th Party Congress Moscow 1930, illuminating. 
The period the dictatorship the proletariat 
national culture, socialist content and national 
form, blossoms. may seem strange that we, who 
are favor the fusion national cultures the 
future into one common culture (both form and 
content) are the same time favor the 
blossoming national cultures the present time, 
the period the dictatorship the proletariat. But 
there nothing strange this. The national cultures 
must permitted develop and expand and reveal 
all their potential qualities, order create the condi- 
tions necessary for their fusion into single, common 
culture with single, common language. The blossom- 
ing cultures national form and socialist content 
under proletarian dictatorship one country, with 
the object their fusion into single, common, social- 
ist (both form and content) culture, with single, 
common language, when the proletariat victorious 
throughout the world and socialism becomes everyday 
matter—such the dialectical nature the Leninist 
presentation the question national culture. 


” 
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Cultural Section 


The Satellite Arabesque 


Since the folk dance deeply indigenous the captive 
countries, the Communists have attempted exploit its 
“native tradition” value while subverting its meaning in- 
troducing the Stalinist nationalities ideology. music, 
painting literature, the Party has the more specific, 
some ways more subtle and others less complex, task 
discouraging the artist’s individuality and transforming 
him into the “new Socialist” artist. This explains the effec- 
tiveness such devices the purge “undesirable ele- 
ments” the other fine arts. But the dance more diffi- 
cult deal with. 

the first place, the abstract quality dance makes 
difficult weigh politically and, therefore, rule thumb 
Marxist-Leninist criticism cannot easily brought bear 
upon it. The dancer’s leap and the choreographer’s anno- 
tation are not obvious ideological constructs the paint- 
er’s subject the writer’s language. Secondly, dance less 
permanent; that is, not generally recorded, and each 
performance, however carefully planned, must contain im- 
provisations and changes. Unlike the painting the book, 
the dance performance not “finally fixed” and published. 

Thirdly, exploiting Central European folk traditions, 
Communist leaders want build largely upon old-time 
native forms. Not only are these dances, handed down 
for many generations, unamenable drastic alteration: 
would decidedly unprofitable for the Stalinist regimes 
destroy them. With their deep-seated popular appeal 
they provide the best, indeed the only available “containers” 
into which the Party can pour its particular ideological 
content. 

Instead revising the forms, then, the Communists have 
attempted revision the substance and occasion the 
dance. Their tactics have been threefold: one, take 
dance out its national and ethnic context and put into 
organizational, Party-inspired setting: factory, kolkhoz, 
school, army, etc.; two, present Satellite cultures with 


j 


Soviet dance perfect model the end result strive 
for, their own attempts imbue national form with 
“Socialist” content; and three, isolate Satellite culture 
from all non-Soviet, i.e., Western, influences. 


PROLETARIAN 
ORGANIZATIONS" 


forming dance teams what Stalin once called 
“common proletarian organizations,” the Communists have 
given the traditional substance and occasion folkdance 
new raison d’étre. Each village, factory, kolkhoz and 
school now dances separately—and Communist occa- 
sions—the same folkdance which once was joint village 
expression. The villagers longer dance traditional, 
yet spontaneous celebration the harvest; simple 
joy the fact that season’s work has ended, the wheat 
in, the corn bins full. Instead, the kolkhoz team must 
transform the harvest from reason for dancing into the 
subject the dance itself: demonstration praise, and 
for the promotion, Communist agricultural output. Not 
harvest time, but the fact that Communism has made this 
harvest possible, the new point the occasion. the 
words the Albanian daily Bashkimi (Tirana), July 15, 
1952, “Our people, with great love their 
dance for the Party, for Premier Hoxha, for the glorious 
Soviet Union and for Stalin.” 

Party publications frequently boast the successes 
achieved giving many artistic worker groups the op- 
portunity express, through dance, their joy “the 
building Communism.” For example, Otechestven Front 
(Sofia) for January 18, 1953 reported that “more than 
10,000 artistic groups, with approximately 250,000 partici- 
pants, were created the past eight years. According 
other press accounts, Romania claims 5,500 artistic 
groups, Albania 472, and Hungary 14,000. 

These amateur teams are usually organized Com- 
mittee Board Arts under the supervision the Min- 
ister Culture. Cultural-educational committees are ap- 
pointed control cultural activity clubs, reading rooms, 
cultural centers and libraries located most factories, 
schools and enterprises. Here dance activity, well 
singing, reading, political lectures and other Party-sponsored 
“entertainments,” are “enjoyed.” 


The Folk Ensemble 


addition fostering amateur dance teams which 
perform the old folk dances new Communist context, 
the Satellite governments have gone one step further and 
provided novel artistic framework for folk dance, called 
the folk ensemble. This “ensemble” amounts patch- 
work performance dance teams, choirs, orchestra, sextets, 
vocal soloists, and even acrobats. The merger further de- 
prives dance its original meaning projecting into 
broad mass culture. Completely foreign East Euro- 
peans, the folk ensemble actually ready-made Com- 
munist art form, artificial product the artificial life 
which the captive peoples must, almost literally, “stage.” 


effort spared use the folk ensemble prop. 
agator mass proletarian culture. Under Party direction, 
performs exclusively before organizations, not theatre 
audiences; its members create new songs and dances which 
portray aspects Communist life; and its example 
posed followed the dance teams all 
the words Muzyka, Warsaw’s cultural monthly, 
for June 1951, advisable give [the State 
semble’s] achievements our most careful attention 
take from them everything that good and suitable and 
transplant into the much broader field our amateur, 
factory, and village dance life. 

Some the new ensemble dances presented captive 
audiences models carry blatant propaganda messages. 
recent Hungarian performance the 
Dance Ensemble good example. Szabad Nep (Buda- 
pest), March 21, 1953, wrote: “The boundless hatred 
the Korean people for the American aggressors was 
eloquently conveyed through the dance the Korean 
mother, hugging the little body her baby who was killed 
the bombs American aggressors.” Typical ensemble 
librettos satirize imperialists, reactionaries “kulaks.” 

Estonia, some titles regime-approved ensemble 
dances are “Kolkhoz Dance,” “Fisherman,” “In Our Kolk. 
hoz,” and “Hay Making,” (which won first prize 
dance competition). the words Sickle and Hammer 
(Tallinn) for March 17, 1951, “The dance excellent 
portrayal the process haymaking expressive 
and understandable way.” Another composition, “Male 
Dance,” was awarded third prize for its “demonstration 
physical strength, illustrated the somersault and other 
skills.” 

Muzyka (Warsaw), its June 1951 issue, described the 
propaganda role which Poland’s Mazowsze Ensemble had 
effectively played: 

“The team takes active part political life. 

was host group Youth League members from 
Warsaw and performed factory. During the peace 
congress, the group visited the conference hall and re- 
ceived delegations from abroad. The team’s perform- 
ances the Soviet Union and Germany will undoubt- 
edly contribute the unity and solidarity progres- 
sive youth all over the world.” 


Rewards the Faithful 


There certain amount regime favoritism toward 
ensembles and even toward amateur organizational dance 
teams which effectively demonstrate mass culture work, 
culture harmonious relationship all aspects 
Communist life. Szabad Nep (Budapest) wrote Jan- 
uary 1953: 


“Sunday afternoon the dance groups 
textile factories met little competition the House 
Culture Fehervari Street demonstrate their skill 
and ability. Before the actual dancing took place, 
group leaders told the audience something the back- 
ground the teams. Members the Keltex Plant 
dance group were rewarded with vacation Romania 
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for their outstanding production records. This plant 
prides itself countless stakhanovites and other work- 
ers who regularly overfulfill their quotas. Almost every 
group leader emphasized the same idea his speech: 
with their performances, the dancers want inspire 
other workers even greater achievements; cheerful 
spirit spurs workers greater production.” 


Czech exile, discussing the “salaries” ensemble mem- 
bers, maintains that: 


“Theoretically, the members are supposed em- 
ployed regular jobs outside their artistic activities or, 
the case army ensemble, ordinary soldiers. 
reality, however, the very heavy schedules most 
groups makes this impossible. The members are actually 
professionals, whether their wages are nominally paid for 
‘work’ for singing and dancing. highly reason- 
able assume that the Army Art Ensemble, one 
Czechoslovakia’s largest groups, the regular Army 
payroll. The Collegiate Art Ensemble, the other 
hand, seems less professional. Most its members 
are medical students who not receive regular pay for 
their performances, but the State finances all their travel 
expenses, and furnishes their costumes.” 


According Hungarian exile: 


“Since the members the State Ensemble must con- 
stantly prepare new productions for presentation the 
large cities, towns, peace conferences, industrial devel- 
opments, state resorts, factories and mines, they have 
time contribute work hours the organizations 
which they are allegedly members. Yet they receive reg- 
ular monthly salaries from the organization which 
they belong. This approximately equivalent 
skilled laborer’s wage, about 1200 1500 forints 
($100-125) 

“When amateur performers from factory, school 
kolkhoz teams are sent competitions, they are paid 
their usual wages plus all expenses. Others, less skilled, 
are not paid for their local performances, but receive 
regular wages for the few hours day which they are 
permitted rehearse. Controversies often arise this 
issue between factory management, which does not ap- 
prove workers spending much time cultural ac- 
tivities, and the Ministry People’s Culture, which 
maintains that the standard dance performances must 
raised, irrespective the conflicting interests in- 
dustry.” 


The Workers Forgot About Culture 


The February 26, 1953 issue the Bulgarian daily 
(Sofia) admitted the same problem article 
which criticized some enterprises for not sufficiently encour- 
aging dance activity. Referring earlier trade union 
decree which provided for large-scale “reviews” enter- 
prise artistic activities, the newspaper wrote: 

“Some weak points have been noticed the prepara- 
tion and organization the reviews. The agricultural, 
forestry and carpentry union committees have not co- 
operated with the district committees. result, not 
single group from the Pleven district will participate 


Cultural 


From Bulgaria (Sofia), September 1952 


the review. Bourgas, artistic groups chemical 
and workers are not taking the review seriously. 
District committees the building and food industry, 
well those from the credit organizations, have not 
discussed the reviews and they have done nothing for 
the strengthening existing groups for organizing 
new ones. The district council Trade Unions 
Turnovo last year passed the task reviewing 
the Education and Culture Department the district 
people’s council. The artistic activity Gabrovo 
poor shape. The district committee the textile 
workers there reported December that, because the 
fulfillment plans, the comrades forgot about educa- 
tion and culture the workers. The committee com- 
plained that because there coordination between 
trade unions and other mass organizations, rehearsals 
are rarely held. According lists, the committee went 
on, the groups include 100 members, but only 

“The trade unions and other administrations who 
think that the participation workers artistic activi- 
ties luxury entertainment having connection 
plan fulfillment and worker education, are gravely 
mistaken. For successful execution the reviews, 
trade union organizations must immediately take meas- 
ures strengthen the groups that their activity will 
become long-lasting, planned result.” 
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THE SOVIET MODEL 


One the important lessons which the Satellite coun- 
tries have had learn that the Soviet Union, the best 
and purest expression Communist ideology, the model 
followed their own struggle toward “proper pro- 
letarianism.” dance all other cultural endeavors, 
Russia the battleship, the Satellites merely the rowboats 
its Soviet instructors and dance groups frequently 
tour the Satellites demonstrate Russian folk dances and 
new Soviet compositions; Soviet dances are included 
the repertoires all programs presented Satellite dance 
teams; and lectures are held many enterprises popu- 
larize Soviet dances and educate the captive people toward 
appreciation their superiority. The Satellite press fre- 
quently reminds its readers that only through Soviet aid 
and inspiration has dance activity developed its rapid 
pace. For instance, the Albanian Bashkimi (Tirana), re- 
porting recent folk festival, wrote July 15, 1952: 

“The mass participation men, women, boys and 
girls from all over the country showed the popular char- 


Tode Kodumaalt (Tallinn), April 15, 1951 


acter the festival and demonstrated the great social 
transformation taking place every day all our prov- 
inces under the direction the Only our 
Party has created the opportunity for such development 
art and culture. The folk artists showed their 
gratitude toward the Soviet Union for its boundless 
devotion and 


The Bulgarian daily Otechestven Front (Sofia) for 
uary 18, 1953 wrote that the formation its own State 
Folk Ensemble was inspired the example two 
teams, Pyatnitsky and Igor Moiseev: 


imitation these two teams, the Bulgarian 
State Ensemble was formed under the inspiring leader- 
ship Philip Koutev [Merited Artist and Dimitrov Prize 
Laureate]. Today, the Plovdiv District People’s 
Council Ensemble, the Macedonian Ensemble, and many 
others are following the example. For thousands 
our artistic collectives, the model. Bulgarian 
dance and song groups, after the Soviet pattern, are 
striving toward multiple, politically acute, progressive 
repertoire which educates the working people high 
patriotism and devotion the Fatherland, love for the 
Soviet Union and for the great Stalin. 


When Russian dances are performed the 
allegedly they produce greater ovations from the 
than their own national dances. The Romanian 
tural monthly Femeia, published Bucharest, wrote 
April 1950 issue: 


“At recent competition, Romanian folk dances 
the region were performed our lovely national 
dress. Then, our local Hungarian minority groups pre- 
sented their Czardas dance. How gay they all 
What hearty applause heard! All sudden, few 
dancers came forward Soviet folk dress. The wave 
enthusiasm was endless. The dancers were full 
grace and could not stop admiring 


the Baltic countries, the Russian element has 
oughly pervaded folk dancing. For example, the 
panying dance costume illustrations, two Estonian 
are made look Russian use the high black boots, 
the full short sleeves, the high necks and the headdresses. 
There distinct difference the picture below which 
shows dancer typically Estonian dress: the gay blouse, 
jewelry and the low, open neckline. Only the kerchief 
the girl’s head Russian. 


Decadent Western Dance 


Isolation from Western dance culture essential 
ment the campaign glorify Russian dance and 
velop proletarian culture. Slavic folk dance 
larized and encouraged the best expression 
rian culture, and Western ballroom dancing strongly 
“bourgeois decadence.” American ballroom dancing 
principal target regime attacks Western dance, 
most frequently take the form press ridicule, satirical 
cartooning, and the like. Czechoslovakia, 1952, 
administrative measures were employed well. 
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words former musician popular dance band 
Prague: 

“The Music and Artist Center issued list forbid- 
den dance pieces which was distributed all orchestra 
leaders. Rudolf Friml and Franz Lehar were among the 
names forbidden composers. general restriction 
against any jazz dixie-land pieces was imposed. Only 
two composers were given official regime approval. One 
the late Jaroslav Jezek, who wrote jazz compositions; 
and the Russian, Dunajevskij, whose music semi- 
operatic vein. 

“About the same time, the Art and Cultural Service 
Employees, division the Central Trade Union Coun- 
cil, its publication Kulturni Prace, brought out 
article entitled ‘Jazz,’ translated from the Russian. The 
piece explained that jazz, played and danced the 
West, was part Wall Street’s plans for creating war 
hysteria: jazz disturbs the nervous system the dancer 
such way that then better prepared for the role 
assigned him Wall Street, namely, become good 
cannon fodder. The article concluded, however, that the 
original jazz music created Negroes was valuable 
both artistic and humane sense. 

“The control implemented inspectors 
who visit dances and make objections the band leader 
banned pieces are played. One the members the 
orchestra with which was associated was accused 
playing tune previously heard the West German 
radio station AFN. addition the inspectors, there 
are Youth League members who make their job re- 
port couples who engage ‘figure’ dancing, who 
dance individualistic manner.” 


The Hungarian daily Szabad Nep (Budapest) wrote 
January 1953 that musical show presented the 
Matyas Rakosi Works Dance Group, the couples the 


dance scene had successfully “chased” group Ameri- 
can zootsuiters out their dance hall singing satirical 
verses. 


Other Corrective Measures 


The Estonian cultural magazine Sickle and Hammer 
(Tallinn) for January 20, 1951 announced plan for pop- 
ularizing Russian dances “to counteract the tendency 
adhere Western dances:” 


seminar for dance teachers will held 
February the Working People’s House Cul- 
ture Tallinn. Lecturers will specialists from Mos- 
cow. The purpose the seminar give ideologically 
practical training the teachers. the future, these 
teachers will have the sole right acting instructors.” 


Vecherni Novini (Sofia), April 16, 1952, reported that 
the Bulgarian Committee for Science, Art and Culture was 
replace “the degenerate Western European 
dances with popular Soviet folk dances and ancient ball 


dances.” “In the meantime,” the article continued, “new 


national ball dances are being created.” Excerpts from the 


article follow: 


“The Committee charged some our best known 
choreographers with the task creating new dances, 
using our rich Bulgarian folklore base. far, ten 


Cultural 


“The Wise Men the Week" 


“The above poster was invitation Janu- 
ary Great Ball local group Czecho- 
slovak Youth Leaguers Dolni Marklovice, 
district Karvina, and shows clearly the 
kind entertainment the League function- 
aries had mind.” 

Dikobraz (Prague), February 


ballroom dances created the choreographers’ collec- 
tive have been approved. They were shown the direc- 
tors local dance groups throughout the country and 
are now being popularized among the working class 
through courses enterprises, offices and schools. 
many places, the dances are already being danced, but 
wider popularization must achieved. Along with the 
new dances, Soviet folk dances will also publicized. 
Many them are already being studied local dance 


Successes and Failures 


While doubtful that mass proletarian dance cul- 
ture has emerged will ever result from Communist 
controls, must admitted that the controls themselves 
have been implemented with almost complete success. 
the matter folk dance, Party-outlined aims are being ful- 
filled. Folk dance set the desired organizational 
framework; far-reaching administrative apparatus con- 
trols all dance activity; and East Europe’s dances are being 
warped the Soviet pattern. But the anti-Western, anti- 
ballroom phase the over-all Communist control cam- 
paign has been failure, admitted even the Party press. 
For example, the Estonian cultural magazine, Sickle and 
Hammer (Tallinn) for January 20, 1951, wrote: 

“In other Soviet countries the problem ballroom 
dance repertoire solved wide use Soviet Russian 
dances, but the People’s Houses Culture our 
Republic, adherence Western dances still prevails. 


Almost two years later, November 21, 1952, Sickle 
and Hammer again wrote: 


“Very poor entertainment was offered recent cul- 
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tural evening the Tallinn High School. While the 
evening began with student concert, this lasted for 
only hour the six-hour affair. The dance music 
played thereafter was clearly the bourgeois West. Even 
few Soviet pieces were played the strange rhythm 
Western ‘hits.’ Hardly anyone danced the new Soviet 
ballroom dances which should find great popularity 
among Soviet workers.” 


number refugee reports over the past several years 
indicate that, despite Communist efforts, the people ignore 
regime warnings and enjoying ballroom dancing, 
particularly Western ballroom dances, but with less fre- 
quency than prewar days. For example, the following 
report from Polish escapee describing dance at- 
tended Warsaw two years ago: 


“In July 1951, summer dance, organized the 
local Youth League, was held the Mokotow Coopera- 
tive Consumers Club Warsaw. Several Party officials 
invited for the occasion (Stefan Marzec, Antoni Gan- 
tarski, Michal Duszynski, Klecki and others) were wel- 
comed with ‘boogie woogie’ piece. After the orchestra 
finished playing, Comrade Gantarski the Youth 
League Executive Committee, asked Skowronski, who 
was charge the dance, have those ‘immoral, 
kulak dances’ stopped. Otherwise, Gantarski said, 
and his friends would have leave. spite Gan- 
tarski, however, the orchestra continued playing 
and about p.m. Gantarski again made the same 
request, this time over the loudspeaker. There were 
loud protests from the dancers, however, and the orches- 
tra went with it. After midnight, the debate 
what should played changed into open fight and 
the dance was broken 


The people’s open resistance 
room dancing amusingly illustrated this article from 
the Polish Catholic weekly, Tygodnik Powszechny (Cra- 
cow) for January 11, 1953: 


The New night dance nice, very nice, 
but there one thing wrong: the whirling dances. Just 
think it—one has whirl the whole night 
ladies and gentlemen, bumble bee? And besides, 
how can age, perform this hard work whirl- 
ing? Sometimes the dance program included 
polkas, obereks—and only two slower dances—for 
well-deserved rest. You should have seen the dancers! 
They were perspiring like steamboats; ladies would re- 
fresh themselves with fans and gallons lemonade until 
finally they fainted altogether. Waltzes, polkas, obereks, 
kujawiaks, krakowiaks—and, only once per hour, 
tango. Even horse would give up. And, therefore, 
appeal for more ‘walking and sliding’ dances. Let 
have again few foxtrots, bit slowfox, soupgon 
the rhumba. Let dull old man like myself have 


BALLET 


Under Communist control, ballet has also sprouted, but 
can hardly said have “blossomed” folk dance 
has. Ballet has neither been improved quality 
quantity the introduction Communist ideology, nor 


become the exemplar proletarian dance culture. 
spite the extent State encouragement given the art 
form (ballet students are subsidized; ballet artists are given 
privileges high salary, long vacations, good housing, 
Stalin medals and monetary prizes), the results not 
live Party expectations. The Communists are met 
with resistance every turn. They find that ballet artists 
are placing personal interests before Party considera- 
tions, are not studying Marxism-Leninism-Stalinism 
prove their understanding and execution the dance, and 
they continue cling bourgeois traditions. Particularly 
the case the Baltics, there are not enough qualified 
dancers satisfy the people’s cultural needs, since most 
the dancers fled 1944, just prior the second Com- 
munist conquest. 

The Estonian publication Sovetskaya Estonia (Tallinn) 
published extensive article many these problems 
criticism the ballet division Estonia Theatre. 
Here are excerpts from the article, which appeared the 
December 11, 1952 issue the magazine: 


“Communist Party cadres Estonia Theatre have 
made many mistakes. One them that they have 
not worked sufficiently with the ballet group the 
theatre. This especially serious view 
visit Moscow two years ago, when the Central Com- 
mittee warned that the weakest spot the theatre was 
ballet. Only three the five ballets staged since then 

were appreciatively received the public. The 
other two did not stay the repertoire because their 
low artistic quality. 

“The very slow progress the Estonia ballet re- 
sult defective ideological education. Work discipline 
very lax. criticism self-criticism has been prac- 
ticed. Some artists have shown willingness all 
advance their professional training, and the progress 
younger members the group has also been retarded. 
One Hagus missed the training lessons given 
during the last two months. The same applies 
Koit. These dancers are not learning the great Russian 
classic ballets, and for this they should disqualified. 
Koit opposes giving major parts the young bal- 
lerina Kelder. let her fall during training lesson. 
Dancer Radin constantly comes rehearsal intoxicated. 
[On February 1953, Sovetskaya Estonia reported Ra- 
dismissal Director Rajala.] Dancer Saareke 
morally depraved. 


Old Capitalist Traditions 


“The old capitalist traditions still prevail the Es- 
tonia Theatre. Some artists still worship bourgeois art. 
All this the sign unhealthy creative atmosphere 
the group. The Party organization the theatre 
aware this but has never dealt with the problem. 
Neither the management nor the Party has given any 
help our young balletmaster, Romanova, her 
attempt establish better relationships with the dance 
group. Artists placing their personal interests above 
those the group have not been reprimanded. not 
surprising that the light such circumstances the 
Nutcracker Suite and Scheherezade ballets were discon- 
tinued after two months rehearsal. 
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“We keep coming back the same basic fault: the 
group’s political training grossly inadequate. The 
concepts the 19th Party Congress have not been ana- 
lyzed; lectures have been organized the most 
prominent arts the world: the Soviet arts. Artists are 
very rarely sent the best Soviet theatres. quite 
clear that unless continually strive widen the po- 
litical horizons these artists, will impossible 
stage good ideological performances. 


The reasons for failure are the same those other 
arts: the imposition governmental control, particularly 
within the straitjacket political ideology completely 
foreign not only art general, but East European 
art particular, results stubborn resistance. the 
case highly individual, personal art form such 
ballet, resistance intensified. But the Communists con- 
tinue their attempts deprive ballet its individuality and 
fit into the broad theoretical framework “nationalist 
form, Socialist content.” 

ballet, the greatest damage has been inflicted upon 
artistic integrity and quality, rather than the substance 
the art itself, the case folk dance. Confronted 
with lack qualified ballet dancers, the Communists 
have employed young, inexperienced dancers older, re- 
tired dancers. The pace “Communist building” does 
not permit the artist devote long years the kind 
training which produces first-rate ballet dancer, and 
the results Satellite theatres are artistically poor per- 
formances degrading the brilliance the ballet artist’s 
traditional technique. The Polish Przeglad Kulturalny 
(Warsaw) discussed this problem its January 23, 1953 


“Because professional ballet schooling had inter- 
rupted for almost five years during wartime, decided 
compromise the matter training instead wait- 
ing for fully qualified dancers whose study ordinarily be- 
gins early childhood. decided take advantage 
our older dancers, well the fresh, inexperienced 
younger ones. The greatest obstacles were classic 
dance. Acting and expressiveness were left luck, 
depending upon the individual. And what are the 
results? Let admit: not too good. notice 
constant lack harmony between the music and danc- 
ing. The inferior technique our young dancers can- 
not, however, blamed entirely upon them. 
course impossible create few months some- 
thing that requires least eight nine years serious 
study. choreographic training had begun immediately 
after the war under the supervision and care the state, 
would now have much better results.” 


The Dancing Bear 


Two devices have been used the Communists their 
efforts change the character ballet. First, repertoire 
strictly limited Russian classics, ballets which depict 
the class struggle; second, dance academies are organized 
the Soviet model and instruction principally Rus- 
sian masters. Bulgaria, for example, the ballet master 


Cultural 


Sofia’s Popular Theatre Russian, Nicolai Holfin; 
Nina Kiradjieva, Moscow Ballet School graduate, 
ballet mistress the National Opera. According So- 
vetskaya Estonia (Tallinn), for February Russian in- 
structors were installed Estonia Theatre raise 
the low ideological level the newspaper had criticized 
earlier. the future, the article said, ballet masters and 
directors from Moscow’s theatres, well lecturers from 
Moscow and Leningrad, would visit Estonia Theatre. 
addition, Estonian ballet artists would sent the best 
theatres Leningrad for advanced study. 

Dance academies the “new Soviet type,” combining 
general studies with technical training, have been set 
all the Satellites. Bulgaria’s State Ballet School, founded 
1951 special decree the Council Ministers, 
has eight-year course which includes the full curriculum 
general high schools, the latter approved the Ministry 
Education. Lectures are given the historic origin 
Russian classic dances, and two hours day are de- 
voted training classical Russian ballet. The school 
directed Vladimir Beli the Moscow Bolshoi Theatre. 
Poland has three five-year schools, Sosnowiec, Warsaw 
and Gdansk, offering two years general studies. Ad- 
vanced students are sent Russian academies for study. 


"The Grand Concert" 


Just university students are often selected for ideo- 
logical trustworthiness rather than intellectual ability, 
artistic merit sacrificed choosing candidates for dance 
training. One such choice Esther Wilensky, the daughter 
glass factory worker who was employed textile 
plant the time her admittance Romania’s Cluj 
Ballet School. Here her “success story,” told 
Femeia, the Bucharest monthly, its November 1952 issue: 


“Esther Wilensky once had the opportunity seeing 
the Soviet film, The Grand Concert. fired her imagi- 
nation and attracted her irresistibly toward the art 
dance. Esther’s own words: 

‘The Soviet film, The Grand Concert, had great im- 
pact life. The grace, the perfection tone, the 
talent Ulanova [prima ballerina Russia] filled 
heart with deep admiration for the art dance. felt 
strong impulse become dancer myself. felt was 
the only road life could take.’ 

“Esther Wilensky knew she would have work hard. 
She talked over with her comrades the factory, 
who told her: “Try your luck. must all all 
can make our dreams come With the 
help the trade union committee, she suc- 
ceeded registering the Cluj Ballet School. There 
she met with difficulties: are too old,’ they said. 
But Esther took such pains, worked hard, danced with 
much emotion that she graduated and became 
one the leading dancers her profession. She was 
hired the Opera House Cluj. The dream 
her life had come true. Her talent was like flower 
the fields whose perfume strong because springs 
from the earth; that is, from the people. She feels 
that the roots her talent lie deeply the rich soil 


a 


the people. She had brought from the factory the 
healthy spirit team work, the love for collective en- 
deavors. She had acquired her sound principles 


Red Repertoire 


While Communist ideology permits the use three types 
ballet Satellite stages, only one these has pre- 
dominant place: ballets with historical folklore 
themes interpreted terms the class struggle. Second 
place given the romantic Russian classics such Swan 
Lake, and third ballets based contemporary themes 
such kolkhoz life. September 1951 article the 
merits both folklore and contemporary themes, the Polish 
cultural monthly Muzyka (Warsaw) clearly 
preference for folklore: 


“The contemporary hero must portrayed new 
musical language, new type melody. must 
therefore reach more deeply into the rich resources 
our folklore. the same time, popular song may be- 
come the source inspiration for ballet. for the 
libretto, direct the attention the rich and 
far untouched treasure chest folklore legends and 
stories. Peasant proverbs, which are very witty and 
colorful, very apt and realistic, may provide many ideas 

“From the very beginning, Soviet ballet masters re- 
jected the concept that dance, because its specific char- 
acter, was medium unsuitable for presenting contem- 
porary themes, But this does not mean, course, 
that ballet should limit itself contemporary life. 
Themes the past: peasant epic, fable, 
classic literature, events historic significance—all these 
constitute real treasure chest for choreographers.” 


Use the favored folklore theme gives perfect expres- 
sion the Communist allegation that Satellite cultures 
should “nationalist form, Socialist content.” Such 
theme can allegedly awaken national pride and the 
same time promote Communist ideology permitting in- 
terpretations conformity with the Communist view 
life. Presumably for this reason, this type ballet ap- 
pears most frequently Satellite stages. But the Party 
line also imposed ballets dealing with historic Russia. 
The majority both kinds are Soviet compositions, but 
few are written contemporary Satellite composers, 
and few are classics Eastern Europe which are “adapt- 
able.” good example the popular Polish ballet Har- 
nasie. First performed 1937 the International Ex- 
position Paris where won the Grand Prix, Harnasie 
deals with Poland’s legendary 
nasie) who are said have stolen from the rich give 
the poor. The Warsaw daily Trybuna Ludu, review 
published January 23, placed their adventures the 
framework Communist historic class struggle 


“The harnasie have long been considered defenders 
freedom and protectors the poor. There 
little doubt that the earliest harnasie fought against the 


tyranny rich landlords. time went on, their suc- 
cessors forgot the real sense the social struggle and be- 
came ordinary robbers. But this ballet portrays the 
life the real highlanders, their yearnings, defeats, vic- 
tories, love freedom and heroism.” 


“The Dawn 


Another ballet made conform Communist ideology 
Lithuanian composition, The Bride, written the 
late 1930’s Pakalnis, who committed suicide during 
the second Russian occupation The ballet was 
completely reworked under Party supervision young 
composer, Vainiunas, and performed for the first time 
1953 the State Opera and Ballet Theatre Vilnius. 
The local newspaper, Tiesa, reviewed January 
under its new name, Austa Ausrele, The Dawn Rising: 


The new ballet set the century, 
when peasant agitations against their oppressor-landlords 
were beginning develop. depicting the peasant 
movement that time, the author has also shown how 
the progressive ideas Russian revolutionary democrats, 
and the fight being waged Russian 
peasants, had great influence the Lithuanian peas- 
ant movement. 

“The opening the ballet shows the joy Antanas 
and Maryte, two serfs, and their friends, over the prepa- 
rations Antanas’ and Maryte’s forthcoming marriage. 
Landlord Daugela, however, interrupts the young 
peoples’ joy and orders Maryte and all the other serf 
girls come the palatial manor, for the ‘diversion’ 
his guests during feast which has been prepared for 
them. Antanas and his friends rush the palace free 
the girls. vacationing student steps warn An- 
tanas that such fighting would wrong, that Antanas 
must call all the peasants together fight against all the 
landlords. But Antanas disregards the advice 
and enters the palace force. There the noisy banquet, 
disclosing the rotting nobility all its moral degenera- 
tion, process. Because Antanas alone his fight, 
beaten and tied the ensuing fight. and 
Maryte, however, are liberated the student and the 
crowd peasants has gathered around him. They all 
set fire the manor, and the ballet ends victorious 

“The composer has correctly borne mind the fun- 
damental principle choreography: portrayal the 
class struggle Lithuanian peasants historic times. 
know, this movement developed into armed in- 
surrection, and the composer has rightfully pointed out 
the influence Russian revolutionary democrats this 
movement. The composition shows that Lithuanian 
history enriches our ballet. The wrath and hatred 
the people for shown side side with 
the moral rot the dominant classes and their exploit- 
ing 


“Revolutionary 


new Bulgarian ballet Revolutionary Song, which 
“for the first time our stage unites classic dance with 
our national rhythm,” Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) de- 


scribed 
viewed 
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viewed the ballet: 


“Revolutionary Song the fruit our new progres- 
sive attitude toward the history our people, new 
achievement Bulgarian-Soviet friendship. 

“What new element does Holfin include this ballet? 
For the first time the stage our theatres, Holfin 
creatively combines the expressive devices classic dance 
with our folk rhythm. For the first time, the characters 
become really animated, are shown striking clearness, 
and are 


The rich man’s family presented satiric 
manner. vividly and realistically characterized 
traitor and spy, timid and piteous before the 
indignation. The ballet Revolutionary Song shows that 
Bulgarian composers and choreographers have found the 
right road toward the creation realistic Bulgarian 
ballet. And also points out that our folk songs, folk 
dances, the life our people, rich with heroic deeds, 
represent inexhaustible source theme and inspira- 
tion for our composers. Revolutionary Song real 
Bulgarian folklore [because] the main character, the 
prime mover, the people. Holfin’s art moving the 
people, creating enormous dramatic scenes, the 
most characteristic trait the Sovict realistic theatre. 

“Our joy that through the ballet, Revolutionary 
Song, have received with grateful thanks the experi- 
ence great Soviet art. this way, the theatre can 
educate the people actively and vividly patriotic spirit. 
this way, the people can directly and powerfully, 
through their art, celebrate the 75th anniversary our 
liberation the great Russian people. The whole 
ballet has enormous patriotic power. Works like 
Revolutionary Song are undoubtedly great accomplish- 
ments the building our Socialist culture.” 


The Soviet Version 


the March issue. The newspaper then re- 


Cultural 


dance, the workers once more try break open the 
police line and find the American. Suddenly Shan 
Fu, owner dancing house, appears and drags Tao 
Hoa back his establishment, where she forced en- 
tertain foreigners. There the young girl overhears con- 
versation and learns that Shan and the American 
are plotting against the striking workers. Tao Hoa es- 
capes from the dancing-house and reports her findings 
the workers. her return she caught Shan 
Fu, who tortures her beyond endurance. 
thirsty American only smiles when Tao Hoa tortured, 
and urges Shan apply crueler punishments. 

“Suddenly Soviet ship appears the horizon and 
the striking workers begin cheer. The Soviets bring 
food the starving Chinese, who finally succeed 
forcing the police away, and unload the Soviet vessel. 
Tao Hoa freed from the tortures Shan and 
appears dance expressing her thanks the Rus- 
sians. this moment the captain the Soviet ship 
hands her red poppy the symbol everlasting 
friendship. 

“The American and Shan Fu, the meantime, 
have mustered their men and, aided the police, they 
attack the workers. During the struggle Tao Hoa once 
more captured and dragged back Shan danc- 
ing house. There she told that unless she presents 
cup poison the Soviet captain she will lose her own 
life. —Tao Hoa refuses, escapes, and warns the captain 
the plot against him. the 
diabolical plan, the workers attack the police and 
Shan Fu’s men. When the tide battle turning 
favor the workers, the American and Shan take 
their heels, followed the victorious workers. But 
Shan draws his pistol and aims Chen, 
the heroic leader the workers. Tao Hoa throws her- 
self before Chen and Shan kills her in- 
stead. Chen escapes unharmed. the final act, 
the workers triumph over their oppressors. 


But the overwhelming majority the new “historic” 
ballets seen Satellite stages have been written Soviet 
composers and link Russian history with Eastern Europe’s. 
For example, Glier’s Red Poppy popular ballet 
all the captive countries. Its 1951 performance Bul- 
garia Sofia’s State Ballet Group won prima ballerina 
Lyuba Kolchakova Dimitrov Prize for her portrayal 
the principal character, Tao Hoa. The ballet pure 
propaganda its attack American “imperialism,” and 
here described the words Bulgarian refugee 
who escaped 1952: 


The Fountain Bakchiseray another popular Soviet 
composition, written the late Boris Assafiev and first 
performed 1934. combines the romanticism princes 
and battles (which both Russian and Eastern Europe audi- 
ences genuinely like) with touch “Socialist realism.” 
Bakchiseray the word for aristocratic princely court 
and the fountain symbol the savage forces aris- 
tocratic princes. The Fountain Bakchiseray based 
Pushkin poem which Maria and her fiance Wac- 
law, both aristocrats, are celebrating Maria’s birthday, to- 
gether with their friends. Suddenly the savage troops 


“The play takes place Chinese port 1926. 
Chinese laborers are toiling unload heavy boxes from 
American freighter. One the boxes accidentally 
broken and the Chinese realize that they are unloading 
This discovery brings about mass riot and 
the workers refuse unload the boat. The leader the 
workers, Chen, demands strike and the workers 
enthusiastically join him. Fired his speech, the work- 
ers attempt reach the capitalist American owner 
the firearms and march toward group policemen 
who are trying prevent them from leaving their jobs. 

“At this moment Tao Hoa appears before the workers 
and performs the Dance Freedom. Spurred the 


Ghirej, Tartar prince, burst the dancers. Ghirej 
kills Waclaw, who heroically defending his Maria. The 
prince then falls love with Maria, neglects the women 
his harem, and even ignores Zarema, his beautiful fa- 
vorite. pursues Maria with his passionate love, but 
the girl faithful her dead lover and rejects Ghirej’s 
attentions with horror. One night the jealous Zarema en- 
ters Maria’s room and kills her. 

Assafiev’s version, Waclaw, who was originally 
young nobleman, becomes peasant. Folk dances are infil- 
trated throughout the performance attempt give 
proletarian flavor. 


° 
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Young Revolutionaries 
Rahva Haal (Tallinn), March 30, 1952, published 


synopsis new Soviet ballet entitled Youth: 


“The ballet based Ostrovsky’s famous work, 
How Steel was Tempered, and realistically portrays the 
fight establish Soviet rule during the Russian civil 
war period, 1918-1919. The characters the ballet are 
brave young people who learn from the lesson harsh 
life and develop into real heroes capable participating 
the establishment Soviet rule. 

“The central figure Petja, working-class parentage 
who, having lost his father battle, was compelled 
work restaurant. Petja makes friends with 
older revolutionary, Semyon, and the close the 
ballet has learned from him how hero. Petja 
instigates rebellion which ends victory for the 

“An interesting and original character seen the 
high-school student Lena, who, through Petja’s influence, 
rejected her bourgeois upbringing and became ally 
the revolutionary working class. pity, however, 
that her break with the bourgeoisie was for personal rea- 
sons only. The contract between Lena and the bour- 
geois class from which she emerged should have been em- 
phasized more sharply. 

“One the best characters the ballet Dasa, the 
brave girl who participates all the war-games the 
boys. Ingeborg Poder-Laks [prima ballerina Estonia 
Theatre] performed this part with extraordinary and 
exceptional professional ripeness. Only the ballet’s 
last scene was weak. The power and might the people 
should have been brought forward this point. 


Load the Past 


Soviet ballet written correctly, but “poorly portrayed” 
Lithuanian ballet company. the words Tiesa (Vil- 
nius) for March 31, 1952, Svetlana was “topical, fighting 
ballet, honoring the great Russian nation’s classical mu- 
sic, but did the theatre its utmost see that this ballet 
was really artistically and politically superlative? can- 
not answer the affirmative.” The newspaper continued: 


“The theatre’s director was correct introducing this 
ballet into its repertoire but did not give his 


critical attention. The libretto has fundamental de- 
ficiencies. Socialist realism demands that typical char- 
acters portrayed typical surroundings and terms 
revolutionary evolution. But this was not done. Let 
consider the principal heroine, Svetlana. She 
without profession, living the life Robinson Crusoe 
with her father. Already adult, she has not even 
read book. There doubt that such heroine 
not typical Soviet society. 


“Similarly, the ballet does not correctly portray the 
great constructions which have been executed the 
Soviet people. the second act, see the use 
some our advanced industrial techniques, but also 
see primitive, outdated, ancient methods. example 
the second act scene where the lumbermen roll beams 
with crude handspikes. There point further ex- 
plaining why this does not correspond the reality 
Soviet life. the performance one can feel the ‘load 
the past,’ the pas deux Svetlana and Ilik. 
Their gestures are executed such manner that they 
are better suited the princess Sleeping Beauty 
the prince Swan Lake, than Soviet construction 
workers. clear that such interpretation injures 
the ideological and political aspect the worker: the 
point the ballet not clear and thus not understood 
the spectator. This why does not see our young 
and burning Soviet 


Because the Satellite governments have operated 


Stalin’s dictum (in “Deviations the National 
1930) that, “national and state differences among people 
and countries 


established,” they have not attempted outright 
native cultures. Instead, under the devious banner 
“nationalist form and Socialist content,” they hav 
gone attempt subvert the traditional forms 
Eastern and Central European art. Nor have they 
exception dance—folk, ballroom ballet—wher 


they have taken the spontaneous joyous national 
and frozen them into Satellite arabesque, both 


and awkward, but facing toward Moscow where 


“master choreographers” the Kremlin not only orde 


the tune played, but set the steps danced 


will continue exist for very 
time, even after the dictatorship the proletariat has 


News Briefs 


News Briefs 


March Romanian government news 
agency, reported have issued the following instructions 
all Romanian newspapers coverage Stalin’s funeral. 

These instructions appear have been strictly followed 
the press: 


“The speeches Malenkov, Beria, and Molotoy will 
published full. Where limitations space prevent 
this, only speech will published and 
announcement will printed that the other two 
speeches will appear subsequent issues. Newspapers 
may run six pages. 

“An account must given the memorial cere- 
monies Bucharest. The speech Chivu Stoica [Vice 
President Romanian Council Ministers] will 
published full. report the meeting held your 
locality will published. Speeches local meetings 
will reprinted abridged form. The telegram sent 
Moscow the working people who attended the 
meeting your town will published. The text 
the telegram must approved the regional Party 
Committee. Telegrams sent the Party Committee 
will also quoted. telegrams were sent, the tele- 
gram sent from the Bucharest meeting will published 
instead. 

“The front page the paper will appear without 
black borders, but space should left for them case 
this instruction amended.” [Italics the text.] 


Correspondents report that neither press nor radio 
Poland carried any mention Franciszek Jarecki’s flight 
Bornholm (Denmark) the subsequent diplomatic ne- 
gotiations for the return the MIG-15 Poland. The 
only sources the average Polish citizen’s knowledge the 
flight were the broadcasts BBC, VOA and Radio 
Free Europe. Not one word was officially printed spoken 
the fate Jarecki and his plane. 

All units the Polish Air Force stationed along the Bal- 
tic coast were alerted March the day Jarecki fled. 
Leaves were cancelled, planes were ordered armed with 
ammunition, all Air Force personnel this region were re- 
stricted their assigned areas, and Air Force planes 
were permitted take off. Ordinary civil air transport 
was not affected; neither were Polish Air Force units sta- 
tioned further inland. The alert was lifted March 

Members the State Security Police are known have 
spread rumors that Jarecki and his plane have both been 
returned Poland from Denmark. 


Frankfurt Fair Trade 
Only Hungary and East Germany the Soviet bloc 
countries had exhibits Germany’s Frankfurt Spring Fair, 
February 22-27, which trade contracts for estimated 
300 million (Deutsche Marks) worth business were 
negotiated. 
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Romania, Bulgaria and Poland have not exhibited 
the Frankfurt Fairs since the war. Czechoslovakia last ex- 
hibited 1951. East Germany, which had been repre- 
sented average firms 1951, had only four 
exhibits the spring 1952, none the autumn 1952, 
and only one this Fair. 

Until 1950, Hungary had its own pavilion but when 
Fair officials learned that most its exhibits were chiefly 
deliveries most the wares could 
not made—they clamped down. Hungary gave its 
pavilion and switched individual exhibits. 

this Fair, Hungary had five different exhibits repre- 
senting ten firms. Products offered included wines and 
liqueurs; hides, leathers and furs; machines; porcelain, 
silver, jewelry; textiles; agricultural products; electrical 
equipment; drugs; and chemical products and mineral oils. 

Business was good for the Hungarians, according the 
information they released. Most them filled their rather 
limited quotas before the Fair closed. 


Bulgaria Hits Fancy Figuring 


Radio Belgrade, March 25, reported that the Bulgarian 
National Assembly Presidium had issued decree March 
providing for fines from 200 500 leva ($30-$75) for 
persons furnishing the State with false statistics. Accord- 
ing Radio Belgrade, this measure was taken because 
“economists and plant managers are falsely reporting that 
production plans are fulfilled, for fear being criticized, 
dismissed punished.” 

The text the degree appeared Izvestia (Sofia), 
March 13: 


..“Article Persons who refuse give statistical data 
deliberately falsify figures are fined 500 leva, 
not liable penalty under other laws. 

“Article Persons who due negligence, ignorance 
the written instructions give 
incorrect statistics are fined 200 leva. 

“Article State employees who collect order the 
collection statistics way unauthorized the 
Council Ministers the Central Administration for 
Statistics are fined 500 leva. Compilation sta- 
tistical material connection with the indexes the 
Plan permitted. 

“Article For more serious crimes the Penal Code 
will invoked.” 


Drilling for Coffee Spoons 


Drilling holes coffee spoons the latest step taken 
halt the petty thefts which are the rise consumer 
goods become increasing scarce Czechoslovakia. Thefts 
spoons the cafeteria the Main (formerly Wilson) 
Railway Station Prague, reached such proportions that 
the management was forced devalue its coffee spoons 
drilling one-inch diameter holes them. The spoons can 
used only stir, not taste, the coffee. the famous 
Karlovy Vary spa, now workers’ resort, soup spoons were 
similarly treated. 


Misplaced Engineer 


Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), March criticized 
State labor offices for placing skilled specialists “ridicu. ende 
lous” jobs. Citing the case young engineer who was Mar 
paper hypothesized follows: 

“It possible that the whole story began this way: 
“The person who decided the fate young 
electrical engineer, Pawel Moroz, probably happened 

chance look newspaper which carried the head- 

line ‘State farms Slupsk district are engaged high Tisze 

tension struggle finish the harvest.’ from 

“*Tension,’ that person murmured, searching his Blac 
memory for the meaning the word. ‘Ah, yes, re- diffic 
member high tension’; and looked into the per- Briti 

sonnel file our young engineer. ‘Good. Here have 

specialist high tension. has even got Bier 

“And that how Pawel Moroz was sent Slupsk. 
“In the district office, Moroz was given key his 
desk, well his first assignment—to inspect several 
stables. load 
“Engineer Moroz did not know the difference between they 

cow and bull. The only thing knew about calves had 

that they are somehow born. But man studies and coul 

learns throughout his whole life. Moroz had mastered 

ohms and volts, sines and cosines, and now, all for 

sudden, was faced with cows. had definitely not Bud 

night reading long articles agriculture and animal 
husbandry. His textbooks electronics were soon buried 
dust. 

“His work was not limited the inspection stables. 

December, was given the task checking the has 

machinery inventory. Now tours the district super- 

vise the threshing and ensure the deliveries grain. 

“It difficult predict what will next. may Sat 
told organize chicken farm take charge con 
checking the quality the corn. might happen— 
this, course, least probable—that will given 
something his own line. 

“And then, who knows, perhaps will again have 
refer textbooks, this time the ones elec- 

tronics. then will have forgotten everything that 

had learned. 

“All this possible Pawel Moroz not given work 
which should do—electrical engineering, for which scri 
has been training for the last few years—work which the 


would have nothing with counting tractors and 
peering into the mouths bulls. His present occupa- 
tion has about much common with engineering 
the bureau which placed him has common with the 
interests the State.” 


Memorial for Border Guards 


the beginning April, plaque honor Bulgarian 
border guards who fell “performing their duty protecting 
our borders” was laid near Medek village, Svilengrad, 
the Turkish border. Peasants and soldiers who attended 
the ceremony made pledge “protect the inviolability 
our homeland and let enemy disturb our peaceful 
construction efforts,” according Radio Sofia, April 


October 


Fulfilling the 1954 Plan 1952 


started maternity leave June 1952, which 
entitled dowry benefits under na- 
(From letter the editor Prace 
1953.) 


March, 1954. 
tional insurance?” 


[Prague], April 15, 


Radio Sets Sail 


reported from Istanbul that the Hungarian ship 
Tisza, which recently put Istanbul three weeks late 
from Bierut and proceeded straight the Romanian 
Black Sea port Constanta, was delayed because 
difficulty the undercover purchase and loading four 
British-made Marconi short-wave transmitters. 

These transmitters were bought false pretenses the 
Bierut agent the Hungarian-Soviet Shipping Lines 
hart) from the local agent the British factory. When 
British authorities learned that the transmitters had been 
loaded the Tisza, bound for Budapest via Constanta, 
they blocked the sale fifth transmitter. The Hungarians 
had intended buy five, but after waiting long 
could, the Tisza had sail with the four. 

The original five transmitters were evidently intended 
for installation the four Hungarian seagoing ships Tisza, 
Budapest, Szeged and Debrecen, and the central opera- 
tional headquarters Budapest. Since only four sets were 
obtained, probable that the Debrecen will not 
equipped with transmitter. 

earlier report disclosed that the Meszhart Company 
has installed radio sets its river vessels enable them 
constant contact with the central office. Therefore 
believed that their seagoing vessels are now being pro- 
vided with sets. The aim this measure would make 
Satellite shipping more mobile and bring under greater 
control from central headquarters. also possible that 
these transmitters, more powerful than the average ship- 
board transmitters, are slated for use some clandestine 
activity such propaganda broadcasting units. 


Poles Overcome Stalin's Death 


Writing from Swidnica Poland, factory worker de- 
scribed his personal reaction, and that his friends, 
the death Stalin: 


liquor prohibition was enforced the authorities 
here the third day after the announcement Stalin’s 
illness, the time when the illness was becoming criti- 
cal. the majority places you could only get weak 
beer and only you looked you really needed it. 
But most people had something stored away for such 
occasion, and for one, thought fitting and respectful 
drink the health the Great Thinker and wish 
him long life and recovery. But was too late and our 
fervent toasts were avail, instead solemnized 
his all-too-early call Valhalla. was done with great 
decorum, befits such occasion, least among our 
people. Unfortunately there were many Poles whose 
grief was great that they lost consciousness.” 


News Briefs 


Steel Mill: Import for Export Only 


Before the Communist seizure power, the Czecho- 
slovak government ordered from the steel roll- 
ing mill for which paid, advance, the price mil- 
lion dollars. After the coup 1948, the government 
declined deliver this highly strategic industrial ma- 
chinery the Sovietized country. 1951, after the arrest 
correspondent William Oatis, the Prague govern- 
ment renewed its attempts obtain the steel rolling mill, 
charging “breach contract” and indicating that the 
handling the Oatis case might contingent de- 
livery the mill. 

These overtures failed and finally the Prague govern- 
ment announced that home industry would undertake 
manufacture the mill, since was urgently needed the 
Czechoslovak industrial expansion program. further 
mention the mill was made for some time. 

February 18, 1953, Rude Pravo (Prague) reported 
that the Skoda Works Pilsen had completed the first 
part giant steel rolling mill—and delivered the 
Doehlen Mill East Germany. This piece ma- 
chinery was huge that had transported 130 
railroad cars. producing the steel rolling mill, remark- 
able speed was applied. Although the usual speed-ups 
through Stakhanovite competition seldom exceed two 
three months subtracted from planned production time, 
this case the production time was first cut six months, 
and later reduced almost one year. 

Observers here believe likely that the steel rolling 
mill ordered from the was pledged the Czecho- 
slovak government East Germany and was due there 
long ago. This good example inter-Satellite rela- 
tions the present time. East Germany economic 
torso with vital industrial limbs cut off some 300 miles 
this side the Iron Curtain. Therefore Czechoslovak 
workers must help their East German comrades compen- 
sate for the Ruhr. this case, the Communist regime 
tried first exploit the once-good diplomatic relations and 
wartime alliance between Czechoslovakia and the US, 
and when that failed, put the facilities the huge Skoda 
Works work for East German industry. This economic 
manipulation the captive countries is, course, master- 
planned and directed from Moscow. 


Kernel Truth 


old man, farmer agricultural cooperative 
one the Iron Curtain countries, had attend lecture 
“dialectical materialism.” 

The speaker, who had been sent the farm educate 
the workers, likened Karl Marx farmer. Marx, said, 
took the grain Hegel’s philosophy and threw the husks 
away. 

The old farmer listened with worried expression his 
face, but did not say anything. When returned home, 
however, told his wife what had learned. “They 
caught some fellow named Marx stealing grain,” re- 
ported her. “Looks like get least fifteen years 
forced labor.” 
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Three Strikes And Out 


Under nationalized medicine Communist Poland, all 
dentists and doctors are government employees, subject 
State regulations. According Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), 
April new regulation has been issued certain dental 
offices. 

The regulation imposed this way: if, after three 
visits the dentist, there still work done, the 
patient inquires when should return. The dentist replies 
that tooth not repaired three visits, further 
appointments are allowed. the patient must have 
‘the offending tooth extracted then and there, “simply 


runs away.... 


Nuns Become Textile Workers 


recently escaped refugee reported that Catholic 
nuns from the Slovak convent Nitra were sent Decem- 
ber, 1952, Nejdek near the Czechoslovak-German bor- 
der, the convent having been converted into military bar- 
racks. The nuns were put work the local wool- 
processing factory and billeted the former quarters for 
textile apprentices. 

The nuns are regarded the factory excellent workers, 
but they were unable escape brush with the factory 
committee, which ruled that the nuns could not appear 
public their black robes. The nuns were well treated 
the local inhabitants, who even built small altar for 
them their home. 


Warmer Climate 


Applications filed the Israeli legations and consulates 
the Iron Curtain countries show that several hundred 
thousand Jews East Europe would like emigrate 
Israel. 

These figures show that 100,000 Romania’s 190,000 
Jews want Israel. The corresponding figures 
Czechoslovakia are 12,000 out 17,500; Bulgaria, 2,000 
out 6,000; Hungary, 55,000 out 85,000 and 
Poland 10,000 out 35,000. Two hundred Albanian Jews 
also want emigrate. 

The Tel-Aviv newspaper Haaretz, which quoted these 
figures, pointed out that meetings between representatives 
the “People’s Democracies” and Israeli diplomats have 
lately taken place friendlier manner. Attention was 
drawn the congeniality noticed the reception held 
the Hungarian legation Tel-Aviv Hungarian Inde- 
pendence Day (April 4). 


Turnabout 


For about year and half, Budapest taxi drivers have 
been under instruction gather information passengers 
suspected anti-regime sentiments, encourage them 
express their views, take down addresses visited these 
passengers, and submit this data the management 
the nationalized taxi enterprise. Taxi drivers informed 
their passengers seldom, however, that the manage- 
ment has now begun plant agents passengers spy 
the drivers. Those found “unreliable” are dis- 
missed. 


Living Reproach 

All new apartment houses Poland are the property 
the State and are administered government housing 
offices. The housing shortage acute that many apart- 
ments are occupied before the utilities are installed; this 
point the housing office appears lose all interest the 
apartment house, according Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), 
March 31. The newspaper described episode which be- 
gan simply enough with guest’s visit tenant one 
the new apartments: 


“The guest looked over the new apartment; then 
sat down and asked for cup tea, his favorite drink, 
said. The tenant burst into laughter. ran out 
the room into the corridor, choking with this strange 
mirth. Many faces appeared from behind the doors 
other apartments. 

guest wants some hot tea,’ the laughing man 
explained his fellows. The whole corridor rocked with 
laughter and suddenly the lights went out. 

“In the darkness one could see the wandering silhou- 
ettes people vainly trying repair the lighting sys- 
tem, holding candles their hands. What the point 
all this? The gas installations the kitchen are there 
—but there gas. The light there—but con- 
stantly goes out. Radiators are also there—but there 
heat. There whole list installations which are 
always out order. 

“The manager the housing office restlessly moved 
his bed and opened his eyes wide, but everything was 
quiet and peaceful. must have dreamt it,’ muttered, 
and turned over and fell asleep. has been sleeping 
like this for about three months, although the scene de- 
scribed above not just dream. Perhaps this article 
will wake him now? Perhaps.” 


Big Wheels 


comparing living standards the United States with 
those Soviet Estonia, appears that more difficult 
for the average worker buy bicycle Estonia than 
car the U.S. Consequently, bicycles have become 
symbol success and affluence; they are given rewards 
shock-workers, and radio and press lay great publicity 
value the fact that worker has bought bicycle. 

Radio Tallinn, April broadcast the following statement 
worker, Kolmar Lang: 


“The Party and government take perpetual care 
the welfare our working people. This was proved 
again the new government price reduction. re- 
sult, was able buy bicycle today. grateful 
the Party and government and pledge work now 
even more vigorously.” 


According the new cost schedule, the price bicycles 
was reduced ten percent. Radio Tallinn announced that the 
bicycle bought Comrade Lang was 100 rubles cheaper 
than before; therefore the former price was 1000 rubles 
and the present price 900 rubles. This amounts two 
months’ total salary for the average worker. can thus 
seen why this worker’s purchase bicycle was news- 
worthy. 
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Obsolete Ode 


Communist poets must hustle make their sentiments 
pace with current events. Because the constantly 
Party line, poems can aspire most timeliness, 
hardly immortality. The poem below, published 
(Vilnius), February 27, and dedicated Lithuanian 
poet Vladas Grybas Lidiya Timashuk, the 
Soviet physician decorated with the Order Lenin for 
the doctor plotters”, was archaic content, 
form, little more than month later, when Dr. Tima- 
was stripped her decoration result the re- 
traction charges against the Soviet doctors. 


“Yesterday, 
Few people knew her name, 
The name diligent simple woman. 
And the killers, 
triply damned, 
hired 
Rockefellers, 
Morgans— 
hissing hive Zionists, 
expected conceal themselves for life 
under their white coats, 
and cheat the people well her. 
How much patience, how many 
sleepless nights— 
until the doubts cleared up! 
The Party implanted vigilance her, 
and into millions Comrades 
such she. 
Now the masks variously disguised enemies 
are falling and shall fall— 
the hope and consolation the prophets war. 
And remember that, 
until they meet their end, 
Our enemies will dare hit again and again. 
Even harsher 
and more deceitful they become, 
when they receive wounds one after the other. 
And the Soviet man does not forget that. 
And all together, 
like Timashuk, 
they will gather into vigilant guard! 
These lines, 
wish send her, 
wish let the word thanks 
Fly Moscow! 
Even more— 
wish concentrate terrible wrath 
against our enemies, 
this modest Russian woman did.” 


Timeless Czechoslovakia 


During the war Red Army soldiers became noted for 
the watches the people the countries 
Which they occupied. current joke Czechoslovakia 
that despite all official Russo-Czechoslovak affection, 
this recollection still vivid: 


News Briefs 


“In front national enterprise there long line 
people. passerby stops ask what all the excitement 
about. shipment watches has arrived from the Soviet 
Union,’ the answer. ‘In that case will join the line,’ 
says the passerby, ‘maybe watch will among them.’ 


Communists Turn Off the Heat 


government order, heat Hungarian apartment 
houses and offices was shut off April apartment 
houses, hot water will available once week. 

Between April and April 15, buildings were permitted 
turn their heat the weather bureau predicted tem- 
peratures below degrees Fahrenheit for the following 
day. Hospitals, nurseries, schools, universities, the State 
Ballet School and Opera House, and the Municipal Thea- 
ter were allowed heat during the same period the tem- 
perature dropped below degrees. 


Post for Ghost 


Whether not exorcise the ghost Hamlet became 
perplexing, and ultimately insoluble, problem the 
Communist Party watchdogs the nationalized Romanian 
theater. According refugee report, the National Thea- 
ter Bucharest recently undertook put Hamlet. 
All the actors were invited attend private screening 
Laurence Olivier’s motion picture version the Shake- 
speare classic (which was not shown publicly 

After the showing, general discussion was held 
which the problem the ghost was raised. Some argued 
that since ghosts not exist, violation So- 
cialist realism depict them the stage. Others insisted 
that without the ghost, the story does not exist. was 
finally determined follow Moscow’s lead—and allow 
the ghost shown the stage. But Party agitators 
who were present objected and pointed out that there 
great difference between the Moscow audiences and 
those Bucharest. The Russians, they claimed, are better 
educated and can understand that the ghost merely 
fantasy, literary device. But the Romanians are much 
behind the Russians, and still have educated this 
degree enlightenment. the end, was decided not 
produce Hamlet all. 

Romeo and Juliet was presented Budapest, the report 
continued, but with new “Socialist” emphasis. The older 
generation nobles were shown capitalists, exploiters 
and reactionaries; the young people, including Romeo, 
the new “progressive” elements the Middle Ages. 

Moliere, Gorki and Chekhov are included the reper- 
tory the Romanian theater, but are subject political 
editing. Racine and Corneille are excluded because they 
are “too pessimistic”: audiences Communist Romania 
are supposed leave the theater with feeling op- 
timism and determination, ready tackle the class enemy 
and exceed the production norms. Among the playwrights 
banned “too conservative” are Sophocles, Aristophanes, 
Euripides, Aeschylus, Ibsen, Goethe, Cocteau and Sartre. 
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Gold and Silver Value 


Details current prices and methods selling jewelry 
Czechoslovakia are contained report former 
goldsmith who escaped from his native country Sep- 
tember 1952. According this report, gold jewelry can 
purchased only old gold traded for it. per- 
cent more gold must surrendered than purchased be- 
cause percent loss during melting reckoned. For 
each gram 14K gold, koruny [60 cents] deducted 
from the price the new jewelry. The price includes 
luxury tax koruny ($1) per gram, which not shown 
separately the price tag. 

The black market price gold reached peak 1948 
and 1949, when rose high 600 koruny ($12) per 
gram. This price dropped 500 koruny ($10) and then, 
the summer 1952, still further 350 koruny ($7) 
because the small demand. 

Silver jewelry weighing under 100 grams may bought 
without turning old silver. For silver articles exceeding 
100 grams, old silver percent greater weight must 
surrendered. The luxury tax silver jewelry has been 
reduced from koruny [80 cents] koruny [40 cents] 
per gram, probably because the authorities are longer 
concerned with the possibility that people might try 
invest their savings silver. Silver seldom sold the 
black market. The black market price present be- 
lieved about 20-30 koruny [40-60 cents] per gram. 

recent report from Prague discloses that the State stores 
which sell goods for foreign currency are now besieged 
with people bringing not only the usual credit notes for 
payments made relatives abroad, but also gold coins, 
gold rings, souvenirs gold and silver, and even broken 
gold chalices the hope being able purchase food 
not available the regular domestic market. 


Broken Record 


Communist techniques for getting workers meet their 
quotas range from ruthless force more ingenious forms 
pressure. Esti Budapest, March 31, described method 
tried out the Budapest telephone factory: 


“Recently, the No. shop the telephone factory, 
the lovely tune ‘Glorious Moscow, Stronghold 
Peace’ sounded the loudspeaker over the hum the 
machines. All the workers listened eagerly and one 
them remarked that must request. the middle 
the song the music stopped and voice announced 
that the record, which was being played the request 
worker Anna Meskal, would not finished because 
Anna Meskal had produced only percent her 
quota. 

“The workers laughed and Comrade Meskal was 
deeply ashamed. But not for very long. three days 
Anna Meskal not only completed her quota but over- 
fulfilled percent. Monday they again played 
the record for Anna Meskal and this time the record 
was played the end.” 


Only Faintly Pink 


The Hungarian Communist regime pursuing 
sive campaign root out all traces Western 
even the smallest aspects daily life. That 
display window could “look exactly like display 
New York” was enough raise storm protest 
newspaper Esti Budapest, January 14: 


“The shop window does not attract the attention 
the public even though many fabrics are shown. The 
window has nothing say, rather, would better 
had nothing say, looks exactly like dis- 
play window New York. The muddle fabrics, de- 
liberately selected faint tints blue and pink, show 
cosmopolitan spirit. The attempt introduce ‘con- 
temporary’ note putting placard with the slogan 
‘Produce More Coal’ not much inspiration. 
While many retail shops are conscientiously fighting 
against the cosmopolitan spirit, this place hotbed 
cosmopolitanism.” 


| 
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Shave and Haircut: Two Miles 


Svet Prace (Prague), April described vendetta 
Czechoslovak mining community between Party 
tionary and the local barber. consequence, wrote 
paper, “the faces the miners Drinov are hidden 
hind straggling 


“When Gebhard, the secretary the Local National 
Committee, ruled the mining community Drinov, 
quarrelled with the local barber Prusa, who finally was 
driven away Chomutov where became leading 
member the cooperative. Bitterly, vowed 
that long could, would prevent any barber 
from working Drinov. Two years have gone and 
the faces the miners Drinov are hidden behind 
straggling beards, the nearest barber over two miles 
away. Almost 4,000 citizens are forced make pilgrim- 
ages barbershops Ervenice Chomutov. They 
fervently hope that some higher authority will take pity 
them and allow barber settle Drinov.” 


Soviet Europe Under Glass 
Vecherni Novini (Sofia), March quoted dispatch 


from Moscow announcing the arrival material 
lected the Bulgarian Academy Science for the 


wing the Geographic Institute Moscow University. 
This wing will given over new department for 
research the European countries the Soviet bloc. 
According the dispatch, the collection sent from Sofia 
“permits detailed study the geography and 
the People’s Republic Bulgaria”: 


“The material includes scientific studies, geographical 
periodicals, set statistical journals, 500 large photo- 
graphs depicting the topography and the architecture 
the country, set colorful pictures with typical land- 
scapes Bulgaria, collection mineral samples, re- 
lief map the country. All these will exhibited 
the new department the People’s Democracies 
Europe which will opened Moscow University’s 
new building.” 
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Communist Youth Rally 


The International Committee Preparation for the 
World Festival Youth and Students, scheduled 
for August 2-16, 1953, Bucharest, met April the 
Romanian capital. The Committee published an- 
nouncement all Romanian newspapers calling upon all 
“peace-loving youth the world” attend the Festival, 
hailing “happy opportunity for every nation dis- 


play achievements culture, art, sports, etc., the final goal 
being the defense peace.” 


The Committee composed delegates from the USSR 
and all Soviet bloc countries (including China), well 
representatives Communist-front youth organizations 
Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Cuba, Finland, 


Africa, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Great Britain, 
France, Lebanon, Norway, South America, Sweden, and 


the US. 
the end series speeches, was announced that 


the program the Bucharest Festival will include rallies, 
exhibitions, films, plays, broadcasts, sports events and pa- 
rades. 
the world’s younger generation defend the first ideal 
mankind: peace.” fund has been established ensure 
that “young people colonial dependent coun- 


All activity will celebrate “the common desire 


tries” will financially able travel Romania. The 
People’s Council Bucharest has launched appeal 


the city residents help build the facilities necessary for 


the Festival. 


Pressure Point 


used custom for young people Czechoslovak 
provincial towns gather the market squares during 
the evening. One evening the town Chomutov man 
appeared their midst with microphone. The “man 
with the mike” addressed the young people and urged them 
sign for voluntary brigades such snow shoveling, 
unloading coal, and harvesting. This man was assisted 
another who presented the recruits with contract 
which had signed the spot. After the agitators 
had appeared several times, the teenagers abandoned their 
meeting place and the market squares are now deserted 
the evening. 


Dawn Breaks 


Even they have beds, students Hungary, would 
seem, least have time which sleep. Not all Hun- 
garians are indulged, however. Radio Budapest, April 
quoted report from Rakosi University, which recently 
opened Miskolc: 


“When the female students arrived, they were upset 
because they did not have any beds washing facilities 
the first few days. Then, one night while they were ly- 
ing restlessly the floor, they noticed faint reddish 
glow through the window. They got and followed 
the light which led them factories full operation. 
Then they realized that even during the night, while 
they were complaining about having sleep the 


News Briefs 


floor, other people were hard work. The girls were 
put shame and made more protests.” 


Political Delinquents 


Only percent the boys the home for juvenile de- 
linquents Budapest are delinquent the criminal sense; 
the rest are political cases, according former professor 
the institute. 

“Political cases” include boys intercepted while attempt- 
ing cross the border illegaliy, youngsters caught defacing 
propaganda posters, and large number children who 
are dependents the State because their parents are 
prisons concentration camps. These children generally 
know little about the fate their parents. All particulars 
about the present situation the parents, well infor- 
mation about the family background the young inmates, 
are kept the files the institution, but are not divulged 
the boys. 

The home, formerly known the Aszod Institute but 
re-named Allami Intezet the Communists, 
administered partly the Office for Labor Reserve and 
partly the Ministry Justice. The routine rigid. 
The children rise five a.m. and retire p.m. They 
wear uniforms and are assigned various jobs work- 
shops the institution farm. Even the youngest in- 
mates, who are about ten years old, spend more time 
work than the classroom. These little boys are given 
very primitive work; for example, levelling the mud along 
the road from Budapest Miskolc. this instance, they 
were given tools perform the task and simply 
the mud for hours with their bare feet. 


Science Overworked? 


Exhaustion from overwork appears major health 
hazard and Aufbau und Frieden 
(Prague), German-language trade union weekly, sug- 
gested scientific measure for getting victims back the 
job: 

cases exhaustion due overwork have been 
called our attention. this connection would 
like point out that such conditions are being treated 
the Soviet Union with sleep therapy, new technique 
which the patient put sleep for few days 
even weeks, and awakes refreshed and ready work 
again.” 


Not for Publication 


New telephone directories, which have not been issued 
Budapest for three years, will not forthcoming this 
year, according the latest available information. 

The official explanation shortage paper. But 
probable that every year fewer individuals get home tele- 
phones, and that most the new subscribers prefer not 
publish their numbers. Those people who are touch with 
offices for business reasons have the telephone numbers; the 
rest the people presumably not need them. 


the 

for 
ofia 
)- 


Experts Numbers 


Jokes satirizing the much-vaunted Soviet “aid” Hun- 
gary have recently become popular there. One them 
quoted below: 


master elementary school asked his pupils, 
you can introduce politics into arithmeti- 
cal problem?’ 

“One the children got his feet and said, 
and two are four, teacher.’ 

course that’s right, but there are politics 
that problem,’ replied the teacher. 

and two are six,’ volunteered another. 

“*That not right and, besides, there are politics 
it,’ said the teacher. 

“Finally little Maurice raised his hand. 

said the teacher, ‘let’s see what Maurice has 

“*Two and two make three, and with the help the 
great Soviet Union they make four.’ 

good, Maurice,’ the teacher said.” 


Gottwald Monument 


Farmers Jezerci, Czechoslovakia, will erect memorial 
the late President Gottwald—a new barn for calves, 
“fully utilizing Soviet methods the construction,” ac- 
cording Svobodne Slovo (Prague), March 21: 


“Our best economist dead, but just the 
son always obeys his more experienced father 
lows his advice even after his death, the farmers 
Jezerci are working hard that there will plenty for 
everybody. They have decided honor him further 
finishing the spring planting May and the same 
date building new barn for calves, fully utilizing 
Soviet methods the construction.” 


Half Egg 


March 31, Esti Budapest reported that “from March 
March 28, Hungarian farmers delivered Budapest 
more than million eggs, whereas last during the 
whole month February only 745,000 eggs were brought 

the Budapest market. During the last two weeks 36,062 
kilograms [75,000 dairy goods were marketed 
Budapest.” 

Since the population Budapest more than million 
and half, appears that two-week period each per- 
son receives about half egg and less than one ounce 
milk, butter, and cheese. 


Gone But Not Forgotten 


recent Czechoslovak refugee’s report tells increased 
police patrols guarding the Lany Cemetery since March 
this year. 135 policemen have received strict instructions 
prevent people from adorning the grave Thomas Car- 
rigue Masaryk the March occasion his 103rd birth- 
day. that day the cemetery was closed the public 
and for the first time since his death, flowers were 
placed Masaryk’s grave. 


Change 


Czechoslovak citizens who find themselves penniless 
trace their misfortune the wallets bought State 
according the satirical weekly Dikobraz (Prague), 


which quoted the following news story: 

“Comrade bought wallet the State store, only 

discover that had holes the corners. When she 


took back exchange it, the told her that 
all the wallets were the same and that purchasers would 
simply have mend them.” 


Sdrudenfch Zivnosti — komunélni podnik (Ostrava I, Dnes 
Sidova 4). Kdy2 zjistila, 2e je penézenka v dolejfich mozn nes — 
rozich déravd, ji vyménit, ale prodavatka ji ukdézala rak?“‘ to se nedanic 
nékolik jinfch penéZenck, tak¢ déravych, a tvrdila, 2e 


beggar? How that possible these times?” coffe 
“There only one explanation. must have bought wallet Polis 
From Dikobraz (Prague), 
Chinese and Greeks Man Polish Ships 

Recent information indicates that the crews Polish 

ships are being increasingly recruited from among Chines 
and Greek seamen. This could attributed two 
tions: the frequent desertion Polish sailors foreign 
ports, and the Polish Merchant Marine’s voyages the 
Southern Seas and the Far East, which require crew 
customed that climate. According the report 
refugee sailor, Polish ship with total crew 
ployed Chinese (with their own 
Greek sailors. 
Recipes Standardized 


Restaurants Czechoslovakia have now 
State recipes which must henceforth scrupulously fol- 
lowed. These recipes specify the quantity and quality 
the different ingredients each 500 dishes. The Com- 
munist regime claims that through this system “it will not 
possible for one person have more gravy than another 
his potatoes, and that one orders soup and pays for 
soup one will sure getting soup and not just plate 
hot water.” 
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Albania Still Hangs Children 


Although amnesties have been announced the Soviet 


and Romania and hinted Hungary, nothing 
been done Albania modify the law which provides 


persons young twelve years may executed for 
“crimes against the State,” including damage State 
and economic sabotage. the contrary, bill 
containing directives for the implementation this law 
was passed during the fourth session the Albanian Peo- 
ple’s Assembly which met March 29-30, 1953. 

September 1952, the age general legal responsi- 
bility (except for anti-State was lowered four- 
years. Individuals who plan crime against the State 
held responsible and subject capital punishment even 
the actual execution the “anti-State plan” never 
out. Harsh penalties are provided for persons who 
offer shelter so-called “enemies the State.” 


Behind the Curtain 


Polish authorities have set the legal rate monetary 
for foreigners such high level that Scandi- 
businessmen refer their visits Warsaw 
behind the zloty curtain.” 

March 1953, the rate exchange was one Polish 
zloty 1.3 kroner Swedish currency, 25.4 cents. 
One the reasons for the artificial rate exchange seems 
keep out limit the stay foreigners Poland, 
since expenses for them are prohibitively high. 

Swedish businessman reported that one evening 
and two friends went cafe and had three cups 
coffee. The bill for this, without tips, amounted 
Polish zloty; translated into Western currencies, this ap- 
proximates Swedish kroner $13.20. The businessman 
also reported that the price having pair shoes shined 
one Warsaw’s better hotels came zloty ($1.55). 


Cardinal's Persecutors Overtaken 

History has its own court justice, and few instances 
where has delivered its verdict quickly and un- 


mistakably the case the persecutors Cardinal 
Mindszenty. All have been swept away the Hungarian 
purges the last few years. 

The three Ministers the Interior who served the Hun- 
garian Communist regime before, during, and after the 
Cardinal’s trial, are dead. Laszlo Rajk and Janos Kadar 
were hanged; the third, Sandor Zoeld, committed suicide. 
Istvan Riesz, then Minister Justice, was sentenced 
1950 charges “espionage the service the cap- 
powers” and found strangled his cell 1951. 
Ferenz Donath, Chief the Chancellery Prime Minister 
Rakosi, who organized the “popular protests” against the 
Cardinal, forced laborer work gang the Dan- 
ube-Black Sea Canal. The same fate was met Imre 
the Cardinal’s jailer. 

Paul Figura was the only one secret police agents 
who worked the arrest Mindszenty escape the 


News Briefs 


counttry. Colonel Gyula Osko, the police officer charge 
the arrest, was shot trying escape across the Austrian 
frontier. Police General Gabor Peter has been removed 
from his post. 


Brushless Shave 


The difficulty buying the most basic consumer goods 
Czechoslovakia illustrated once again this refugee’s 
story attempt find shaving brush: 


“In search for shaving brush, went from shop 
shop and everywhere received negative answer. 
One shopkeeper took pity and buy 
some hog bristles from private farmer and take the 
bristles certain pensioner who supplements his 
pension making shaving brushes the sly. His 
brushes were not very good, but better than nothing, 
the next delivery factory-made brushes could not 
expected before August 1953. Another clerk told 
get hold three four old shaving brushes and 
have them made into one new one shop which 
caters such customers. Finally wrote letter the 
editor the local Bratislava paper and was advised 
buy, for the time being, small shoe brush which 
emergency could used shaving brush. lath- 
ered face with shoe brush. was painful, but 
better than going around with beard.” 


Damaged Soles 


The control commission for the State Commercial En- 
terprises Lithuania has published the results their 
inspection last February the shoe store Klaipeda City. 
This the only shoe store city with population 
about 50,000. 


According this report, quoted Tiesa (Vilnius), 
April the store had inventory 2,193 pairs shoes. 
these, 1,916 were found defective the inspectors and 
were withdrawn from sale. Thus, only 277 pairs shoes 
were left satisfy the needs the entire population the 


city. 
Unhappy Reminder 


street sign Prague bearing Eisenhower’s name gave 
passersby such “uneasy feeling” that was finally taken 
down, according Nova Praha (Prague), January 14. The 
newspaper called attention lapse the part those 
who should most vigilant: 


“In Dejvice Prague suburb] there used street 
named for Eisenhower. Passersby seeing the sign had 
uneasy feeling, especially employees the district na- 
tional committee office. was disgraceful that we, free 
and proud people, should have look upon sign which 
was such degraded relic the past. Everyone was 
happy when the street sign was removed. 

“Not long ago the mayor Prague received letter 
from the district national committee Dejvice. And 
and behold, the letterhead still read: District National 
Committee, Eisenhower Street! only shows what blind 
spots still exist.” 
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Long Wait for Love 


Since the Communist Party frowns all church rites, 
marriage formalities Poland have been pared mini- 
mum. Persons who wish enter into marriage simply 
submit the clerk the Registry Office their birth cer- 
tificates and statements that there are legal obstacles 
the marriage. But the Warsaw weekly Szpilki, April 
lamented the lack any illusion beauty the present 
conduct the ceremony. The editorial urged officials 
reconstruct “an atmosphere warmth and concern” 
and create “an impression that there relation be- 
tween this human love and the State 


“It hot the waiting room the Registry Office. 
nice know that such warmth provided for the 
candidates for marriage. is, however, not nice 
discover that there place where they can hang their 
heavy winter coats. The couples through long, dull 
preparatory formalities, and—these over—they continue 
wait. Only few them have seats; the rest must 
stand because there are not enough chairs. 

have wait long?’ somebody timidly 
asks. 

that you will have time change your mind,’ 
the witty reply. 

“And so, one, two, three hours slowly pass. The solemn 
feeling has now changed into boredom and exhaus- 
tion. The couples now feel like patients waiting 
office. 


“The main room perfectly adequate. The ceremony 
brief but sincere. But why this waiting—why? And 
why the waiting room dirty and disagreeable? Why are 
the appointments carefully scheduled and then com- 
pletely ignored? should not forgotten that people 
come this place not business, but because some- 
thing much greater—love. This place where the people’s 
love meets with the people’s rule should have atmos- 
phere warmth and concern. From the very moment 
entering, until the final signing the names, one 
should under the impression that there close re- 
lation between this human love and the State authorities 
—the authorities who give these people the chance 
form family, provide them with place work and 
live, and who show such concern and care for their fu- 


From Mother's Lips 


new method indoctrinating children which may find 
general application throughout Hungary was tried experi- 
mentally Budapest school teacher last December, ac- 
cording European news source. Under this system, 
parents and children hold meetings together which the 
parents lecture various aspects Communist doctrine. 
The Communists believe that more effective indoctrination 
children will result children hear Communist propa- 
ganda from those whom they know and trust. 


Parcels for Romania 


For some months, packages sent from abroad Ro. 
manian citizens have been delayed returned the sender 
pending the official issue new customs regulations. The 
text the new regulations has now been released. 

Drugs and medicines are the most significant omission 
among the items listed permissible for import 
new decree. Agerpress, the official Romanian news agency, 
reported the beginning April that over 400 phar. 
maceutical products, formerly imported, are now 
produced Romanian laboratories, and that “home in. 
dustry now able cover the entire home demand.” 

Under the new decree, private persons are allowed 
import into Romania “items for their own personal 
which are sent post.” Import without special licens 
granted for specified items, quantities indicated for 
each article. Packages sent commercial firms thei 
agents are not accepted. 


Each person may receive one package per month. The 
total gross weight each package must not exceed two 
kilograms (four All packages must contain 
list the contents, apart from the official customs 
tion which has attached each package. 


Parcels weighing more than two kilograms and contain- 
ing forbidden items foodstuffs and medical supplies); 
parcels which are not collected within the time limit, 
lacking the detailed list contents, not meet hy. 
gienic standards, will returned their respective 
All such parcels, and those which cannot delivered be- 
cause they are refused the addressee absent, are con- 
sidered abandoned when the indication their content 
has been listed the accompanying freight bill. Pack- 
ages which unofficially contain clothing items order 
avoid customs duty will confiscated. Clothing items 
small quantities (one hat, one raincoat, two 
etc.) are allowed. 


According refugees who have sent parcels thei 
relatives Romania, packages are sometimes arbitrarily 
turned even when they comply with all customs 


Comrade Trovatore 


joke making the rounds Budapest was recently 
ported Hungarian refugee. 


factory, worker went the Director and said, 
“Mister Director, may please leave few minutes 

The Director shouted, “Don’t you know, Comrade, 
that have been liberated and there are more Misters. 
Repeat your request the democratic manner.” 

“Comrade Director,” the worker replied, “May 
leave little earlier tonight because have opera tickets?” 

“Good,” the Director said, pleased see that you 
workers appreciate culture. What opera are you 
see?” 

rade Trovatore.” 


Research Projects Eastern Europe 
Prepared the National Committee for Free Europe 


The studies listed below have recently been completed members the Research and Publi- 
cations Service and the Mid-European Studies Center. They are available limited quantities and 


may obtained writing News From THE IRON National Committee for Free 
Europe, 110 West 57th Street, New York 19, New York. 


Economic Treaties and Agreements the Soviet Bloc Eastern Europe, 1945-1951, (Mid- 
European Studies Center, 1952) 135 pages. The conditions foreign trade and international eco- 
nomic cooperation are closely related internal developments the captive countries. This survey 
examines international treaties and agreements the East and Central European area from the 
viewpoint the economic advantages and disadvantages the countries involved. 

Throughout, the dominant position the Soviet Union guides general conditions economic 
exchange. All the known treaties and agreements entered into the Soviet Union with the Satellites 
and the Satellites among themselves are listed this study. order provide examples the 
ways which international situations are used further specific economic aims, every type 
agreement represented least one selected treaty. The study one series prepared the 
staff the Mid-European Law Project joint research program the Library Congress and the 
Mid-European Studies Center). limited number copies are available. Price $2.00. 


The Communist Parties the Soviet Sphere: Quarterly Surveys Developments and Trends, 
January—March 1953 (Research and Publications Service, April, 1953). Five separate surveys 
events Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, and Romania, devoting average 
pages each country. This new quarterly series designed give the specialist East European 
affairs closer understanding internal shifts Party policy, organization and personnel. 

Stresses within the Satellite parties are soon felt every area East European life. Destruction 
political opposition and the last remaining islands free economy have left the Communist parties 
position undisputed power monopoly, exercising iron control over church, army, schools, 
police, courts, factories, and farms. present, the Party synonymous with the State. 


Price for series cents. 


Blueprint for Red Generation, William Juhasz (Mid-European Studies Center, September. 
1952) 101 pages, printed pamphlet. the last few decades education totalitarian countries has 
been matter real concern for liberal-minded people the Western democracies. General sen- 
timent deplored the indoctrination both young and old with limited, distorted ideas, but the 
extent and motivation this indoctrination were rarely appreciated. This readable pamphlet shows 
the dimensions Communist purposes typical captive country Eastern Europe. 

Communist education future generation total affair, extending from the rigorous 
indoctrination young minds the kindergarten harassing groups” the Adult 
Education program. has taken over training teachers well the supervision the arts, 
sciences and historical scholarship. less than four years, has dissolved the formal institution 
the Church, which had been such integral part Hungarian history. For the Hungarian 
people has propagated both the glories Soviet Russia and the disintegration Western stand- 
ards. The new Communist discipline has imposed itself the great events life well the 
small. 

The pamphlet concludes with evaluation those forces opposed Communism. The family, 
the parents’ cultural philosophy and religious training are now the only bulwarks against the de- 
struction that Hungarian educational tradition which has taken centuries build. The pam- 
phlet’s style and content will appeal both the specialist and the general reader. 


Single copies cents, bulk prices request. 


The Latest Reorganization the Czechoslovak Cabinet, (March 25, 1953) (Research and 
Publications Service, April, 1953) pages. The unexpected demise Klement Gottwald, Pres- 
ident Czechoslovakia, only nine days after Stalin, made necessary new changes the govern- 
ment. Other shifts were due economic failures. list incorporating all these further changes 
included, and gives the present composition the Cabinet. The salient features are the contrast 
between the “consolidation” ministries and the government Presidium, carried out the Soviet 
Union, and the prevailing tendency towards bureaucratic expansion Czechoslovakia. also 
noteworthy that the office President the Republic was not abolished which makes Czech- 
oslovakia the only “People’s Democracy” that adheres the Western pattern the State machinery. 


Price cents. 
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